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‘T 0. tbc Lards’ Spmtual and T em-
pQr:al, and the Commons of the
Parhamentxqf Gteaansm

‘ «Pnnmrr me, w:th&he -greateﬁ de-

- ference-and; refpe@, to- lay -at yourfact
'%.-the following genuine narrative ; -the ,

- rw:hu.:f defign of ‘which is to’ excite in

' -your anguft affemblies a:fenfe of. com-

paﬁion for - the -miferies which the

" Slave-Trade -has entailed on my unfor-

= ‘tunate. countrymen. By .the- hotrors

' of that trade was I firft torn away from

= all the tender- connexions that were

~-naturally dear to my- beart , bat thefe,

~ through 'th'c myﬂcribud wa'y‘s“ of Provi-

~ A W .
'?,/'\,0'3 u:?{, /'-‘* (l (0’{, lzC Mfu,.:,

‘ .

more than compcnfatcd by -the intto-
ot Aa dution
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-du@ion I have thence obtained to the

~knowledge: of the Chriftian religion,
_and of a nation which, by its liberal

fcntxmcnts, its humanity, the glorious
frecdom of.its governiment, and.its pro-
ficiency in arts and fciences, has ex-
alted the dignity of human nature.

... Tam fenfible I ought, te entreat your
- pardon for addrefling to you a work fo .
. wholly devoid of literary merit ; but,
 as the production-of an unlettered Afri-

can, who is auated by the hope of
becoming an inftrument towards the
relief of his fuffering countrymen, I
truft that fuch @ man, pleading in fuch

. & caufe, will be acquitted of boldnefs
~and prefumption.

‘May the God of Heaven mfplre your

_hearts. wnth peculiar benevolence on
“that amporxant day when the queftion
of Abolition is to be d;fcuﬁ'cd when

6 . thoufandss
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thoufands, in confequence of your De-
termination, are to look for Happinefs-
er Mifery !.

. Iam, .
- My Lorps and GENTLEMEN;.
Your meft obedient,.
And devoted humble fervant,

Oraupan Equiano,

oOR

GusTAvus Vassa.

$o. 4, Taylor's Buildings, St. Martin's-Lane,-
Od&ober 30, 1790,



Tothe CHATRMEN of the CoMMITTERS for the
ABOLITION of the SLAVE TRADE.

. Magdalen College, Cambridge, May, 26, 1790,
GENTLEMEN, )

) I raxe the liberty, as beingjoined
with you. in the fame laudable endeavours to
fupport the €aufe of humanity in the abolition
of the Slave Trade, to recommend to your pro=

te@ion the bearer of this note, GUSTAVUS.

"VASSA, an African; and to beg the favour
of your affiftance to him in the fale of his
book.- ’ :
. I am, with great refped,
GENTLEMEN,
Your moft obedient fervant,
P. PECKARD.

P TR S LT Y, A P WP Lot )

N ¢ N '.
Manchefier, July 23, 1790,

THoMas WaLkER has great plea-
fure in recommending the fale of the NAR-
RATIVE of GUSTAVUS VASSA to' the
friends of juftice and humanity, he being well

entitled to their protetion and fupport from,

the united teftifhonies of the Rev. T. CLARK-
soN, of London ; Dr. PEck arD, of Cambridge;
and SamrsoNn and CrarLEs Lrovp, Efgrs.
of Birmingham.

Sheffcld,
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s Sheffieldy Auguft 20, 1790,
In confequence of the recommends:.
ation of Dr. PEox arD, of Cambridge; Meflrs,.
Lroyp, of Birmingham; the Rev. T. CLARK~
spN, of Londen; THomas WALKER, THoMAs.
CooPER, and Isaac Moss, Efgrs.. of Man-
chefier ;. we beg leave alfo to recommend the.
fale of the NARRATIVE of GUSTAVUS.
VASSA to . the friends of humanity in’ the.
town and neighbourhood of Skeffield.
Dr. Browne, = Rev.Jas.WiLkinson,
Ww. Suore, Efg.. Rev. Epw. GooDwiN,
SaM. MARSHALL,. JOHN Barrow,

The GenerAL MacazINE and IMPAR-

TiaL Review for JuLy 1789, cha=

raCerizes this Work ‘in' the following
Terms : " '

¢ This is * a round, unvarnithed tale’ of
¢ the chequered adventures of an African who,
« earlyinlife, was torn from his native country,
«¢ by thofe favage dealers in a traffic difgrace~
¢ ful to humanity;, and which has fixed a ftain
s on the legiflature of Britain. The Narra-
A 4 ¢ tive
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“ rative appears to be'written with much truth
¢ and fimplicity. The Author’s account of
¢ the manners of the natives of his own pro-
«* vince (Eboe) is interefting and pleafing;
¢ and the Reader, unlefs perchance he is either
¢ a Weft-India planter or Liverpool merchant,
¢ will find his humanity often feverely wound-:
« ed by the fhamelefs barbarity pradtifed tq-
¢ wards the Author’s haplefs countrymen in
*¢ our colonies; if he feel, as he ought, the
«« opprefled and "oppreflors will equally ex-
«¢ ‘cite his pity and indigration. That fo un-
¢¢ juft, fo iniquitous a.commerce may be abo-
¢ Lfhed, is our ardent with; and we heartily
¢¢ join in our Author’s prayer, ¢ That the
¢ God of heaven may infpire the hearts of our
*¢ Reprefentatives in Parliament with peculiar
¢¢.benevolence on that important day whea
« fo intertfling a queftion is to be difcufled;
¢ when thoufands, in confequence of their de-
«‘termination, are to look for happinefs'or
¢ mifery!” ~

3

€t

. ‘THE kind reception which this Work has-met with from
maﬁy hundred perfons, of all denominations, demands the
Author’s moft fincere thanks to his numerous friends; and
he moft refpe&tfully folicits the favour and encouragement of
the candid and unprejudiced friends of the Africans.

: A LIST
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THE LIFE, &c.

CHAPTER L

. The author’s account cf his country, and their
manners and cuffoms— Adminifivation of juf-
tice—Embrenché—Marriage ceremony, and
public entertainments —Mode of living— Drefs
— Moanufactures — Buildings — Commerce —
Lovicyltyey~War and religion—Super/tition
of the natives—Funeral ceremonies of the priefts
or magicians—Curious mode of difcovering poi-
Jom—Some bints concerning the crigin of th
author’s countrymen, with the opinions of dz'ﬁ
Sferent writers on that fubjet.

¥ Ber1eve it is difficuls for thofe who pub-
I lifth their own memoirs to efcape the im~
putation of vanity ; nor is this the only dif-
advantage under which they labour: it is alfo
their misfortune, that whatever is uncommon is
rarely, if ever, believed, and what is obvious

we
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we are apt to turn from with difguft, and to
charge the writer with "impertinence. Peo-
ple generally think thofe memoirs only wor-
thy to be read or remembered which abound
in great or ftriking events; thofe, in fhort,
which in a high degree excite either admira-
tion or pity : all others they confign to con-
tempt and oblivion. It is therefore, I con-
fefs, not a little hazardous in a private and
obfcure individual, and a ftranger too, thus
-to folicit the indulgent attention of the pub~
lic; efpecially when I own I offer here the
hiftory of neither a faint, a hero, nor a ty-

rant. | believe there are a few events in m
life which have not happened to many : it is
true the incidents of it are-numerous; and,
did I confider myfelf an Europeat;-{-might
fay my fufferings were great: but when I
compare my lot with that of moft of my coun-
trymen, I regard myfelf as a particular fa-
wvourite of Heaven, and acknowledge the mer-
cies of Providence in every occurrence of my
life. Ifthen the following narrative does not
ippear fufficiently interefting to engage ge-
neral attention, let ‘my motive be fome ex-
cufe for its publication. I am not fo foolithly
vain as to expeét from it either immortality
or literary reputarion. If it affords any fatif-
faltion to my numerous friends, at whofe re-
: queft
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queft it has been written, or in the {fmalleft
degree promotes the interefts of humanity,
the ends for which it was undertaken will be
fully attained, and every with of my heart
gratified. Let it therefore be remembered
that, in withing to avoid cenfure, I do not
afpire to praife. :
That part of Africa, known by the name
of Guinea, to which the trade for flaves is
carried on, extends along the coaft above 3400
miles, from Senegal to Angola, and includes
a variety of kingdoms. Of thefe the moft
confiderable is the kingdom of Benin, both
as to extent and wealth, the richnefs and cul-
tivation of the foil, the power of its king,
and the number and warlike difpofition of the
inhabitants, It 75 fituated nearly under the
line, and extends along the coaft about 17q
miles, but runs back into the interior part of
Africa to a diftance hitherto I believe unex-
plored by any traveller; and {feems only ter-
minated at length by the empire of Abyflinia,
near 1500 miles from its beginning, ‘I'his
kingdom is divided into many provinces o
diftri¢ts: in one of the moft remote and fer-
tile of which- I was born, in the year 1745,
fituated in a charming fruitful vale, named
Effaka. 'The diftance of this province from
the capital of Benin and the fea coaft muft be
: B2 very
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very confiderable: for I had never heard of
white men or Europeans, nor of the fea; and
our fubjection to the king of Benin was little
more than nominal ; for every tranfation of
the government, as far as my flender obfer-
vation extended, was conduéted by the chiefs
or elders of the place. The manners and
government of a people who have little com-
merce with other countries are generally very
fimple ; and the hiftory of what paffes in one
family or village, may ferve as a fpecimen
of the whole nation. My father was one of
thofe elders or chiefs I have fpoken of, and
was ftyled Embrenché ; a term, as I remem-
ber, importing the higheft diftinétion, and
fignifying in our language a mark of gran-
deur, 'This mark is conferred on the perfon
" entitled to it by cutting the fkin acrofs at the
top of the forehead, and drawing it down to
the eye-brows ; and while it is in this fitu-
ation applying a warm hand, and rubbing it
until it thrinks up into a thick weal acrofs the
lower part of the forehead. . Moft of the
judges and fenators were thus marked; my
father had long borne it: I had feen it con-
ferred on one of my brothers, and I alfo was
- deftined to receive it by my parents. Thofe
Embrenché, or chief men, decided difputes
_and punifhed crimes; for which purpofe they
: always
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always aflfembled together. The proceedings
were generally fhort; and in moft cafés the
law of retaliation prevailed. I remember a
man was brought before my father, and the
other judges, for kidnapping a boy; and,
although he was the fon of a chief, or fenator,
* he was condemned to make recompenfe by
a man or woman flave. Adultery, how-
ever, was fometimes punifthed with flaver

or death; a punithmeat which T believe is..

inflicted on it throughout moft of the nations

of Africa*: fo facred among them is the

honour of the marriage bed, and fo jealous
are they of the fidelity of their wives. Of
this | recolleét ‘an inftance—a woman was
convicted before the judges of adultery, and
delivered over, as the cuftom was, to hes
hufband to be punithed. Accordingly he
determined to put her to death: but it being
found, juft before her execution, that the had
an infant at her breaft; and no woman being
prevailed on to perform the part of a nurfe,
the was fpared on account of the child. The
men, however do not preferve the fame con-
flancy to their wives, which they expel
from them; for they indulge in a plura-
lity, though feldlom in more than two.

*® See Benezet's ¢ Account of Guines’ throughout. -

B3 “Their
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‘Their mode of marriage is thus:—both par-
ties are ufually betrothed when young by their
parents, (though I have known the males to
betroth themfelves). On this occafion a feaft
is prepared, and the bride and bridegroom
ftand up in the midft of all their friends, who
are affembled for the purpofe, while he de-
clares fhe is thenceforth to be looked upon as
bis wife, and that no perfon is to pay any
addrefles to her. This is alfo immediately
proclaimed in the vicinity, on which the
bride retires from the affembly. Some time
after the is brought home to her hufband, and
then another feaft is made, to which the re-
lations of both parties are invited: her pa-
rents then deliver her to the bridegroom, ac-
companied with a number of bleffings, and
at the {ame time they tie round her waift a
~cotton ftring of the thicknefs of a goofe-quill,
which none but married women are permitted
to wear : fhe is now confidered as completely
his wife; and at this time the dowry is given
to the new married pair, which generally
confifts of portions of land, flaves, and cat-
tle, houthold goods, and implements of huf-
bandry. Thefe are offered by the friends of
both parties; befides which the parents of the
bridegroom prefent gifts to thofe of the bride,
whofe property fhe is looked upon before
‘ marriage;
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marriage; but after it fhe is efteemed the fole
property of the hufband. The ceremony being
now ended the feftival begins, which is cele-
brated with bonfires, and loud acclamations of
joy, accompanied with mufic and dancing.

We are almoft a nation of dancers, mufi-
cians, and poets. Thus every great event,
fuch as a triumphant return from battle, or
other caufe of public rejoicing, is celebrated
in public dances which are accompanied with
fongs and mufic fuited to the occafion. The
aflembly is feparated into four divifions, which
dance either apart or in fucceffion, and ea¢h
with a charalter peculiar to itfelf. + The firft
divifion contains the married men, who in
their dances frequently exhibit feats of arms,
and the reprefentation of a battle. To thefe
fucceed the married women, who dance in
the fecond divifion. The young men occupy
the third ; and the maidens the fourth:- Each
reprefents fome interefting fcene of real life,
fuch as a great achievement, domeftic em-
ployment, a pathetic ftory, or fome rural
fport; and as the fubje&t is generally founded
on fome recent event, it 1s therefore cver
new. This gives our dances a {pirit and va-
riety which I have fcarcely feen elfewhere *.

* When I was in Smyrna I have frequently feen the
Greeks dance after this manner.

B4 We
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We have many mufical inflruments, parti-
cularly drums of different kinds, a piece of
mufic which refembles a guitar, and another
much like a ftickado. Thefe laft are chiefly
ufed by betrothed virgins, who play on them
on all grand feftivals.

As our manners are fimple, our luxuncs
are few, The drefs of both fexes is nearly
the fame. It generally confifts of a long piece
of calico, or muflin, wrapped loofely round
the body, fomewhat in the form of a high-
land plaid. This is ufually dyed blue, which
is our favourite colour, {t is extraéted from
a berry, and is brighter and richer than any
I have feen in Europe. Befides this, our wo-

~men of diftinction wear golden ornaments,
which they difpofe with fome profufion on
their arms and legs. When our women are
not employed with the men in tillage, their
ufual occupation is fpinning and weaving cot-
ton, which they afterwards dfye and make
into garments. T'hey alfo manufature earthen
veflels, of which we have many kinds. A=
mong the reft tobacco pipes, made after the
{ame falhlon, and ufed in the {fame manner,

asthofe in T urkey :
Our

* The bow! is earthen, curioufly figured, ta which
a long reed is fixed as a tube. This tube is fometimes
19
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Our manner of living is entirely plain; fot
asyet the natives are unacquainted with thofe
refinements in cookery which debauch the
tafte: bullocks, goats, and poultry, fupply
the greateft part of their food. Thefe con-
ftitute likewife the principal wealth of the
country, and the chief articles of its com-
merce. The fleth is ufually ftewed in a pan;
to make it favoury we fometimes ufe alio
pepper, and other {pices, and we have falt
made of wood athes., Our vegetables are
mofily plantains, eadas, yams, beans, and
Indian corn. The head of the family ufually
eats alone; his wives and {flaves have alio
their feparate tables. Before we tafte food
we always wafth our hands: indeed our clean-
linefs on all occafions is extreme; but on this
it is an indifpenfible ceremony. Afier wath-
ing, libation is made, by pouring out a fmall
portion of the drink on the floor, and toffing
a {mall quantity of the food in a certain place;
for the {pirits. of departed relations, which the
natives {fuppofe to prefide over their condudt;
and guard them from evil. They are totally
unacquainted with ftrong or fpirituous liquors;
and their principal "beverage is palm wine,

fo long as to be borne by one, a:d frequently, out of
grandeur, by two boys.

B s This
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This is got from a tree of that name, by tap-
ping it at the top, and faftening a large gourd
to it; and fometimes one tree will yield three
or four gallons in a night. When juft drawn
it is of a moft delicious fweetnefs; but in a
few days it acquires a tartifh and more {pi-
rituous flavour: though I never faw any one
intoxicated by it. The fame tree alfo pro-
duces nuts and oil. Our principal luxury is
in perfumes; one fort of thefe is an odorifer-

ous wood of delicious fragrance : the other a -

kind of earth; a fmall portion of which thrown
into the fire diffufes a moft powerful odour *,
We beat this wood into powder, and mix it
with palm oil; with which both men and wo-
men perfume themfelves. :

- In our buildings we ftudy convenience ra-
ther than ornament. Each mafter of a family
has a large {quare piece of ground, furrounded
with a moat or fence, or enclofed with a wall
made of red earth tempered : which, when
dry, is as hard as brick. Within this are his
houfes to accommodate his family and flaves ;
which, if numerous, frequently prefent the

appearance of a village. Inthe middle ftands -

* When I'was in Smyrna I faw the fame kind of earth,
and brought fome of it with me to England; it refembles

mufk in ftrength, but is ntore dclicious in {cent, and is

not unlike the fmell of a rofe,

8.

>

the
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the principal building, appropriated to the
fole ufe of the mafter, and confifting of two
apartments; in one of which he fits in the
day with his family, the other is left apart
for the reception of his friends. He has be-
fides thefe a diftinét apartment in which he

fleeps, together with his male children. On -

each fide are the apartments of his wives, who
have alfo their feparate day and night houfes.
‘The habitations of the flaves and their fami-
lies are diftributed throughout the reft of the
enclofure. Thefe houfes never exceed one
ftory in height: they arealways built of wood,
or ftakes driven into the ground, croffed with
wattles, and neatly’plaftered within and with-
out. The roof is thatched with reeds. Qurday
houfes are left open at the fides ; but thofe in

~ which we fleep are always covered, and plaf-

tered in the infide with a compofition mixed
with cow dung, to keep off the different in-
fects, which annoy us during the night. The
walls and floors alfo of thefe are generally
covered with mats. Qur beds confift of .a
platform, raifed three or four feet from the
ground, on which are laid fkins, and different
parts of a fpungy tree called plantain. OQur
covering is calico or muflin, the fame as our
drefs. The ufual feats are a few logs of
wood; but we have benches, which are ge-

' B 6 nerally
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nerally perfumed, to accommodate firangers:
thefe compofe the greater part of our houfe-
hold furniture. Houlfes fo .conftru¢ted and
furnithed 1equire but little {kill to ere& them.
Every man is a fufficient archite&t for the
purpofe. The whole neighbourhood afford
their unanimous affiftince in building them,
and in return receive, and expect no other
recompenfe than a feaft.

As we live in a country where nature is
prodigal of her favours, our wants are few
and eafily fupplied; of courfe we have few
manufactures. They conﬁﬁ for the moft part
of calicoes, earthen ware, ornaments, and in-
firuments of war'and. huibandry But thefe
make no part of our commerce, the principal
articles of which, asI have obferved, are pro-
vifions.- In fuch a flate money is of little ufe s ;
however we have fome {mall pieces of coin,

_if T may call them fuch. They are made
fomethmg like an anchor, but I do not re-
member either their value or denomination,
We have- alfo markets, at which I have been
frequently with -my mother. Thefe are
fometimes.vifited by ftout mahogany-coloured
men from the fouth weft of us: we call them
Oye-Eboe, which term fignifies. red men living
at a diftance. They generally bring us fire-

- arms, gunpowder, hats, beads, and dried fith.

’l he
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The laft we. efteemed a great rarity, as our
waters were only brooks and {prings. - Thefe
articles they barter with us for. odoriferous
woods and earth, and our falt of wood afhes.
They always carry-flaves through our land;
but the firi¢teft accountiis exalted of their
manner of procuring *them before they are
fuftered to pafs. :Sometimes indeed we fold
flaves to them, but they were only prifoners
-of war, or fuch among us as had been con-
victed of kidnapping, ‘or adultery, and fome
other crimes, which we efteemed heinous.
This practice of kidnapping induces me to
think, that, notwithftanding all our ftrictnefs,
their principal bufinefs among us was to tre-
pan our people. I remember too they car-
ried great facks along with them, which not
long after I had an opportunity of fatally
feeing applied to that infamous purpofe.

Our land is uncommonly rich and fruitful,
and produces all kinds of vegetables in great
_abundance. We have plenty of Indian corn,
and vaft quantities of cotton and tobacco.
Our pine apples grow without culture; they
are about the fize of the largeft fugar-loaf,
and finely flavoured. We have alfo {pices of
different kinds, particularly pepper; and a
variety of delicious fruits which I have never
fcen in Europe; together with gums of various

: "~ kinds,
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kinds, and honey in abundance.. All our
induftry is exerted to improve thofe bleffings
of nature. Agriculture is our chief employ-
ment; and every one, even the children and
women, are engaged in it. Thus we are all
habituated to labour from our earlieft years.
Every one contributes fomething to the com-
mon ftock; and as we are unacquainted with
idlenefs, we have no beggars. The benefits
of fuch a mode of living are obvious. The
‘Wett India planters prefer the flaves of Benin
or Eboe, to thofe of any other part of Guinea,
for their hardinefs, intelligence, integrity, and
zeal. Thofe benefits are felt by us in the
general healthinefs of the people, and in their
vigour and adtivity; I might have added too
in their comelinefs. Deformity.is indeed un-
known amongft us, I mean that of fhape,
Numbers of the natives of Eboe, now in Lon.
don, might be brought in fupport of this
affertion: for, in regard to complexion, ideas
of beauty are wholly relative, I.remember
while in Africa to have feen three negro chil--
dren, who were tawny, and another quite
white, who were univerfally regarded by my-
felf, and the natives in general, as far as
related to their complexions, as deformed.
Qur women too were in my eyes at leaft un-

commonly graceful, alert, and modeft to a
degree
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degree of bafhfulnefs; nor do I remembet to
‘have ever heard of an inftance of incontinence
amongft them before marriage. Thef are
alfo remarkably cheerful. Indeed clzéerful-
nefs and affability are two of the leading
chara&eriftics of our nation. “
Our tillage is exercifed in a large plain or
common, fome hours walk from our dwellings,
and all the neighbours refort thither in a
body. ‘They ufe no beafts of hufbandry ; and
their only inftruments are hoes, axes, fhovels,
and beaks, or pointed iron to dig with. Some-
times we are vifited by locufts, which come
in large clouds, fo as to darken the air, and
- deftroy our harveft. This however happens
rarely, but when it does, a famine is produced
by it. I remember an inftance or two wherein
this happened. This commen is often the
theatre of war; and therefore when our peo-
ple go out to till their land, they not only go
in a body, but generally take their arms with
them for fear of a furprife; and when they
apprehend an invafion, they guard the avenues
to their dwellings, by driving fticks into the
ground, which are fo tharp at one end as to
pierce the foot, and are generally dipt in poi-
fon. From what I can recolle¢t of thefe bat-
tles, they appear to have been irruptions of
one little ftate or diftrict on the other, to ob-
tain
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Aam prifoners or booty. - Perhaps they were
incited to this by thofe traders who brought

i the European goods I mentioned amongft us,
N . Such a mode of obtain ng flaves in Atrica is
“ common; and I believe more are procured
this way, and by kidnapping, than any other ®,
When a trader wants flaves, he applies to a
chief for them, and tempts him wiih his wares.
o It is not extraordinary, if on this occafion: he
-, yields to the temptation with as little ﬁrmneﬁs,
~.i and accepts the price of his fellow creature’s

| liberty with as little reluctance as the enlight-

, \cned merchant, Accordingly he falls on his
, > \peighbours, and a defperate battle enfues. If
he prevails and takes prifoners, he gratifies

j his avarice by felling them; but, if his party
be vanquithed, and he falls into the hands of

the enemy, he is put to death: for, as he has

been known to foment their quarrels, it is
thought dangerous to let him furvive, and no
ranfom can fave. him, though all other prifon-

ers may be redeemed. We "have fire-arms,
bows and arrows, broad two-edged fwords and
javelins: we have fhields alfo which cover a

man from head to foot. All are taught the

ufe of thefe weapons; even our women are
warriors, and march boldly out to fight along

~  *Sce Bunezet's Account of Africa thronghout,
with



| { 1]
with the men, ' Our wholediftrict is & kind of
militia : on a certain fignal given, fuch as the
firing of a gun- at night, they all rife in arms
and rufh upon their enemy. It is perhaps
ifomething rematkable, that when our people
‘march to the field a' red flag or banner is
borne- before them: 1 'was 'once a witnefs to
a battle in our common, ‘We had been all ag
work in it one day as ufual,when our people
were fuddenly attacked. T climbed a tree at
fome diftance, from. which I beheld the fight,
T here were many women as well as men on
both fides; among others my mother was there,
and armed with a broad fword. After fight«
ing for a confiderable time with great fury,
and many had been killed, our people og.
tained -the vitory, -and took their enemy’s .
Chief prifoner. He was carried off in great
triumph, and, though he offered a large ran-
fom for his life, he was put to death.” ‘A vir+
gin of note among our enemies had been flain
in the battle, and her arm was expofed in our
market-place, where our trophies were always
exhibited. The fpoils were divided according
to the merit of the warriors. 'Thofe prifoners -
which were not fold or redeemed we kept as
flaves: but how different was their condition
from that of the flaves in the Weft Indies!
With us they do no more work than other
| | members
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members of the community, even their mafter;
their food, clothing, and lodging, were nearly
the fame as theirs (except that they were not
permitted to eat with thofe who were free-
born); and there was fcarce any other dif-
ference between them than a fuperior degree
of importance which the head of a family
poflefles in our ftate, and that authority which,
as fuch, he exercifes over every part of his
houfehold. Some of thefe flaves have even
flaves under them as their own property, and
for their own ufe. ) S
~ Astoreligion, the natives believe that there
is one Creator. of all things, and that he lives
in the fun, and s girted round with a belt
that he may never eat or drink; but, accord-
ing to fome, he fmokes a pipe, which is our
own favourite luxury. They believe he go-
verns events, efpecially our deaths or cap-
tivity; but, as for the doltrine of eternity, I
do not remember to have ever heard of it:
fome however believe in the tran{migration
of fouls in a certain degree. Thofe {pirits,
which aré not tranfmigrated, fuch as their
dear friends or relations, they believe always
attend them, and guard them from the bad
fpirits or their foes. For this reafon they al-
ways before eating, as I have obferved, put

fome {mall portion of the meat, and pour
: {fame
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fome of their drink, on the ground for thems
and they often make oblations of the blood of
beafts or fowls at their graves. I was very
fond of my mother, and almoft conftantl

with her. When fhe went to make thefe
oblations at her mother’s tomb, which was a
kind of fmall folitary thatched houfe, I fome-
times attended her, There fhe made her
libations, and fpent moft of the night in cries
and lamentations. I have been often ex-
tremely terrified on thefe occafions. The
lonelinefs of the place, the darknefs of the
night, and the ceremony of libation, naturally
awful and gloomy, were heightened by my
-~ mother’s lamentations; and thefe concurring
with the doleful cries of birds, by which thefe
places were frequented, gave an inexpreflibla
terror to the fcene. _ :
We compute the year from the day on
which the fun crofles the line, and on its
fetting that evening, there is a general thout
throughout the land; at leaft I can fpeak from
my own knowledge, throughout our vicinity.
The people at the fame time make a great
noife with rattles, not unlike the bafket rat-
tles ufed by childven here, though much
larger, and hold up their hands to heaven for
a bleffing. It is then the greateft offerings
ar¢e made, and thofe children whom our wife

’ men
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men feectel will be fortunate are then pre-
fepeed to different people. I remember many
- ufed to come to fec me, and I was carried
about to others for that purpofe. They have
many offerings, particularly at full moons;
generally two at harveft betore the fruits are
taken out of the ground: and when any
young animals are killed, fometimes the
offer up part of them as a facrifice. Thci{
offerings, when made by one of the heads of
a fan)ily, ferve for the whole. I remember
we often had them at my father’s and my
uncle’s, and their families have been prefent,
Some of our offerings are eaten with bitter
herbs. We had a faying among us to any
one of a crofs temper, ¢ That if they were
¢ to be eaten, they fhould be eaten with bit-
¢ ter herbs.,” B .
We pradlifed circumcifion like the Jews,
and made offerings and feafts on that occafion
in the fame manner as they did. Like them
alfo, ourchildren werenamed from {fome event,
fome circumftance, or fancied foreboding at
the time of their birth. I was named Olauda?,
which, in our language, fignifies viciflitude,
or fortunate alfo; one favoured, and having
a loud voice and well fpoken. I remember
we never polluted the name of the object of
our adaration ; on the contrary, it was always
: mentioned
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mentioned with the greateft reverence; and
we were totally unacquainted with {wearing,
and all thofe “grms ‘of abufe and reproach
which find their way fo readily and copioufly
into the language of more civilized people. .
The only expreflions of that kind I remem-~
ber were, ¢ May you rot, or may you {well,
¢ or may a beaft take you.’ S
1 have before remarked that the natives
of this part of Africa are extremely cleanly.
This neceflary habit of decency was with us
a part of religion, and therefore we had many
purifications and wathingss indeed almoft as
many, and ufed on the {fame occafions, if m
recollection does not fail me, as the Jews.
“T"hofe that touched the dead at any time were
obliged to wath and purify themfelves before
they could enter a dwelling-houfe. Ever
woman too, ‘at certain times, was forbidden
to come into a dwelling-houfe, or touch an;
perfon or any thing we eat. I'was fo fond of,
my mother I could not keep from het, or
avoid touching her at fome of thofe periods,
in confequence of which I was obliged o be
kept out with her, in a little houfe made for
that purpafe, till offering was made, and
then we were purified. - .
Though we had no places of public worfhip,
we had priefts and magicians, or wife men.

‘I do
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I do not remember whether they had different
offices, or whether they were united in the
fame perfons; but they wers held in great
reverence by the people, They calculated
* our time,; and foretold events, as their name
imported, for we called them Ah-affoe-way-
cah, which fignifies calculators or yearly men,
our year being called Ah-affoe. They wore
their beards, and when they died they were
fucceeded by their fons. Moft of their im-
plements and things of value were interred
along with them. Pipes and tobacco were
alfo put into the grave with the corpfe, which
was always perfumed and ornamented, and
animals weére offered in facrifice to them.
None accompanied their funerals but thofe of
the fame profeflion or tribe. Thefe buried
them after funfet, and always returned from
the grave by a different way from that which
they went. - :

. ’%hefe magicians were alfo our do&ors or
phyficians. They praétifed bleeding by cup-
ping; and were very fuccefsful in healing
wounds and expelling poifons. They had
likewife fome extraordinary method of dif-
covering jéaloufy, theft, and poifoning; the
fuccefs of which no doubt they derived from
the unboanded “influence over the credulity
and fuperflition of the people. I do not re-
- member
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member what thofe methods were, except
that as to poifoning: I recollet an inftance
or two, which I hope it will not be deemed
impertinent here to infert, as it may ferve as
a kind of fpecimen of the.reft, and is fill
ufed by the negroes in the Weft Indies. A
young woman had been poifoned, ‘but it was
not known by whom : the doQors ordered the
corpfe to be taken up by fome perfons, and
carried to the grave. As foon as the bearers
had raifed it on their thoulders, they feemed
feized with fome* fudden impulfe, and ran
to and fro unable to ftop themfelves. At laft,
after having pafled through a number of thorng
and prickly bufhes unhurt, the corpfe fell from -
them clofe to a houfe, and defaced it in the
fall; and the owner being taken -up, he im-
mediately confefled the poifoning . '
~ ' The
" ® See alfo Licut. Matthew’s Voyage, p. 123. ‘
+ An inftance of this kind happened at Montferrat in
the Wel Indies in the year 1763. 1 then belonged to
the Charming Sally, Capt. Doran.—The chief mate,
Mr. Mansfield, and fome of, the crew being one day on
thore, were prefent at the burying of a poifoned negro
girl. Though they had often heard of the circamftance
of the running in fuch cafes, and had even feen it, they
imagined it to-be a trick of the corpfe-béarers. The
mate therefore defired two of the failors to take up the
-coffin, and carry it to the grave, The failors, who weré
all of the fame opinion, readily obeycd ; but they had
fcarcely
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~ The natives are extremely cautious about
ifon. - When they. buy any eatable the feller
iffes it all round before the buyer, to thew
him it is not poifoned; and the fame is done
when any meat or drink is prefented, parti-
cularly to a ftranger. We have ferpents of.
different kinds, fome of which are efteemed
eminous when they. appear in our houfes, and
thefe we never moleft, I remember two of
thofe ominous fnakes, each of which was as.
thick as the calf of a man’s leg, and in colour
refembling a dolphin in the water, crept at
different times into my mother’s night houfe,
where I always lay with her, and coiled them-~
felves into fof,ds, and each time they crowed
like a cock.\ I was defired by fome of our
wife men to touch thefe, that I might be in-
terefted in the good omens, which I did, for
they were quite harmlefs, and would tamely
fuffer themfelves to be handled; and then

fcarcely raifed it to their fhoulders before they began to
run furioufly about, quite unable to diret themfelves,
till, at laft, without intention, they came to the hut of
him who had poifoned the girl. The coffin then imme-
diately fell from their (houlders againft the hut, and da-
maged. part of the wall. The owner of the hut was taken
into cuflody oa this, and. confefled the poifoning —I give
this ftory as it was related by. the mate and crew on their
return to the fhip. ‘The credit which is due to it I leave

with the reader. . : :

» they
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they were put into a large open earthen pan,
and fet on one fide of the highway. Some
of our {fnakes, however, were poifonous: one
of them croffed the road one day as I was
ftanding on it, and paffed between my feet
without offering to touch me, to the great
furprife of many who faw it; and thefe inci-
dents were accounted by the wife men, and
likewife by my mother and the reft of the
-people, as remarkable omens in my favour.
Such is the imperfect fketch my memory
has furnithed me with of the manners and
cuftoms of a people among whom 1 firft drew
my breath. And here I cannot forbear fug-
geiting what has long ftruck me very forcibly,
namely, the ftrong analogy which even by this
fketch, imperfedt as it is, appears tc prevail
in the manners and cuftoms of my countrymen
and thofe of the Jews, before they reached
the Land of Promife, and particularly the
patriarchs while they were yet in that paftoral
ftate which is defcribed in Genefis—an ana-~
logy which alone would induce me to think
that the one people had fprung from the other.
Indeed this is the opinion of Dr. Gill, who,
in his Commentary on Genefis, very ably de-
duces the pedigree of the Africans from Afer
and Afra, the defcendants of Abraham by
Keturah bis wife and concubine (for both
' thefe
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thefe titles are applied to- her.)) It is alfo
conformable to the fentiments of Dr. John
Clarke, formerly Dean of Sarum, in his Truth
of the Chriftian Religion : both thefe authors
concur in afcribing to us this original, The
reafonings of thofe gentlemen are fill further
confirmed by the {cripture chronology of the
Rev. Arthur Bedford; and if any further cor-
roboration ‘were required, this refemblance
in fo many refpeétsisa ftrong evidence in fup-~
portof the opinion. Like thelfraelites in their
primitive ftate, our government was conduéted
by our chiefs orjudges, our wife men and
elders; and the head of a family with us enjoy-
ed a fimilar autharity over his houfehold with

that which is afcribed to Abraham and the

other patriarchs. The law of retaliation obtain-
ed almoft univerfally with us as with them :
and even their religion appeared to have fhed

" . upon us a ray ofitsglory, though broken and

fpent in its paffage, oreclipfed by the cloud
with which time, tradition, and ignorance,
might have enveloped it: for we had our cir-
cumcifion ( rule I believe peculiar to that peo-
ple): we had alfo our facrifices and burnt-
offerings, our wathings and purifications, on
'the fame occafions as they had.

As to the diﬁ'erence'ofy colour between the
' Eboan Africans and the modern Jews, I fhall
not
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not prefume to account for it. It is a fubjet
which has engaged the pens of men of both

nius and learning, and is far above my

rength. The moft able and Reverend Mr.
T. Clarkfon, however, in his much admired
Effay on the Slavery and Commerce of the
Human Species, has afcertained the caufe in
a manner that at once folves every objection
on that account, and, on my mind at leaft,
has produced the fulleft conviction. I fhall
therefore refer to that performance for the
theory®, contenting myfelf with extralting a
fact as related by Dr. Mitchelt+. < The
¢ Spaniards, who have inhabited America,
*“ under the torrid zone, for any time, are be-
‘¢ come as dark coloured as our native Indians
“ of ‘Virginia ; of which I myfelf have een &
“ aitnefs.” Thereis alfo another inftance 3
of a Portuguefe fettlement at Mitomba, a
river in Sierra Leona; where the inhabitants
are bred from a mixture of the firft Portuguefe
difcoveries with the natives, and are now be-
come in their complexion, and in the woolly
quality of their hair, perfect negroes, retaining

* Page 178 to 216. : ’ .
+ Philof. Tranf. No. 476, Sel. 4, cited by the
Rev. Mr. Clark{on, p. zo05.
1 Same Page, .
» C: however
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. however a fmattering of the Portuguefe
language. '

Thefe inftances, and a great many_more
which might be adduced, while they the¥ how
the complexions of the fame perfons vary in
different climates, it is hoped may tend alfo to
remove the prejudice that fome conceive
againft the natives of Africa on account
of their colour. Surely the minds of the
Spaniards did not change with their complex-
ions! Are there not caufes enough to which
the apparent inferiority of an African may be
afcribed, without limiting the goodnefs of
'God and fuppofing he forbore to ftamp un-
derftanding on certainly Ris own image, be-
caufe ““carved in ebonf?” Might it not
naturally be afcribed to their fituation? When
they come among Europeans, they are igno-
rant of their language, religion, manners, and
cuftoms. Are any pains taken to teach them
thefe? Are they treated as men? Does not
flavery ifelf deprefs the mind, and extinguith
all its fire and every noble fentiment? But, -
above all, what advantages do not a refined
people poflefs over thofe who are rude and
uncultivated. Let the polithed and haughty
European recolle¢t that his anceftors were
once, like the Africans, uncivilized, and even

. barbarous,
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barbarous. Did Nature make them inferior
to their fons? and fhould they too have been
made flaves? Every rational mind anfwers,
No. Let fuch refleftions as thefe melt the
pride of their fuperiority into fympathy for
the wants and miferies of their {fable brethren,
and compel them to acknowledge, that under-
ftanding is not confined to feature or colour.
If, when they look round the world, they feel
exultation, let it be tempered with benevo-
lence to others, and gratitude to God, ¢ who
¢ hath made of one blood all nagipae of men
¢« for to dwell on all the face of the earth*;
¢¢ and whofe wifdom is not our wifdom, nei-
*¢ ther are our ways his ways.”

.

* A&s xvii, 26,

‘LQ
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CHAP IL

The author’s birth and paremtage—His being
kidnapped with his fiter—Their feparation —
Surprife at meeting again— Are finally [eparat-
ed—Account of the different places and inci-
dents the author mer with till his arrival on
the ccafi—The effect the fight of a flave fbip
had on him—He fails for the Weft Indies—
Horrors of a flave fhip— Arrives at Barba-
does, where the cargo is fold and difperfed.

I HorE the reader will not think I have
trefpafled on his patience in introducing my-
~. felf to him with {fome account™of the manners
- and cuftoms of my country. They had been
implanted in' me with great care, and made
an impreflion on my mind, which time¥eould
" not erafe, and which all the adverfity and -
- variety of fortune I have fince experienced,
ferved only to rivet and record; for, whether
the love of one’s country be real or imagin-
ary, or a leffon of reafon, or an inftinét of na-=
ture, I ftill look back with pleafure on the
firft fcenes of my life, though that pleafure
has been for the moft part mingled with

{orrow, - : I have
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T have already acquainted the reader with
the time and place of my birth. My father,
befides many flaves, had a numerous family,
of which feven lived to grow up, includin
myfelf and a fifter, who was the only daugh-
ter. As I was the youngeft of the fons, I be-
came, of courfe, the gréateft favourite with
my mother, and was always with her; and
fhe ufed to take particular pains to form my
mind. I was trained up from my earlieft
years in the art of war: my daily exercife
was fhooting and throwing javelins; and m
mother adorned me with emblems, after the
manner of our greateft warriors. In this way
I grew up till 1 was turned the age of eleven,
when an end was put to my happinefs in the
following manner: Generally when the
grown people in the neighbourhood were gone
far in the fields to labour, the chiidren aflem- -
bled together in fome of the neighbours’
premifes to play ; and commonly fome of us
ufed to get up a tree to look out for any -
affailant, or kidnapper, that might come upon
us; for they fometimes took thofe opportunities
of our parents’ abfence, to attack and carry off
2 many as they could feize., One day, as I
was watching at the top of a tree inour yard,
I faw one of thofe pe ple come into the yard
of aur next aeighbour but one, fo kidnap,
C 4 ' ‘there

Al
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there being many flout young people in it.
Immediately on this I gave the alarm of the
rogue, and Te was furrounded by the ftouteft
of them, who entangled himWith cords, fo
that he could not efcape till fome of the grown
people came and fecured him. But alas!
ere long it was my fate to be thus attacked,
and to be carried off, when none of the grown
people were nigh. One day,when all our peo-
pie were gone out to their worksas ufual, and
orlj I and my dear fifter were left to mind
the houfe, two men and a woman got over
our walls, and in a moment {eized us both;
and, without giving us time to cry out, or
make refiffance, they ftopped our mouths, and
ran off with us into the neareft wood. Here
they tied our hands, and continued to carry
us as far-as they could, till night came on,
when we reached a {mall houfe, where the
robbers halted for refrethment and {pent the
night. - We were then unbound, but were un-
able to take any food ; and, being quite over-
powered by fatigue and gnef our only relief
was fome ﬂeep, which allayed our misfortune
for a thort time. The next morning we left the
houfe, and continued travelling all the day,
Fora long time we had kept the woods, but
at laft we came into a road which I believed
Iknew, I had now fome hopes of being de-<
. livered ;
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livered; for we had advanced but a little way
before I difcovered fome people at a diftance, -
on which I began to cry out for their affiftance;
but my cries had no other effet than to make
them tie me fafter and ftop my mouth, and
then they put me into a large fack. They
alfo flepped .my fifter’s mouth, and tied her
hands; and in this manner ‘'we proceeded till
we were out of the fight of thefe people.—
‘When we went to reft the following night they
offered us fome victuals ; but we refufed it;
and the only comfort we Had was in being in
one another’s arms all that night, and bathing
each other with our tears, But alas! we were
foon deprived of even the {mall comfort of
weeping together. The next day proved a
day of greater forrow than I.had yet expe- .
rienced ; for my fifter and I were then feparat-
ed, while we lay clafped in each other’s arms:
it was in vain that we befought them not to
" part us; fhe was torn from me, gnd immedi-
ately carried away, while [ was [@fadn a flate
of diftraltion not to be defcribed.« I cried
. and grieved continually ; and for feveral days
did not eat any thing but what they forcgd
into my mouth. At length, after many days
travelling, during which I had often changed
mafters, [ got into the hands of a chieftain, in
a very pleafant country. This man had two

Cj; wives
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wives and fome children, and they all ufed me
extromely well, and did all they could to com-
fort me; particularly the firft wife, who was
fomething like my mother. Although I was
a great many days journey from my father’s
houfe, yet thefe people {poke exaétly the fame
language with us. 'T'his firft mafter of mine,
as I may call him, was a {fmith, and my prin-
cipal employment was working his bellows,
which were the fame kind as I had feenin my
vicinity. They were in fome refpets not
unlike the floves here in gentlemen’s kitchens;
and were covered over with leather; and in
the middle of that leather a ftick was fixed,
and a perfon ftood up, and worked it, in the
fame manner as is done to pump water out of a
catk with a hand pump. [ believe it.was gold
he worked, for it was of a lovely brighit yellow
colour, and was worn by the women on their
wrifts andancles. I was therel fuppofe about a
month, and they at laft ufed to truft me {fome
little diftance from the houfe. This liberty I
ufed in embracing every opportunity to in-
quire the way to my own home: and I alfo
fometimes, for the {fame purpofe, went with
the maidens, in the cool of the evenings, to
bring pitchers of water from the {prings for
the ufe of the houfe. I had alfo remarked
where the fun rofe in the morning, and fet }ixn

the

.3
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the evening, as I had travelled along; and I
had obferved that my father’s houfe was to=
wards the rifing of the fun. Itherefore deter-
mined :o {eize the firft opportunity of making
my efcape, and to thape my courfe for that
quarter ; for I was quite opprefled and weigh-
ed down by grief after my mother and friends 5
and my love of liberty, ever great, was
firengthened by the mortifying circumftance
of not daring to eat with the free-born children,
although I was moftly their companion.—
While I was projecting my efcape, one
an unlucky event happened, which quite dif-.
concerted my plan, and put an end to my
hopes. I ufed to be fomeiimes employed in
aflifting an elderly woman flave to cook and
take care of the poultry : and one morning,
while I was feeding fome chickens, I happen~
ed to tofs a fmall pebble at one of them,
which hit it on the middle, and direély killed
it. The old flave, having" foon after miffed
the chicken, inquired after it; and on my re-
lating the accident (for I ‘told her the truth,
becaufe my mother would never {uffer me to
tell a lie) fhe flew into a violent paffion, threat~
ened that I fhould fuffer for it; anj}, my maf-
ter being out, the immediately went and told
her miftrefs what I had done. This alarmed
‘me very much, and I expeéted an inftant
' Cé " flogging,
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flogging, which to me was uncommonly
dreadful; for I had feldom been beaten at
home. I therefore refolved to fly; and ac-
cordingly Iran into a thicket that was hard by,
and hid myfelf in the buthes. Soon afterwards
my miftrefs and the flave returned, and, not
feeing me, they fearched all the houfe, but not
finding me, and I not making anfwer when
they called to me, they thought I had run a-
way, and the whole neighbourhood was raifed
in the purfuit of me. In that part of the
countrﬂy; (as well as ours) the houfes and villages
were fkirted with woods, or fhrubberies, and
the bufhes were fo thick that a man could
readily conceal himfelf in them, fo as to elude
the firiGteft fearch. The neighbours conti-
nued the whole day looking for me, and fe-
veral times many of them came within a few
yards of the place where I lay hid. I expedét-
ed every moment, when I heard a ruftling
among the trees, to be found out, and punithed
by my mafter : but they never difcovered me,
though they were often fo near that I even
heard their conjetures, as they were looking
about for me; and I now learned from them,
‘that any attempt to return home would be
hopelefs: Moft of them fuppofed I had fled

towards home ; but the diftance was fo great,

and the way fo intricate, that they thought I
' i could
7
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could never reach it, and that I thould be loft
in the woods. When I heard this I was feized
with a violent panic, and abandoned myfelf
to defpair. Night too -began to apptoach,
and aggravated all my fears. I had before
entertained hopes of getting home, and had
determined when it thould be dark to make
the attempt ; but I was now convinced it was
fruitlefs, and began to confider that, if poffibly
I could efcape all other animale, I could not
thofe of the human kind ; and that, not know-
ing the way, I muft perith in the woods.—
Thus was I like the hunted deer:

<¢ Ev’ry leaf and ev’ry whifp’ring breath

- ¢ Convey’d a foe, and ev’ry foe a death.”

I heard frequent ruftlings among the leaves;
and being pretty fure they were {nakes, I ex-
peéted every inftant to be ftung by them,—
"This increafed my anguith, and the horror of
my fituation became now quite infupportable.
I at length quitted the thicket, very faint and

“hungry, for I had not eaten or drank any thing
all the day ; and crept to my mafter’s kitchen,
from whence I fet out at firft, and which was
an open fhed, and laid myfelf down in the
athes with an anxious wifh for death torelieve
me from all my pains. I was fcarcely awake
in the morning, when the old woman flave,

who
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who was the firft up, came to light the fire,
and faw me in the fire place. She was very
much furprifed to fee me, and could {carcely
believe her own eyes. She now promifed to
intercede for me, and went for her mafter,
who foon after came, and, having flightly re-
primanded me, ordered me to be taken care
of, and not ill treated.

Soon after this my mafter’s only daughter,
and child by his firft wife, fickened and died,
which affeCted him fo much that for fome time
he was alm ft frantic, and really would have
killed himfelf, had he not been watched and
prevented. However, in a fmall time after- .
wards he recovered, and 1 was again fold. I
was now carried to the left of the fun’s rifing,
through many dreary waftes and difmal woods,
amidft the hideous roarings of wild beafts.—
The people I was fold to ufed to carry me
very often, when I was tired, either on their
fhoulders or on their backs. I faw many
convenient well-built fheds along the road, at
proper diftances, to accommodate the mer-
chants and travellers, who lay in thofe build-
ings along with their wives, who often accom-
pany them; and.they always go well armed.

_ From the time I left my own nation Ialways
found fomebody that underftood me till I came:
to the fea coaft. The languages of different
: nations
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nations did not totally differ, nor were they
{o copious as thofe of the Europeans, particu-
larly the Englith, They were thérefore eafily
learned; and, while | was journeying thus
through Africa, I acquired two or three differ-
ent tongues. In this manner I had been tra«
velling for a confiderable time, when one
evening, to my great furprife, whom fhould
{ee brought to the houfe where 1 was but my
dear fifter ? As foon asfhe faw me fhe gave a
loud fhriek, and ran into my arms—I was
quite overpowered : neither of us could fpeak
but, for a confiderable time, clung to each
other in mutual embraces, unable to do any
thing but weep. Our meeting affected al}
who faw us; and indeed I muft acknowledge,
in honour of thofe fable deftroyers of human
rights, that I never met with any ill treatment,
or faw any offered to their flaves, except tying
them, when neceflary, to keep them from
running away, When thefe people knew we
were brother and fifter- they indulged us to
be together; and the man, to whom I fuppof-
ed we belonged, lay with us, he in the mid-
dle, while the and I held one another by the
hands acrofs his breaft all night ; and thus for
a while we forgot. our inisfortunes in the joy
of being together : but even this {mall comfort
was foon to have ap end ; for {carcely hac} thel
ata
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fatal morning appeared, when fhe was again
torn from me for ever! I wasnow more mifer-
able, if pofiible, than before. The fmall re~
lief which her prefence gave me from pain
was gone, and the wretchednefs of my fitua-
tion was ‘redoubled by my anxiety after her
fate, and my apprehenfions left her fufferings
fhould be greater than mine, when I could not
be with her to alleviate them. Yes, thoudear

partner of all my childith fports! thou fharer

of my joys and {orrows ; happy thould I have
ever efteemed my{elf to encounter every mifery
for you, and to procure your freedom by the
facrifice of my own! Though you were early
forced from myarms,yourimage hasbeenalways
rivetted in my heart, from which neither #/me
nor fortune have been able to remove it: {o that,
while the thoughts of your {fufferings have
damped my profperity, they have mingled
with adverfity and increafed its bitternefs.—

To that Heaven which protects the weak from

the ftrong, I commit the care of your inno-
cence and virtues, if they have not already re-
ceived their full reward, and if your youth
and delicacy have not long fince fallen vi€tims
to the violence of the African trader, the pefti-
lential ftench of a Guinea fhip, the feafoning
in the European colonies, or the lath and luft
of a brutal and unrelenting overfeer,
» Idid
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I did not long remain after my fifter, 1
was again fold, and carried through a number
of places, till, after travelling a confiderable
time, [ came to a town called Tinmah, in the
moft beautiful country [ had yet feen in Africa.
It was extremely rich, and there were many
rivulets which flowed through it, and fupplied
a large pond in the centre of the town, where
the people wathed. Here I firft faw and taft-
ed cocoa nuts, which 1 thought iuperior to
any nuts I had ever tafied bsfore; and the
trees, which were loaded, were alfo interfperf-
ed amongft the houfes, which had commodi-
ous fhades adjoining, and were in the fame
- manner as ours, the infides being neatly plafter-
" ed and white wathed. Here I alfo faw and
tafted for the firft time fugar-cane. Their
money confifted of little white fhells, the fize
of the finger nail. I was fold here for one

hundred and feventy-two of them by a mer-
" chant who lived an¢! brought me there. I had
been about two or three days at his houfe,
when a wealthy widow, a neighbour of his,
came there one evening, and brought with her
an only fon, a young gentleman about my own
age and fize. Here they faw me; and, hav-
ing taken a fancy to me, I was bought'of the
merchant, and went home with them. Her
houfe and premifes were fituated clofe to on;_
. : O
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of thofe rivulets I have mentioned, and were
the fineft I ever faw in Africa: they were
very extenfive, and fhe had a number of flaves
to attend her. The next day I was wafhed
and perfumed, and when meal-time came, I
was led into the prefence of my miftrefs, and
eat and drank before her with her fon. This
filled me with aftonifhment; and I could fcarce
help exprefling my furprife that the young
gentleman fhould {uffer me, who was bound,
to eat with him who was free; and not only
{o, but that he would not at any time either
eat or drink till I had taken firft, becaufe I
was the eldeft, which was agreeable to our
cuftom. Indeed every thing here, and all
their treatment of me, made me forget that I
was a flave. The language of thefe people
refembled ours fo nearly, that we underftood
each other perfectly. They had alfo the very
fame cuftomsaswe. There were likewife flaves
daily to attend us, while my young mafter and
I, with other boys, fported with our darts and
bows and arrows, as [ had been ufed to do-at
home. In this refemblance to my former happy
~ ftate, I pafled about two months; and I now
began to think I was to be adopted into the
family, and was beginning to be reconciled to
my fityation, and to forget by degrees my mif-
forgunes, when all at once the delufion vani{hfed;

or,

-
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‘for, without the leaft previous knowledge, one
morning, early, while my dear mafter and
companion was ftill afleep, I was awakened
out of my reverie to freth forrow, and hurried
away even amongft the uncircumcifed.

Thus, at the very moment I dreamed of the
greateft happinefs, I found myfelf moft mifer-
able; and it feemed as if fortune wifhed to
give me this tafte of joy, only to render the
reverfe more poignant. The change I now
experienced was as painful as it was fudden
and unexpeéted. It wasa change indeed from
a flate of blifs to a fcene which is inexpreflible
by me, as it difcovered to me an element I
had never before beheld, and till then had no
idea of ; and wherein fuch inftances of hard-
thip and cruelty continually occurred as I .can

- never tefleét on but with horror.

All the nations and people 1 had hitherto
paflfed through refembled our own in their
manners, cuftoms, and language : but I came

". at length to a country, the inhabitants of

which differed from us in all thofe particulars.

I was very much ftruck with this difference,
efpecially when I came among a people who
did not circumcife, and eat without wafhing

. their hands. T-hey cooked alfo in iron -pots,
and bad European cutlaffes and crofs bows,
which were unknown to us, and fo,ught;v;ith
their
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their fifts amongft themfelves. Their womerr
were not fo modeft as ours, for they eat, and
drank, and flept, with their men. But above
all, I'was amazed tofee no facrifices or offerings
among them. In fome of thofe places the people
ornamented themfelves with{cars,and likewife
filed their teeth very fharp. They wanted
fometimes to ornament me in the fame man-
ner, but I would not fuffer them; hoping that
I might fome time be among a people who did
not thus disfigure themfclves, as I thought
they did. At laft I came to the banks of a
large river, which was covered with canoes,
in which the people appeared to live with
their houfehold utenfils and provifions of all
kinds. I was beyond meafure aftonithed at
this, as I had never before feen any water
larger than a pond or a rivulet: and my fur-
prife was mingled with no fmall fear when I
was put into one of thefe canoes, and we be-
gan to paddle and move along the river. We
continued going on thus till night; and when
we came to land, and made fires on the .banks,
each family by themfelves, fome dragged their
canoes on fhore, others ftayed and cooked in
theirs, and laid in them all night. Thofe on
the land had mats, of which they made tents,
fome in the fhape of little houfes: in thefe we

flept: and after the morning meal, we em-
' " barked
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barked again and proceeded as before. I was -
often very much aftonithed to fee fome of the
women, as well as the men, jump into the
water, dive to the bottom, come up again, and
{wim about, Thus I continued to travel,
fometimes by land, fometimes by water,
through different countries and various na-
tions, till, at the end of fix or feven months
after I had been kidnapped, I arrived at the
fea coaft. It would be tedious and unintereft-
ing to relate all the incidents which befel me .
during this journey, and which I have not yet
forgotten; of the various lands I pafled
through, and the manners and cuftoms of all
the different people among whom 1 lived: I
fhall therefore only obferve, that in all the
places where I was, the foil was exceedingly
rich ; the pomkins, aedas, plantains, yams,
&c. &c. were in great abundance, and of
incredible fize. There were alfo large quan-
tities of different gums, though not ufed for-.
any purpofe; and every where a great deal
of tobacco. The cotton even grew quite
wild; and there was plenty of red wood, 1
faw nomechanics.whatever in all the way, ex
cept fuchas] have mentioned. The chief em-~
ploymentin all thefe countries was agriculture,
anc{ boththe males and females, as with us, were
brought up toit, and trained in the arts of wz;lr.

The
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The firft object which faluted my eyes when
I arrived on the coaft was the fea, and a flave
thip, which was then riding at anchor, and
waiting for its cargo. Thefe filled me with
aftonithment, which was foon converted into
terror, which [ am yet at a lofs to defcribe;
and the then feelings of my mind when I was
carried on board. I was immediately handled,
and toffed up to fee if I were found, by fome
of the crew; and I was now perfeaded that I
had got into a world of bad {pirits, and that
they were going to kill me. Their complexions
too differing fo much from ours, their long hair,
and the language they fpoke (which was very
different from any 1 had ever heard), united
to confirm me in this belief. Indeed fuch
were the horrors of my views and fears at the
moment, that, if ten thoufand worlds had been
my own, I would have freely parted with them
all to have exchanged my condition with that
of the meaneft flave in my own country. When
I looked round the thip too and faw a large
furnace or copper boiling, and a multitude of
blaek people of every defcription chained to-
gether, every one of their couatenances ex-
prefling dejection and forrow, I no longer
doubted of my fate; and, quite overpowered
with horror and anguifh, I fell motionlefs on
the deck and fainted. When I recovcrfid la
' . little
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. little T found fome black people about me,
who I believed were fome of thofe who brought
me on board, and had been receiving their
pay; they talked to me in order to cheer me,
but all in vain. 1 atked them if we were not
to be eaten by thofe white men with horrible
looks, red faces, and long hair. They told me
I was not: and one of the crew brought me a
fmall portion of fpirityous liquor in 2 wine
glafs; but, being afraid of him, I would not
take it out of his hand. One of the blacks -
therefore took it from him and gave it to me,
and I took a little down my palate, which
inftead of reviving me, as they thought it
would, threw me into the greateft confterna-
tion at the ftrange feeling it produced, havjng
never tafted any fuch liquor before. Soon after
this the blacks who brought me on board went
off, and left me abandoned to defpair. I.now
faw myfelf deprived of all chance of returning
to my native country, or even the leaft glimpfe
of hope of gaining the thore, which I now con-
fidered as friendly; and I even withed for my
former flavery in preference to my prefent
fituation, which was filled with horrors of every
kind, ftill heightened by my ignorance of what
I was fo undergo. I was not long fuffered to
indulge my grief; 1 was{oon put down under
the decks, and there I received fuch a falu-
tation
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tation in my noftrils asI had never experienced
in my life: fo that, with the loathfomenefs of
the ftench, and crying together, I became fo
fick and low that | was not able to eat, nor
-had I the leaft defire to tafte any thing. I now
wifhed for the laft friend, death, to relieve me
but foon, to my grief, two of the white men
offered me eatables; and, on my refufing to
eat, one of them held me faft by the hands,
and laid me acrofs, I think the windlafs, and
tied my feet, while the other flogged me
feverely. I had never experienced any thing
of this kind before; and although not being
ufed to the water, I naturally feared that ele-
ment the firft time I faw it, yet neverthelefs,
could I have got over the nettings, I would
have jumped over the fide, but I could not;
and, befides, the crew ufed to watch us very
clofely who were not chained down to the
decks, left we thould leap into the water: and
I have feen fome of thefe poor African pri- .
foners moft feverely cut for attempting to do
{o, and hourly whipped for not eating. This
indeed was often the cafe with myfelf. Ina
little time after, amongft the poor chained
men, I found fome of my own nation, which in
a fmall degree gave eafe to my mind. Iinquired
of thefe what was to be done with us? they
gave me to underftand we were to be carried

to
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to thefe white people’s country to work for
them. Ithen was a little revived, and thought,
if it were no worfe than working, my firuation
was not fo defperate: but fill I feared I thould °
be put to death, the white people looked and
afted, as I thought, in fo favage a manner;
for I had never {cen among any people fuch
inftances of brutal cruelty; and this not only
fthewn towatds us blacks, but alfo to fome of
the whites themfelves. One white man in par-
ticular I faw, when we were permitted to be
on deck, flogged fo unmercifully with a large
rope near the foremaft, that he died in confe-
quence of it; and they tofled him over the fide
as they would have done a brute. Thismade
me fear thefe people the more; and I expeéted
" nothing lefs than to be treated in the fame
manper. 1 could not help exprefling my fears
and apprehenfions to fome of my countrymen:
I afked them if thefe people had no country,
but lived in this hollow place (the fhip) ? they
told me they did not, but came from a diftant
one. .¢ Then,” {aid I, ¢ how comes it in all
¢ our country we never heard of them?’ The
told me, becaufe they lived fo very far off. T
then afked, where were their women? had the
any like themfelves? I was told they had:
¢ And why,’ faid I, ¢ do we not fee them?
they an{wered, becaufe they were left behind.
' 1 afked
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I atked how the veffel could go? they told me
they could not tell; but that there were cloth
put upon the mafts by the help of the ropes I
"daw, and then the veflel went on; and the
white men had fome {pell or magic they put
in the water when they liked in order to fiop
the veflel. . I was exceedingly amazed at this
account, and really thought they wene fpirits.
I therefore withed much to be from amongft
them, for I expeéted they would facrifice me:
but my wifhes were vain; for we were fo quar-
tered that it was impofiible for any of us to
make our efcape. While we ftayed on the
coaft I was moftly on deck; and one day, to
my great aftonithment, I faw one of thefe vef-
fels coming in with the fails up. Asfoon as
the whites faw it, they gave a great fthout, at
which we were amazed; and the more fo as
the veflel appeared larger by approaching
nearer. At laft the came to an anchor in my
fight, and when the anchor was let go, I and
my countrymen who faw it were loft in afto-
mifhment ‘to obferve the veflel ftop; and were
now convinced it was done by magic. Soon
after this the other fhip got her boats out, and
they came’on board of us, and the people of
both fhips feemed very glad to fee each other.
Several of the ftrangers alfo fhook hands with

us black people, and made motions with their
hands,
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hands, fignifying, I fuppofe, we were to go to
their country; but we did not underftand
them. Atlaft, when the thip we were in had
got in all her cargo, they made ready with
many fearful noifes, and we were all put un-
der deck, fo that we could not fee how they
managed the veflel. But this difappointment
was the leaft of my forrow. The ftench of the
" hold while we were on the coaft was {o into-
lerably loathfome, that it was dangerous to
remain there for any time, and fome of us had
been permitted to flay on the deck for the
frefh air; but now that the whole fhip’s cargo
were confined together, it became abfulutely
peftilential.  The clofenefs of the place, and
the heat of the climate, added to the number
in the fthip, which-was fo crowded that each
had fcarcely room to turn himfelf, almoft fuf-
focated us. This produced copious perfpira-
tions, fo that the air foon became unfit for re«
fpiration, from a variety of loathfome fmells,
and brought on a ficknefs among the flaves, of
which many died, thus falling vi¢tims to ihe
the improvident avarice, as I may call it, of
their purchafers  This wretched fitvation was
again aggravated by the galling of the chains,
now become infupportable; and the filth of
the neceflary tubs, into which the children
oftén fell, and were almoft fuffocated. , The

D2 fhrieks



[ 52 ]

fhrieks of the women, and the groans of the .
dying, rendered the whole a fcene of hortor
almoft inconceivable. Happily perhaps for
myfelf I was foon reduced {fo low here that it
was thought neceflary to keep me almoft
always on deck ; and from my extreme youth
I was not put in fetters. In this fituation I
expeted every hour to fhare the fate of my
companions, fome of whom Were almoft daily
brought upon deck at the point of death,
which I began to hope would foon put an end
- to my miferies. Often did I think many of
the inhabitants of the deep much mcre happy
than myfelf; I envied them the freedom they
enjoyed, and as often withed I could change
my condition for theirs. Every circumftance
I met with ferved only to render my ftate
more painful, and heighten my apprehenfions
~and my opinion of the cruelty of the whites.
One day they had taken a number of fithes;
and when they had killed and fatisfied them=
felves with as many as they thought fit, to our
aftonifhment who were on the deck, rather
than give any of them to us to eat, as we ex-
pe&ted, they toffed the remaining fith into the
fea again, although we begged and prayed for
fome as well as we could, but in vain; and
fome of my countrymen, being prefled” by
hunger, took an opportunity, when -they
thought
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thought no offe faw them, of trying to geta
- Jdittle -privately; but they were difcovered,

"~ and the attempt procured them fome very
fevere floggings. ,

One day, when we had a fmooth fea and
moderate wind, two of my wearied country-
men who were chained together (I was near
them at the time), preferring death to fuch a
life of mifery, fomehow made through the

‘néttings and jumped into the fea: imme-
diately another quite dejected fellow, who on
account of his illnefs was fuffered to be out of
irons, alfo followed their example ; and I be.
lieve many more would very foon have done

the fame, if they had not been prevented b
the fhip’s crew, who were inftantly alarmed.
Thofe of us that were the moft altive were in -
a moment put down under the deck; and
there was fuch a noife and confufion amongft
the people of the fhip-as I never heard be-.
. fore, to ftop her, and get the boat out to go
after the flaves. However two of the wretches
were drowned, but they got the other, and
afterwards flogged him unmercifully, for thus
attempting to.prefer death to flavery. In this
manner we continued to undergo more hard-
thips than I can now relate, hardthips which
are infeparable from this accurfed trade.—
Many a time we were near fuffocation from
D 3 " the.
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the want of frefh air, which we were often
without for whole days together. This, and
the ftench of the neceffary tubs, carried off
many. During our paflage I firft faw flying
fithes, which furprifed me very much: they
ufed frequently to fly acrofs the fhip, and
many of them fell on the deck. I alio now
firft faw the ufe of the quadrant; I had often
with aftonithment feen the mariners make ob-
{ervations with it, and I could not think what
it meant, They at laft took notice of. m
“furprife : and one of them, willing to increa(};
it, as well as to gratify my curiofity, made me
one day look through it. The cloudsesap-
_ peared to me to be land, which difappeared
as they pafled along. - This heightened my
wonder; and I was now'more perfuaded than
ever that I was in another world, and that
every thing about me was magic. At laft
we came in fight of - the ifland of Barbadoes, -
at which the whites on board gave a great
thout, and made many figns of joy to_ us.
‘We did not know what to think of this; but
as the veflel drew nearer we plainly faw the
harbour, and other fhips of different kinds
and fizes; and we foon anchored amongft
them off Bridige Town. Many merchants
and planters now came on board, though it
was 1n the evening. They put us in {epa-
rate
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rate parcels, and examined us attentively,—
"Fhey alfo made us jump, and pointed to
the land, fignifying we were to go there.
We thought by this we fhould be eaten by
thefe ugly men, as they appeared to us;
and, when foon after we were all put down
under the deck again, there was much dread
and trembling among us, and nothing but
bitter cries to be heard all the night from
thefe apprehenfions, infomuch that at lait the
white people got fome old flaves from the
land to pacify us. They told us we were not
to be eaten, but to work, and were foon to
go on land, where we fhould fee many of our
country people. This report eafed us much ;
and fure enough, foon after we landed, there
came to us Africans of all languages. We
were conduéted immediately to the merchant’s
Yard, where we were all pent up tegether
ike fo many fheep in a fold, without regard
to fex or age. As every objet was new to
me, every thing I faw filled me with furprife.
What ftruck me firft was that the houfes were

built with bricks and ftories, and in ever
other refpect different frum thofe I had feen
in Africa: but I was ftill more aftonithed on
{eeing people on horfeback. I did not know
- what this could mean; and indeed I thought
D4 - thefe
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thefe people were full of nothing but magicat
arts. - \While I'was in this aftonithment one
of my fellow prifoners {poke to a countryman
of his about the horfes, who faid they were
the fame kind they had in their country. I
underftood them, though they were from a
ditlant part of Africa, and 1 thought it odd
I had not feen any horfcs there; but after-
wards, when I came to converfe with different
Africans, | found they had many horfes amongft
them, and much larger than thofe I then faw.
We were not many days in the merchant’s
cuftedy before we were fold after their ufual
‘manner, which is this:—On a fignal given,
(as the beat of a drum), the buyers rufh at
once into the yard where the flaves are con-
fined, and maZe choice of that parcel the
like beft. The noife and clamour with whici
this is attended, and the eagernefs vifible in
the countenances of the buyers, ferve not a
little to increafe the apprehenfion of the ters
rified Africans, who may well be fuppofed to
confider them as the minifters of that deftruc-
tion to which they think themfelves devoted.
In this manner, without {cruple, are relations
and friends feparated, moft of them never to
fee each other again. I remember in the
veflel in which I was brought over, in the
‘men’s apartment, there were feveral br_othelrls,

‘ who
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who, in the fale, were fold in different lots ;
and it was very moving on this occafion to
fee and hear their cries at parting. O, ye
nominal Chriftians! might not an African atk
you, learned you this from your God, wha
fays unto you, Do unto all men as you would
men fhould do unto you? Is it not enough
that we are torn from our country and friends
to toil for your luxury and luft olY gain? Muft
every tenc?;r feeling be likewife facrificed to
our avarice? Are the deareft friends and re-

tions, now rendered more dear by their fe-
?aration from their kindred, flill to be parted
rom each other, and thus prevented from
cheering the gloom of flavery with the {mall
comfort of being together and mingling their
fufferings and forrows? Why are pareats to
lofe- their children, brothers their fifters, or
hufbands their wives? Surely this is a new
refinement in cruelty, which, while it has
no advantage to atone for it, thus aggravates
diftrefs, and adds freth horrors even to the

“ wretchednefs of flavery. '

Ds CHAP.
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CHAP IL

The author is carried to Virginia— His diffrefs—
Surprife at feeing a piéture and a watch—Is
bought by Captain Pafcal, and [ets oat for
England— His tcrror during the voyage— Ar-
rives in England—His wounder at a fall of
Jnow—TIs fent to Guernfey, and in fome -time
goes on board a fbip of war with bis mafiér—
Some account of the expedition againft Louif-
bourg under the command of Admiral Bofcawen,
in 1758. -

I now totally loft the {fmall remains of com-
fort IM had enjoyed in converfing with my
countrynfen ; the women too, who ufed to
wafh and take care of me, were all gone dif-
ferent ways, and I never faw one of them
afterwards. ‘ ' :

I flayed in this ifland for a few days; [
believe it could not be ab.uve a fortnight s
when | and fome few more flaves, that were
not faleable amongft the reft, from very much
frctting, were fhipped off in a floop for North
America, On te patlage we were better
treated than when we were coming from Afri-
ca, and we had plenty of rice and fat pork.

. Wer
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We were landed up a river a good way from
the fea, about Virginia county, where we
faw few or none of our native Africans, and
not one foul who could talk to me. I wasa
few weeks weeding grafs and gathering flones
in a plantation ; and at laft all my companions
were diftributed different ways, and only my-
felf was left. I was now exceedingly mifer:
able, and thought myfelf worfe off than any
of the reft of my companions ; for they could
talk .to each other, but I had no perfon to
fpeak to that | could underftand. In this
ftate I was conflantly grieving and pining,
and wifhing for death rather than any thing
elfe.  While I was in this plantation the gen-
_tleman to whom | foppofed the eftaie belonged
being unwell, I was one day feat for to his
dwelling houfe to fan him: when I came into .
the room where he was I was very much af-
frighted at fome things I faw, and the more
fo as T bad feen a black woman flave as I
came through the houfe, who was cooking the
dinner, and the poor creature was. cruelly
loaded with various kinds. of irom machines ;
fhe had one particularly on her head, which
locked her mouth {o faft that {he could fcarcely
dpeak ; and could not ¢at mor drink. Iwas much
_aftonithed and fhocked at this contrivance,
which I afterwards lecarned was called the
’ D 6 irom
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iron muzzle. Soon after I had a fan put isto
my hand, to fan the gentleman while he flept;
and fo I did indeed with great fear. While
he was faft afleep I indulged myfelf a great
deal in looking about the room, which to me
appeared very fine and curious, The firft
object that engaged my attention was a watch
which hung on the chimney, and was going.
1 was quite furprifed at the noife it made, and
was afraid it would tell the gentleman any
thing I might do amifs: and when I imme-
diately after obferved a picture hanging in
the room, which appeared conftantly to look
at me, I was flill more affrighted, having
never feen fuch things as thefe before. At.

‘one time I thought it was fomething relative
~ to magic; and not feeing it move I thought
it might be fome way the whites had to keep
their great men when they died, and offer
them libations as we ufed to do to our friendly
fpirits. In this flate of anxiety I remained
till my mafter awoke, when I was difmiffed
out of the room, to my no {mall fatisfadtion
and relief; for I thought that thefe people were
all made up of wonders. In this place I was
called Jacob; but on board the African {now
I was called Michael.. 1 had been fome time
in this miferable, forlorn, and much dejeted
Atate, without having any one to talk to, which

made
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made my life a burden, when the kind and
unknown hand of the Creator (who in every
deed leads the blind in a way they know not)
now began to appear, to my comfort; for one
day the captain of & merchant fhip called the
Induftrious Bee, came on fome bufinefs to my
mafler’s houfe. This gentleman, whofe name
was-Michael Henry Pafcal, was a lieutenant
in the royal navy, but now commanded -this.
trading fhip, which was fomewhere in the
confines of the county many miles off. While
he was at my mafter’s houfe it happened that
he {aw me, and liked me {o well that he made
a purchafe of me. 1 think I have often heard
him fay he gave thirty or forty pounds fterling
for me; but I do not now remember which.
However, he meant me for a prefent to fome
of his friends in England : and I was fent ac-
cordingly from the houfe of my then mafter
(one Mr. Campbell) to the place where the
fhip lay; I was condufted on horfeback by
an elderly black man {a mode of travelling
which appeared very odd to me). Whenl
arrived I was carried en board a fine large
fhip, loaded with tobacco, &c. and juft ready
to fail for England. 1 now thought my con-
dition much meaded; [ had fails to lie -on,
and plenty of good vituals to eat; and every
body on board ufed me very kindly, quite
-~ 8

contrary
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contrary to what I had feen of any white peo-
ple before; I therefoie began to think that
they were not all of the fame difpofition A
few days after I was on board we failed for
England. I was ftill at a lofs to conjeéiure
my deftiny. By this time, however, I could
fmatter a litle imperfe&t Englith; and I
wanted to know as well as I could where we
were going. Some of the people of the thip
ufed to tell me they were going to carry me
back to my own country, and this made me
very happy. I was quite rejoiced at the idea
of going back ; and thought if I thould get
home what wonders [ thould have to tell. But
I was referved for another fate, and was foon
undeceived when we came within fight of the
Englith coaft. While I was on board this thip
my captain and mafter named me Gufavas
Vafa. 1 at that time began to underftand him
a little, and refufed ro be cailed fo, and told
him as well as I cou'd that | would be called
Jacob; but he faid I fhould not, and fill
called me Guftavus: and when 1 refufed to
anfwer to my new name, which at firft I did,
it gained me many a cuff; {o at length I fub-
mitted, and by which I have been known
ever fince. . The.thip hada very lonz paflage;
~ and on that account we had very fhort allow-
ance of provifions. Towards the laft we had

~only
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only one pound and a half of bread per week,
and about the fame quantity of meat, and one
quart of water a-day. ‘We f{poke with only
one veflel the whole time we were at fea, and
but once we caught a few fithes. In our ex-
tremities the captain and people told me in
jeft they would kill and eat me, but I thoughs
them in earneft, and was deprefled beyond
meafure, expelting every moment to be my
laft. 'While I was in this firuation one even-
ing they caught; with a good deal of trouble;
a large thark, and got it on boatd. Thisglads
dened my poor heart exceedingly, as I thought
it would ferve the people to eat inftead of
their eating me ; but very foon, to my attonifh-
ment, they cut off a finall past of the tail,
and tofled the reft over the fide. This re-
newed my confternation; and I did not know
what to think of thefe white people, -though
I very much feared - they would kill and eat
me.. There was on board the fhip a young
lad who had never been at fea before, about
four or five years older than myfelf: his name
was Richard Baker. He was a native of Ame-
rica, had received an excellent education,
and was ‘of a moft amiable tempcr. Soom
afier I went on board he fhewed me a great
deal of partiality and attention, and in return
I grew extremely fond of him, We at length
became
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bécame infeparable; and, for the fpace: of
two years, he was of very great ufe to me,
and was my conftant companion and inftruc-
tor. Although this dear youth had many
flaves of his own, yet he and I have gone
through many {ufferings together on thipboard ;
and we have many nights lain in each other’s
bofoms when we were in great diftrefs. Thus
fuch a friendfhip was cemented between us
as-we cherithed till his death, which, to my
very great {forrow, happened in the year 1959,
when he was up the Archipelago, on board
his majefty’s fhip the Prefton: anevent which
I have mever ceafed to regret, as I loft ag
once a kind interpreter, an agreeable com.
panion, and a faithful friend; who, at the
age of fifteen, difcovered a mind fuperjor to
prejudice; and who was not athamed to no-
tice, to aflociate with, and to be;the friend
and - inftruftor of, one who was ignerant, 3
firanger, of a different complection, and .a
flave! My miafter had lodged in his mother’s
houfe in :America: he refpeCted him very
much, and made him always eat with him in
the cabin. He ufed often to"tell him jocu-
larly that he would kill and eat e. : Some-
times he would fay to me—the black people
were not good to eat, and would afk me if we
did not eat people in my country. Hléli‘d’

. 0:
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No: then he faid he would kill Dick (as he
always called him) firft, and afterwards me.
Though this hearing relieved my mind-a lit-
tle as to myfelf, I was alarmed for Dick, and
whenever he was called I ufed to be very much
afraid he was to be killed ; and I would peep
and watch to fee if they were going to kill
him: nor was I free from this confternation
till we made the land. One night we loft a
man overboard; and the cries and noife were
fo great and confufed, in flopping the thip,
that I, who did not know what was the mat-
ter, began, as ufual, to be very much afraid,
and to think they were going to make an of-
fering with me, and perform fome magic;
which I ftill believed they dealt in. As the - -
waves were very high ] thought the Ruler of
the feas was angry, and I expected to be of-
fered up to appeafe him. This filled my mind
‘with agony, and I could not any more that
night clofe my eyes again to reft. However,
when daylight appeared, 1 was a little eafed
in my mind; but ftill every time I was called
lufed to think it was-to be killed. Some
time after this we faw fome very large fith,
which I afterwards found were called gram-
uffes. They looked to me extremely terri-
le, and made their appearance juft at dufk;
and were {o near as to, blow the water on the
- ’ thip’s.
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fhip’s deck. I believed them to be the rulers
of the fea; and as the white people did not
make any offerings at any time, I thought
they were angry with them: and, at laft,
what confirmed my belief was, the wind juft
then died away, and a cilm enfued, and in
confequence of it the fhip ftopped going. 1
fuppofed that the fith had performed this,
and I hid myfelf in the forepart of the fhip,
through fear of being offered up to appeafe
them, every minute peeping and quaking:
but my good friend Dici came fhortly to-
wards me, and I took an opportunity to atk
him, as well as I could, what thefe fith were,
Not being able to talk much Englith, I could
but juft make him underftand my queftion ;
and not at all, when I atked him if any of-
ferings were to be made to them: however,
he told me thefe fith would fwallow any body ;
which {ufficiently alarmed me. Here he was
" called away by the captain, who was leaning
over the quarter-deck railing and looking at
the fith; and moft of the people were bufied
in getting a barrel of pitch to light, for them
to play with, The captain now called me
to him, having learned fome of my appre-
‘benfions from Dick; and having diverted
‘himfelf .and others for fome time with my
fears, which appeared ludicrous enough. ia

my
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my crying and trembling, he difmiffed me.
The barrel of pitch was now lighted and put
over the fide into the water: by this time it
was juft dark, and the fith went after it ; and,

to my great joy, I faw them no more.
However, all my alarms began to fubfide
when we got fight of land; and at laft the
thip arrived at Falmouth, after a paflage of
thirteen weeks.  Every heart on board
feemed gladdened on our reaching the fhore,
and none more than mine. ‘The captain
immediately went on fhore, and fent on
board fome frefh provifions, which we wanted
very much: we made good ufe of them, and
our famine was foon turned into feafting, almoft
without ending. It was about the beginning
of the {pring 1757 when I arrived in Eng-
land, and I was near twelve years of age at
that time. I was very much ftruck with the
buildings and the pavement of the fireets in
Falmouth; and, indeed, every obje&t I faw
filled me with new furprife. One morning,
- when I got upon deck, I faw it covered all
over with the fnow that fell over-night: asI
had never feen any thing of the kind before,
I thought it was falt; {o I immediately ran
down to the mate and defired him, as well as
I could, to come and fec how fomebody in
the night had thrown falt all over the d;f;lk.
: e
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He, knowing what it was, defired me to bring
fome of it down to him: accordingly I took
up a handful of ir, which I found very cold
indeed ; and when I br.ught it to him he de-
fired me to tafte it. I did fo, and I was fur-
prifed beyond meafure. I then atked him
what it was; he told me it was fnow : but I
could not in any wife underftand him. He
afked me if we had no fuch thing in my
country; and I told him, No. I then afked
him the ufe of it, and who made it; he told
me a great man in the heavens, called God :
but bere again I was to all intents and pur-
pofes at a Jofs to underftand him; and the
more fo, when a little after I faw the air filled
with it, in a heavy thower, which fell down
on the fame day. After this | went to church;
and having never been at fuch a place before,
I was again amazed at feeing and hearing the
fervice. Iafked all Icould about it; and they

~ gave me to underftand it was worfhipping
God, who made us and all things.. I was ftill
at 3 great Jofs, and foon got into an endlefs
field of inquiries, as well as I was able ta
fpeak and afk about things. However, my
hittle friend Dick ufed to be my beft inter-
preter; for I could make free with him, and
be always inftruéted me with pleafure: and
from what L could underftand by him of ngis

3




[ 69 1
God, and in feeing thefe white people. did
not. fcll one another as we did, I was much
pleafed ; and in this I thought they were much
happier than we Africans. I was aftonifhed
at the wifdom of the white people in all thiags
I{aw; but wasamazed at their not facrificing,
or making any offerings, and eating with un~
wathed hands, and touching the dead. T
likewife could not help remarking the parti-
cular flendernefs of their women, which I
did not at firft like; and I thought they were
not fo modeft and thamefaced as the African’
women, . S I

I had often feen my mafter and Dick em-
ployed in reading ; and I had a great curiofity
totalk to the books, as 1 thought they did;
and fo to learn how all:things had a begin<
ing: for that purpofe I have often taken up
a book, and have talked to it, and then put
my ears to it, when alone, in hopes it would
anfwer me; and | have been very much con-
cerned when I found it remained filent,

My mafter lodged at the houfe of a gentle-
man in Falmouth, who had a fine litile daugh-
ter about fix or feven years of age, and the
grew prodigioufly fond: of me; infomuch that
we ufed to eat together, and had fcrvants to
wait on us. I was fo much carefled by this
family that it often reminded me of the treat-

' : ment
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ment I had received from my little noble
African mafter. After I had been here a few
days, I was fent on board of the fhip; but the
child cried fo much after me that nothing
could pacify her till I was fent for again, It~
is ludicrous enough, that I began to fear I
thould be betrothed to this young lady; and
when my mafter atked me if I would ftay there
with her behind him, as he was going away
with the thip, which had taken in the tobacco
again, I cried immediately, and faid I would
not leave him. At laft, by ftealth, one night
I was fent on board the fhip again; and in a
little time we failed for Guernfey, where fhe
was in part owned by a merchant, one Nicho-
las Doberry. As I was now amongft a peo-
ple who had not their faces {carred, like fome
of the African nations where I had been, I
was very glad I did not let them ornament
me in that manner when I was with them.
When we arrived at Guernfey, my mafter
placed me to board and lodge with one of his
mates, who had a wife and family there; and
fome months afterwards he went to England,
and left me in care of this mate, together
with my friend Dick: this mate had a little
daughter, aged about five or fix years, with
whom I ufed to be much delighted. I had
often obferved that when her mother wathed

" her
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her face it losked very rofy; but when fhe
wathed mine it did not look fo: I therefore
tried oftentimes myfelf if I could not by wath-
ing make my face of the fame colour as my
little play-mate (Mary), butit was all in'vain;
and I now began to be mortified at the differ-
ence in our complexions. This woman behaved
to me with great kindnefs and attention ; and
taught me every thing in the fame manner as
fhe did her own child, and indeed in every
refpedt treated me as fuch. 1 remained here
till the fummer of the year 1747 ; when m
mafter, being -appointed firft lieutenant of his
majefty’s thip the Raebuck, fent for Dick and
me, and his old mate: on this we all left
Guernfey, and fet out for England in a floop
bound for London. As we were coming up
towards the Nore, where the Roebuck lay, a
man of war’s boat came alongfide to prefs-our
people: on which each man ran to bide him-
felf. 1 was very much fiightened at this,
though I did not know what it meant,.or what
to think or do. However I went and hid my-
felf alfo under a hencoop. Immediately the
prefs-gang came on board with their fwords
drawn, and fearched all about; pulled the peo-
ple out by force, and put them intoe the boat.
At laft 1 was found out alfo; the man that
found me held me up by the heels while they
: all
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all made their fport of me, I roaring and cry-
ing out all the time moft luftily ; but at laft the
mate, who was my condudtor, feeing this, came
to my affiftance, and did all he could to pacif
me; bur all to very little purpofe, till I had
{een the boat go off. Soon afterwards we'came
to the Nore, where the Roebuck lay; and, to
our great joy, my mafter came on board to us,
and brought us to the thip. When [ went on
board this large fhip, I was an-azed indeed to
fee the quantity of m:n and the guns. How-
ever my furprife began to diminifh, as my
knowledge increafed; and I ceafed to feel
thofe apprehenfions and alarms which had .
taken fuch ftrong poffeffion of me when I firft
came among the Europeans, and for fome
time after. I began now to pafs to an oppo-
fite extreme; I was fo far from being afraid
of ‘any thing new which I faw, that, after I
had been fome time in this thip, I even began
to long for an engagemenf. My griefs too,
which in young minds are not perpetual, were
now wearing away ; and I foon enjoyed myfelf .
pretty well, and felt tolerably eafy in my
prefent fituation, There was a number of
boys on board, which ftill made it more agree-
able; for we were always together, and a great
part of our time was fpent in play. I remained
in this fhip a confiderable time, during which
we
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we made feveral cruifes, and vifited a variety
of places: among others we were twice in
Holland, and brought over feveral perfons of
diftin&ion from it, whofe names I do not now
remember. On the paflage, one day, for the
diverfion of thofe gentlemen, all the boys were
called on the quarter deck, and were paired
proportionably, and then made to fight; after
which the gentlemen gave the combatants
from five to nine fhillings each. This was
the firft time I ever fought with a white boy ;
and I never knew what 1t was to have a blood
nofe before. This made me fight moft defpe-
rately; I fuppofe confiderably more than an
hour : and at laft, both of us being weary, we
were parted. I had a great deal of this kind
of fport afterwards, in which the captain and
the thip’s.company ufed very much to encou-
rage me. Sometime afterwards the thip went
to Leith in Scotland, and from thence to the
Orkneys, where .1 was furprifed in fecing
fcarcely any night; and from thence we failed
with a great fleet, full of foldiers, for Eng-
land. All this time we had never come to an
engagement, though we were frequently cruif-
ing off the coaft of France ; during which we
chafed many veflels, and took in all feventcen
prizes. Ihad been learning many of the ma-
nceavres of the fhip during our cruife; and
I was feveral times made to fire the guns.

' E One’
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" One evening, off Havre de Grace, juft as it
was growing dark, we were ftanding off fhore,
and met with a fine large French-built frigate,
- We got all things immediately ready for fight-
ing; and I now expected I thould be gratified
in feeing an engagement, which I had fo long
wifhed for in' vain. But the very moment the
word of command was given to fire, we heard
thofe on board the other thip cry ¢ Hauldown
the jib;" and in that inftant the hoifted Englith
colours. There was inftantly with us an amaz-
ing cry of—¢ Avaft!” or “flop firing;’ and I
think one or two guns had been let off; but
happily they did no mifchicf, We had hailed
them feveral times; but they not hearing, we
received no anfwer, which was the caufe of
our firing. The boat was then fent on board
of her, and fhe proved to be the Ambufcade
man of war, to my no fmall difappointment.
We returned to Portfmouth, without having
been in any aflion, juft at the trial of Admiral
Byng (whom I faw feveral times during i) :
and my mafter having left the thip, and gone
to London for promotion, Dick and I were put
on board the Savage floop of war, and we
went in her to affift in bringing off the St.
George man of war, that had ran afhore
fomewhere on the coaft. After ftaying a few
weeks on board the Savage, Dick and I were

fent on fhore at Deal, where we remained
‘ fome -




[ 75 ]

fome fhort time, till my mafter fent for us to
London, the place I had long defired exceed-
ingly to fee. We therefore both with great
pleafure got into a waggon, and came to Lon.
don, where we were received by a Mr,
Guerin, a relation of my mafter. This gen-
tleman had two fifters, very amiable ladies, .
who took much notice and great care of me,
Though I had defired fo much to fe¢ Londén,
when I arrived in it [ was unfortunately unable
to gratify my curiofity ; for I had at this time
the chilblains to fuch a degree that I could
not ftand for feveral months, and I was obliged
to be fent to St. George’s Hofpital. There I
grew fo ill, that the dotors wanted to cut my
leg off at different times, apprehending a mor-
tification ; but I always faid I would rather die
than fuffer it: and happily (I thank God) I
recovered without the operation. After being
there feveral weeks, and juft as I had reco-
vered, the fmall pox broke out on me, fo that
I was again confined; and 1 thought myfelf
riow particularly unfortucate, However I foon
recovered again; and by this time my mafter
baving been promoted to be firft lieutenant of
the Prefton man of war of fifty guns, then new
.at Deptford, Dick and I were fent on board
her, and foon after we went to Holland to
bring over the late Duke of to England,
E2 While
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While I was in this thipan incident happened,
which, though trifling, 1 beg leave to relate,
as I could not help taking particular notice of
it, and confidering it then as a judgment of
God. One morning a young man was look-
ing up to the fore-top, and in a wicked tone,
common on fhipboard, d—d his eyes about
fomething. Juft at the moment fome {mall
particles of dirt fell into his left eye, and by
the evening it was very much inflamed. The
next day it grew worfe, and within fix or feven
days he loft it. From this thip my mafter was
appointed a licutenant on beard the Royal
George. When he was going he withed me
to’ ftay on board the Prefton, to learn the
French horn; but the fhip being ordered for
Turkey I could not think of leaving my maf-
ter, to whom I was very warmly attached ;
and I told him if he left me behind it would
break my heart. This prevailed on him to
take me with him; but he left Dick on board
the Prefton, whom I embraced at parting for
the laft time. The,Royal George was the
largeft thip I had ever {Zen; fo that when I
came on board of her 1 was furprifed at the
number of people, men, women, and children,
of every denomination ; and the largenefs of
the guns, many of them alfo of brafs, which I
had never feen before. Here were alfo thops

or
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or falls of every kind of goods, and people
crying their different commodities about the
%hip as in a town. To me it appeared a little
world, into which I was again caft without a
fiiend, for-I had no longer my dear compa-
nion Dick. Wedid not ftay long here. My
mafter was not many weeks on board before
he got an appomtment to be fixth lieutenant of
the Namur, which was then at Spithead, fit-
ting up for Vice-admiral Bofcawen, who was
going with a large fleet on an expedition againit
Louitbourgh. The crew of the Royal George
were turned over to her, and the tlag of that
gallant admiral was hoifted on board, the blue
at the maintop-gallant-maft head. There was
a very great fleet of men of war of every de-
fcription affembled together for this expedi-
tion, and I was in hopes foon to have an op-
" portunity of being gratified with a fea-fight.
All things being now in readinefs, this mighty
fleet (for there was alfo Admiral Cornifh’s
fleet in company, deftined for the Eaft Indies)
at laft weighed anchor, and failed. The two
fleets continued in company for feveral days,
and then parted; Admiral Cornifh, in the
Lenox, having firft faluted our admiral in the
Namur, which he returned. We then fteered
for America; but, by contrary winds, we
were driven to Teneriffe, where I was ftruck
Ej with
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with its noted peak. Its prodigious height,
and its form, rcfembling a fugar loaf, filled
me with wonder., We remamncd in fight of
this ifland fome days, and then proceeded for
America, which we foon made, and got into
a very commodious harbour called St. George,
in Halifax, where we had fifh in great plen-
ty, and all other freth provifions. We were
here joined by different men of war and tranfs
port thips with foldiers; after which, our
tleet being increafed to a prodigious number
of fhips of all kinds, we failed for Cape Bre-
ton in Nova Scotia. We had the good and
gallant General Wolfe on board our fhip,
whofe afability made him highly eftecemed
and beloved by all the men. He often ho-
noured me, as well as other boys, with marks
of his notice; and faved me once a flogging
for fighting with a young gentleman. We
arrived at Cape Breton in the fummer of
1758 : and here the foldiers were to be land -
ed, in order to make an attack upon Louif+
bourgh. My mafter had fome part in fuper-

intending the landing; and here I was ina
fmall meafure gratified in feeing an encounter

between our men and the enemy, The
French were pofted on the fhore to receive
us, and difputed our landing for a long time :
but at laft they were driven from their

: _trenches,
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trenches, and a complete landing was ef-
fe€led. Ourtroops purfued them as far as the
town of Louitbourgh. In this aftion many
were killed on both fides. One thing re-
markable I faw this day :—A lieutenant of
the Princefs Amelia, who, as well as my
mafter, fuperintended the landing, was giving
the word of command, and while his mouth
was open a mufquet ball went through it, and
pafled out at his cheek. I hdd that day in
my hand the fcalp of an Indian king, wko
was killed in the engagement : the fcalp had
been taken off by an Highlander.. I faw this
king’s ornaments too, which were very cu-
rious, and made of feathers. ‘
. Our land forces laid fiege to the town of
Louifbourgh, while the French men of war
avere ‘blocked up in the harbour by the fleet,
the batteries at the fame time playing upon
them from the land. This they did with
fuch effe®, that one day I faw fome of the
thips fet on fire by the fhells from the bat-
teries, and I believe two or three of them
were quite burnt. At another time, about
fifty boats belonging to the Englith men of
war, commanded by Captain George Belfour
of the Atna fire thip, and Mr. Laforey, anc-
. ther juniof captain, attacked and boarded
the only two remaining French men of war
in the harbour. They alfo fet fire to a fe-
» E 4 ' venty-
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- venty-gun fhip, but a fixty-four, called the
Bienfaifant, they brought off. During my
ftay here I had often an cpportunity of being
near captain Belfour, who .was pleafed to
notice me, and liked me fo much that he
often atked my mafter to let him have me,
but he would not part with me; and no con-
fideration could have induced me to leave
him. At laft Louifbourgh was taken, and
the Englith men of war came into the har-
bour before it, to my very great joy; forl
had now more liberty of indulging myfelf,
and I went often on fhore. When the thips
were in the harbour we had the moft beauti-
ful proceflion on the water I ever faw., All
the admirals and captains of the men of war,
full drefled, and in their barges, well orna-
‘mented with pendants, came alongfide of the
Namur. The vice-admiral then went on
fhore in his barge, followed by the other of-
" ficers in order of feniority, to take poffeffion,
as I fuppofe, of the town and fort. Some
time after this the French governor and his

lady, and other perfons of note, came on’

board our fhip to dine. On this occafion our

‘thips were drefled with colours of all kinds,

from the topgallant-maft head to the deck ;

and this, with the firing of guns, formed a
moft grand and magpificent fpeétacle.

As foon as every thing here was fettled,

: Admiral
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Admiral Bofcawen failed with part of the
fleet for England, leaving fome thips behind
with Rear admirals Sir Charles Hardy and
Durell. It was now winter ; and one even-
ing, during our paflage home, about dufk,
when we were in the channel, or near found-
ings, and were beginning to look for land,
we defcried feven fail of large men of war,
which ftood off fhore. Several people on
board of our thip faid, as the two fleets were
(in forty minutes from the firft fight) within
hail of each other, that they were Englith
‘men of war; and fome of our people even
began to name fome of the thips. By this
time both fleets began to mingle, and our
admiral ordered his flag to be hoifted. At
that inftant the other fleet, which were
French, hoifted their enfigns, and gave us a
broadfide as they paffed by. Nothing could
create greater furprife and confufion among
us than this: the wind was high, the fea
rough, and we had our lower and middle
deck guns houfed in, fo that not a fingle gun
on board was ready to be fired at any of the
French thips. However, the Royal William
" and the Somerfet, being our fternmoft fhips,
became a little prepared, and each gave the
French fhips a broadfide as they paffed by.
I afterwards. heard this was a French fqua-

’ E 5 dron,
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dron, commanded by Monf. Conflans; and
certainly had the Frenchmen known our con-
dition, and had a mind to fight us, they
might have done us great mifchief. But we
were not long before we were prepared for
an engagement. Immediately many things
were tofled overboard; the fhips were made
ready for fighting as foon as poffible; and
about ten at night we had bent a new main-
fail, the old one being fplit. Being now in
readinefs for fightihg, we wore fhip, and
ftood afier the French fleet, who were one or
two thips in number more than we. How-
ever we gave them chafe, and continued pur-
fuing them all night; and at -day-light we
faw fix of them, all large thips of the line,
and an Englith Eaft Indiaman, a prize they
had taken. We chafed them all day till be-
tween three and four o’clock in the evening,
when we came up with, and pafled within
« mufquet thot of one feventy-four gun fhip,
and the Indiaman alfo, who now hoifted her
colours, but immediately hauled them down

again, On this we made a fignal for the

other fhips to take pofleflion of her; and,

fuppofing the man of war would likewife -

ftrike, we cheered, but fhe did not; though
“if we had fired into her, from being fo near,
we muft have taken her. To my utter fur-
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prife, the Somerfet, who was the next fhip
a-ftern of the Namur, made way likewife;
and, thinking they were fure of this French
fhip, they cheered in the fame manner, but
ftill continued to follow us. The French
Commodore was about a gun-fhot a-head of
all, running from us with all fpeed; and
about four o’clock he carried his foretop-
maft overboard. This caufed another loud
cheer with us; and a little after the topmaft
came clofe by us; but, toour great furprife,
inftead of coming up with her, we found fhe
went as faft as ever, if not fafter. The fea
grew now much fmoother; and the wind
lulling, the {eventy-four gun fhip we had
pafled came again by us in the very fame di-
rection, and fo near, that we heard her peo-
ple talk as fhe went by; yet not a fhot was
fired on either fide; and about five or fix
oclock, juft as it grew dark, fhe joined her
commodore. We chafed all night; but the
next day we were out of fight, fo that we
faw no more of them; and we only had the
old Indiaman (called Carnarvon I think) for
our trouble. After this we ftood in for the
channel, and foon made the land; and,
about the clofe of the year 1758—g, we got
fafe to St. Helen’s, Here the Namur ran
aground ; and alfo another large fhip a-flern
: E®6 - of
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of us; but, by ftarting our water, and tof-
fing many things overboard to lighten her,
we got the fhips off without any damage.
«We flayed for a fhort time at Spithead, and then
went into Portfmouth harbour to refit: from
whence the admiral went to London; and
my mafter and I foon followed, with a prefl-

gang, as we wanted fome hands to complete
our complement. -

) CHAP IV

 The author is baptized—Narrowly efcapes
drowning—Goes on an expedition to the Me~
diterranean—Incidents he met with there—Is
witne[s to an engagement between fome Englifh
and French fhips—A particular account of the
celebrated engagement between Admiral Bof-
cawen and Monf. Le Clue, off Cape Logas,
in Auguft 1759—Dreadful explofion of a
French fhip—T be author [ails for England—
His mafler appointed to the command of a
Sire-fhip—DMeets a megro bay, from whom he
experiences much benevolence—Prepares  for
: an
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an expedition againft Belle-1fle— A remarkable
Sory of a difafier which befel his: fhip—Ar- .
rives at Belle-Ifle—Operations of the landin
and fiege—The author’s danger and diﬂrejé .
with his manner of extricating himfelf— Sur- .
render of Belle-1fle—Tranfactions afterwards
on the coaft of France—Remarkable inflance
of kidnapping—The author returns to Eng-
land—Hears a talk of peace, and expets bis
Jfreedom—His fbip [ails for Deptford to be
paid off, and when be arrives there he is fud-
denly feized by his mafter and carried forcibly
on board a Weft India fhip and fold.

. It was now between 'two and three years
fince I firft came to England, a great part of
which I had fpent at-fea; fo that I became
inured to that fervice, and began to confider
myfelf as happily fituated ; for my mafter
treated me always extremely well; and my
attachment and gratitude to him were ver
great. From the various fcenes I had be- -
held on fhip-board, I foon grew a ftranger to
terror of every kind, and was, in that refpect
at leaft, almoft an Englithman. I have of-
ten refleCted with furprife that I never felt
half the alarm at any of the numerous dan-
gers [ have been in, that I was filled with at
the firft fight of the Europeans, and at every
- act
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a& of theirs, even the moft trifling, when I
firft came among them, and for fome time
afterwards. ‘That fear, however, which was
the effect of my ignorance, wore away as I
“began to know them. I could now fpeak
Englith tolerably well, and I perfeétly under-
flood every thing that was faid. I not only
felt myfelf quite eafy with thefe new coun-
trymen, but relithed their fociety and man-
ners. I no longer looked upon them as fpi-
rits, but as men fuperior to us; and therefore
I had the ftronger defire to refemble them ;
to imbibe their {pirit, and imitate their man-
ners ; I therefore embraced every occafion of
improyement ; apd .every. new thing that I
obferved I treafured up in my memory. I
had long withed to be able to read and
write ; and for this purpofe I took every op-
portunity to. gain - inftruction, but had made
as yet very little progrefs. - However, when
I went to London with my mafter, I had foon
an opportunity of improving myfelf, which I
ﬁladly embraced. Shortly after my arrival,
e fent me to wait upon the Mifs Guerins,
who had treated me with much kindnefs
when I was there before; and they fent me
to fchool. - ,
. While I was attending thefe ladies, their
fervants told me I could not go to Heaven,
N '  unlefs
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unlefs I was baptized. This- made me very
uneafy; for I had now fome faint idea of a
future ftate : accordingly I communicated my
anxiety to the eldett Mifs Guerin, with
whom I was become a favourite, and prefled -
her to have me baptized ; when, to my great
joy, fhe told me I thould. She had formerly
atked my .mafter to let me be baptized, but
he had refufed ; however fhe now infifted.on
it; and he being under fome obligation to
her brother complied with Ler requetft; fo I
was baptized in St. Margaret’s church, Weft«
minfter, in February 1759, by my prefent
name. The clergyman at the fame time,
gave me a book, called a Guide to the In-
dians, written by the Bifhop of Sodor and
Man. On this occafion, Mifs Guerin did
me the honour to ftand as godmother, and
afterwards gave me a treat. I ufed to attend
thefe ladies about the town, in which fervice
I was extremely happy; as I had thus many
- opportunities of feeing London, which I de.
fired of all things. I was fometimes, how-
ever, with my mafter at his rendezvous-
houfe, which was at the foot of Weftminfters
bridge. . Here I ufed to enjoy myfelf in play.
ing about the bridge flairs, and often in the
watermen’s  wherries, with other boys.. On

one of thefe occafions there was another boy
with
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with me in a wherry, and we went out into
the current of the river: while we were
there, two more ftout boys came to usin
another wherry, and, abufing us for taking
the boat, defired me to get into the other
wherry-boat. Accordingly I went to get out
of the wherry I wasin; but juft as I had got
one of my feet into the other boat, the boys
thoved it off, fo that I fell into the Thames;
and, not being able to {wim, I fhould una-
voidably have been drowned, but for the
affiftance of fome watermen who providen-
tially came to my relief.

The Namur being again got ready for fea,
my mafter, with his gang, was ordered on
board; and, to my no fmall grief, I was
obliged to leave my fchool-mafter, whom I
liked very much, and always attended while
I ftayed in London, to repair on board with
my mafter. Nor did I leave my kind pa-
tronefles, the Mifs Guerins, without uneafi-
nefs and regret. They often ufed to teach
me to read; and took great pains to inftrut .
me in the principles of religion and the know-
ledge of God. | therefore parted from thofe
amiable ladies with relutance: after receiving
from them many friendly cautions how to con-
duct myfelf, and fome valuable prefents. -

‘ When
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When I came to Spithead, I found we weré
deftined for the Mediterranean, with a large
. fleet, which was now ready to put to fea. We
only waited for the arrival of the admiral,
who foon ceme on board; and about the be-
ginning of the fpring 1759, having weighed
anchor and got under way, failed for the Me-
diterranean; and in eleven days, from the
Land’s End, we got to Gibraltar. While we
were here I ufed to be often on fhore, and
got various fruits in great plenty, and very

cheap. .

I Ead frequently told feveral people, in my
excurfions on fhore, the flory of my being
kidnapped with my fifter, and of our bein
feparated, as I have. related before; and%
had as often exprefled my anxiety for her fate,
and my forrow at having never met her again,
One day, when I was on fhore, and men-
tioning thefe circumftances to fome perfons,
one of them told me he knew where my fifter
was, and, if 1 would accompany him, he
would bring me to her, Improbable as this
flory was, [ believed it immediately, and
agreed to go with him, while my heart leaped
for joy; and, indeed, he conduéted me to a
black young woman, who was fo like my
fifter, that at firft fight I really thought it was
her ; but I was quickly undeceived ; and, on

: talking
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talking to her, I found her to be of another
nation,

While we lay here the Prefton came in from
the Levant. As foon as the arrived, my
mafter told me I thould now fee my old com-
panion Dick, who was gone in her when fhe
failed for Turkey. I was much rejoiced at
this news, and expelted every minute to em-
brace him; and when the captain came on
board of our fhip, which he did immediately
after, I ran to inquire about my friend ; but,
with inexpreffible forrow, I learned from the
boat’s crew that the dear youth was dead!
and that they had brought his cheft, and all
his other things, to my mafter: thefe he af-
terwards gave to me, and I regarded them as
A memorial of my friend, whom I loved and
grieved for as a brother.

While we were at Gibraltar I faw a foldier
hanging by the heels, at one of the moles*:
I thought this a firange fight, as 1 had feen a
man hanged in London by his neck. At
another time I faw the mafter of a frigate towed
to thore on a grating, by feveral of the men
of war’s boats, and difcharged the fleet, which
I underdood was a mark of difgrace for cow-

® He had drowned himfelf in endeavouring to defert.

ardice.
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ardice. On board the fame fhip there was
alfo a failor hung up at the yard-arm.

After lying at Gibraltar for fome time, we
failed up the Mediterranean a confiderable
way above the Gulf of Lyons; where we were
one night overtaken with a terrible gale of
wind, much greater than any I had ever yet
experienced. The fea ran o high that, though
all the guns were well houfed, there was great
reafon to fear their getting loofe, the fhip
rolled fo much ; and if they had it muft have
proved our deftruétion, After we had cruifed
here for a thort time, we came to Barcelona,
a Spanifh fea-port, remarkable for its fitk
manufaétures. Here the fhips were all to be
watered ; and my mafter, who fpoke different
languages, and ufed often to interpret for the
admiral, fuperintended the watering -of ours.”
For that purpofe he and the officers of the
other fhips, who were on the fame fervice,
had tents pitched in the bay; and the Spanith
foldiers were ftationed along the fhore, I fup-
pofe to fee that no depredations were com-
mitted by our men. : ‘

I ufed conftantly to attend my mafter, and
I was charmed with this place. All the tima
we ftayed it was like a fair with the natives,
who brought us fruits of all kinds, and fold

them to us much cheaper than I got them in
England.

-
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England. They ufed alfo to bring wine down
to us in hog and theep fkins, which diverted
me very much. - The Spanith officers here
treated our officers with great politenefs and
attention ; and fome of them, in particular,
ufed to come often to my mafter’s tent to
vifit him; where they would fometimes divert
themfelves by mounting -me on the horfes or
mules, fo that I could not fall, and fetting
them off at full gallop; my imperfect fkill in
horfemanthip all the while affording them no
fmall entertainment. After the fhips were
watered, we returned to our.old ftation of
cruizing off Toulon, for the purpofe of inter-
cepting a fleet of French men of war that lay
there, One Sunday, in our cruize, we came
off a place where there were two {mall French
frigates lying in fhore; and our admiral, think-
ing to ta{e or deftroy them, fent two fhips in
after them—the Culloden and the Conqueror.
They foon came up to the Frenchmen; and [
faw a fmart fight here, both by fea and land ;
for the frigates were covered by batteries,
and they played upon our thips moft furioufly,
which they as furioufly returned, and for a

- long time a conftant firing was kept up on alk

fides at an amazing rate. At laft one frigate
funk; but the people-efcaped, though not
without much difficulty : and a little after fome
: . of
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of the people left the other frigate alfo, which
was a mere wreck: However; our fhips did
not venture to bring her away, they were fo
much annoyed from the batteries, which raked
them both in going and coming : their top-
mafts were thot away, and they were other-
wife fo much fhattered, that the admiral was
obliged to fend in many boats to tow them
back to the fleet. 1 afterwards failed with a
man who fought in one of the French bat-
teries during the engagement, and he told me
our fhips had done confiderable mifchief that
day on fhore and in the batteries. -
After this we failed for Gibraltar, and ar-
rived there about Auguft 1759. Here we
remained with all our fails unbent, whil¢ the
fleet was watering and doing other neceffary
things. While we were in this fituation, one
day the admiral, with moft of the principal
officers, and many people of all ftations, be-
ing on fhore, about feven o’clock in the even-
ing we were alarmed by fignals from the fri-
gates ftationed for that purpofe; and in an
inftant there was a general cry that the French
fleet was out, and juft paffing through the
ftreights. The admiral immediately came on
board with fome other officers 3 and it is im-
poflible to defcribe the noife, hurry, and con-
fufion, throughout the whole fleet, in bend}in.g
' their
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their fails and flipping their cables; many
people and fhips’ boats were left on fhore in
the buftle. We had two captains on board
of our fhip, who came away in the hurry and
left their fhips to follow. We fhewed lights
from the gun-wales to the main-top- maft-
head';' and all our lieutenants were employed
amongft the fleet to tell the fhips not to wait
for their captains, but to put the fails to
the yards, flip their cables, and follow us;
and in this confufion of making ready for
fighting, we fet out for fea in the dark after
the French fleet. Here I could have ex-
tlaimed with Ajax, '

« Oh Jove! O father! if it be thy will | -
¢ That we muft perith, we thy will qhey,
<< -Bat let us perifh by the light of day.”

They had got the ftart of us fo far that we
were not able to come up with them during
the night; but at day-light we faw feven fail
of the line of battle fome miles a-head. We
immediately chafed them till about four o’clock
in the evening, when our fhips came up with
them; and, though we were about fifteen
large fhips, our gullant admiral only fought
them with his own divifion, which confifted
of feven: fo that we were juft thip for fhip.
We paflfed by the whole of the enemy’s fleet

' in
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in order to come at their c&mmander, Monf’
La Clue, who was in the Ocean, an eighty-
four gun fhip: as we paffed they all fired on
us; and at one time three of them fired toge-
ther, continuing to do fo for fome time. Not-.
withftanding which our admiral would not
fuffer a gun to be fired at any of them, to my
aftonithment ; but'made uslie on ourbellies on
the deck till we came quite clofe to the Ocean,
who was a-head of them all; when we had or~
ders to pour the whole three tiers into her at
once.
- The engagement now commenced with
great fury on both fides: the Ocean imme~
diately returned our fire, and we continued:
engaged with each other for fome time; dur-
ing which I was frequently ftunned with the
thundering of the great guns, whofe dreadful
contents hurried many of my companions into
awful eternity. At laft the French line was
entirely broken, and we obtained the vi€tory,
which was immediately proclaimed with loud
huzzas and acclamations. We took three
prizes, La Modefte, of fixty-four guns, and
Le Temeraire and Centaur, of feventy-four
guns each. The reft of the French fhips took
to flight with-all the fail they could crowd.
Our (hip being very much damaged, and quite
difabled from purfuing the enemy, the ad-
miral
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miral immediatel{” quitted her, and went in
the broken and only boat we had left on board
the Newark, with which, and fome other
fhips, he went after the French, The Ocean,
and another large Prench thip called the Re-
doubtable, endeavouring to efcape, ran athore
at Cape Logas, on the coaft of Portugal ; and
the French admiral and fome of the crew got
athore; but we, finding it impoffible to get
the fhips off, fet fire to them both. About
midnight I faw the Ocean blow up, with a
moft dreadful explofion. I never beheld a
more awful fcene. About the fpace of a mi-
nute, the midnight feemed turned into
day by the blaze, which was attended with
a noife louder and more terrible than thun-
der, that feemed to rend every element around
us. :

My fation during the engagement was on
the middle-deck, where I was quartered with
another boy, to bring powder to the after-
moft gun; and here I was a witnefs of the
dreadful fate of many of my companions,
who, in the twinkling of an eye, were dathed
in pieces, and launched into eternity. Hap-
pily I efcaped unhurt, though the fhot and
{plinters flew thick about me during the whole
fight. Towards the latter part of it my mafter
was wounded, and I faw him cairied down

‘ : to
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to the furgeon; but though I was much
alarmed for him and wifhed to affift him, I
dared not leave my poft, At this flation my
gun-mate (a partner in bringing powder for
the fame gun) and I ran a very great rifk for
more than half an hour of blowing up the thip.
For, when we had taken the cartridges out-
of the boxes, the bottoms of many of them
proving rotten, the powder ran all about the
deck, near the match tub: ‘we fcarcely had
water enough at the laft to throw on it. We
were alfo from our employment, very much
expofed to the enemy’s fhots; for we had to
go through nea ly the whole length of the fhip
to bring the powder. I expetted therefore
every minute to be my laft; efpecially when
I {faw our men fall fo thick about me; but,
- withing to guard as much againft the dangers
as poflible, at firft I thought it would be fafeft
not to go for the powder till the Frenchmen
had fired their broadfide; and then, while
they were charging, I could go and come
with my powder: but immediately afterwards
I thought this caution was fruitlefs; and,
cheering myfelf with the refleCtion that there
was a time allotted for me to die as well as
to be born, I inftantly caft off all fear or
thought whatever of death, and went through
the whole of my duty with alacrity ; pleafing
- - F myfelf
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myfelf with the hope, if I furvived the battle,
of relating it and the dangers I had efcaped
to the Mifs Guerins, and others, when I thould
geturn to London. :

Our thip fuffered very much in this en-
gagement ; for, befides the number of our
killed and wounded, fhe was almoft ‘torn to
pieces, and our rigging fo much. fhattered,
that our mizen-mait, main-yard, &c. hung
over the fide of the fhip; fo that we were
obliged to get many carpenters and others
from fome of the fhips of the fleet, to affift in
fetting us in {fome tolerable order;. and, not-
withftanding which, it took us fome time be-
- fore we were completely refitted; after which
we left Admiral Broderick to command, and
we, with the prizes, fteered for England.
On the paflfage, and as {foon as my mafter was
fomething recovered of his wounds, the ad-
miral appointed him captain of the Atna fire
thip, on which he and I left the Namur, and
went on toard of her at fea. I liked this
little fhip very much. I now became the
captain’s fteward, in which fituation I was
very happy: for I was extremely well treated
by all on board ; and I had leifure to improve
myfelf in reading and writing. ‘The latter 1
had learned a little of before I left the Na«
Tour, as there was a {chool on board. When

: we
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we.arrived at Spithead, the ZAtna went into
Portfmouth harbour to refit, which being
done, ‘we returned to Spithead and joined a
large fleet that was thought to be intended
againft the Havannah; but about that time
the king died ; whether that prevented the
expedition I know not; but it caufed our thip
to be ftationed at Cowes, in the ifle of Wight,
‘till the beginning of the year fixty-one. Here
I {pent my time very pleafantly; I was much
on thore all about this delightful ifland, and .
found the inhabitants very civil, - o
While T was here, I met with a trifling in-
cident, which furprifed me agreeably. I was
one day in a field belonging to a gentleman
. "who had a black boy about my own fize ; this
‘boy having obferved me from his mafter’s
houfe, was tranfported at the fight of one of
-his own countrymen, and ran to meet me with
the utmoft hafte. I not knowing what he was
about, turned a little out of his way at firft,
but to no purpofe: he foon came clofe to me, -
. and caught hold of me in his arms’as if I had
been his brother, though we had never feen
each other. before. -After'we had ralked to-
" gether for fome time he took me fo hisimaf.
ter’s houfe, where I was treated very kindly,
This benevolent boy and I were very happy in
frequently feeing each other till aboutthe
' F 2 . month
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month of March 1761, when our fhip had
orders to fit out again for another expeditioa.
When we got ready, we joined a very large
fleet at Spithead, commanded by Commodore
Keppel, which was deftined againft Belle-Ifle,
and . with a2 number of tranfport fhips with
troops on board to make a defcent on the
place, we failed once more in queft of fame.
I longed to engage in new adventures and fee
freth wonders, ‘ .

I had a mind on which every thing uncom-
mon made its full impreffion, and every event
-which I confidered as marvellous. Every
extraordinary efcape, or fignal deliverance,
either of myfelf or others, I looked upon to
be effected by the interpofition of Providence.
We had not been above ten days at fea before
an incident of this kind happened; which,
whatever credit it may obtain from thereader,
made no fmall impreffion on my mind.

We had on board a gunner, whofe name
was John Mondle, a man of very indifferent
-morals, This man’s cabin was between the
‘decks, exattly over where I lay, .abreaft of
the quarter-deck ladder. One niglt, the gth
of April, being terrified with a dream, he
awoke in fo great a fright that he could not
teft in his bed any longer, nor even remain
in his cabin; and he went upon deck .al;but :

our
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four o’clock in ‘the morning extremely agi-
tated. He immediately told thefe on the
deck of the agonies of his mind, and the
dream which occafioned it; in which he faid
he had feen many things very awful, and had
been warned by St. Peter to repent, who told
him time was ﬂ{cirt. This he faid had greatly
alarmed him, and he was determined to alter
his life. People generally mock the fears of
others when they are themfelves in fafety ;
and fome of his thipmates who heard him only
laughed at him. However, he made a vow
that he never would drink ftrong liquors
again; and he immediately got a light, and
gave away his fea-ftores of liquor. After
which, his agitation ftill continuing, he began
to read the Scriptures, hoping to find fome
_relief ; and foon afterwards he laid - himfelf
down again on his bed, and endeavoured to
compofe himfelf to fleep, but to no purpofe ;
his mind ftill continuing in a fiate of agony.
By this time it was exactly half after feven in
the morning : I was then under the half-deck
at the great cabin door; and all at once I
heard the people in the waift cry out, moft
fearfully—¢ The Lord have mercy upon us!
¢ We are all loft! The Lord have mercy
¢ upon us!” Mr. Mondle hearing the cries,
immediately ran out of his cabin; and we
C F 3 were

d
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were inftantly firuck by the Lynne, a forty-
gun fthip, Captain Clark, which nearly ran
us down. ‘This thip had juft put about, and
was by the wind, but had not got full head-
way, or we muft all have perifhed ; for the
wind was britk. However, before Mr.
Mondle had got four fteps from his cabin
door, fhe ftrucik our thip with her cutwater
richt in the middle of his bed and cabin, and
ran itup to the combings of the quarter deck
hatchway, and above three feet below water,
and in a minute there was not a bit of wood
to be feen where Mr. Mondle’s cabin flood;
and he was fo near being killed that fome of
the fplinters tore his face. As Mr. Mondle
muft inevitably have perithed from this acci-
dent had he not been alarmed in the very ex-
traordinary way I have related, 1 could not
help regarding this as an awful interpofition
of Providence for his prefervation. The two
1hips for fome time {winged alongfide of each
other; for ours being a firethip, our grap-
pling-irons caught the Lynne every way,
and the yards and rigging went at an afto-~
nithing rate. Our fhip was in fuch a fhock- .
ing condition that we all thought the would
inflantly go down, and every one ran for
their lives, and got as well as they could on
board the Lynne; but our lieutenant being

' the
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the aggreflor, he never quitted the fhip.
However, when we found fhe did not
fink immediately, the captain came on board
again, and encouraged our people to return
and try to fave her. Many of them came
" back, but fome would not venture. Some of
the fhips in the fleet, feeing our fituation,
immediately fent their boats to our afliftance;
but it took us the whele day to fave the fhip
with all their help. And by ufing every pof-
fible means, particularly frapping her toge+
ther with many hawfers, and putting a great
_quantity of tallow below water where fhe
was damaged, fhe was kept together; but it
was well we did not meet with any gales of
wind, or we muft have gone to pieces; for
we were in fuch a crazy condition that we
had fhips to attend us till we arrived at Belle-
Ifle, the place of our deftination ; and then
we had all things taken out of the fhip, and
the was properly repaired, This efcape of
Mr. Mondle, which he, as well as myfelf,
always. confidered as a fingular aét of Provi-
dence, 1 believe hag a great influence on his
-life and condu& ever afterwards. .
Now that I am on this fubject I beg leave
to relate another inftance or two which
~firongly raifed my belief of the particular -
interpofition of Heaven, and which might
- Fg4 v Dot
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not otherwife have found a place here, from
their infignificance, 1 belonged for a few
- days in the year 1758, to the Jafon, of fifty-
four guns, at Plymouth; and one night, when
I was on boa:d, a woman, with-a child at
her breaft, fell from the upper-deck down
into the hold, near the keel. Every one
thought that the mother and child muft be
both dafhed to pieces; but, te our great fur-
prife, neither of them was hurt. I myfelf
one day fell headlong from the upper-deck
of the Atna down the after-hold, when the
‘ballaft was out; and all whofaw me fall cried
out I was killed: but I received not the leaft
injury. And in" the fame fhip a man fell
from the maft-head on the deck without be-
" ing hurt. In thefe, and in many more in.
flances, I thought I could plainly trace the
hand of God, without whofe permiffion a
{parrow cannot fall. I began to raife my
fear from man to him alone, and to call daily
on his holy name with fear and reverence:
and I truft he heard my fupplications, and
gracioufly conde¢fcended to anfwer me ac-
cording to his holy word, and to implant the
feeds of piety in me, even one of the meaneft
of his creatures. ,

When we had refitted our fhip, and all

things were in readinefs for attacking the
S ‘ : place,

~
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place, the troops on board the tranfports were
ordered to difembark; and my mafter, asa
junior captain, had a fhare in the command
of the landing. This was on the 12th of
April. The French were drawn up on ‘the
thore, and had made every difpofition to op-
pofe the landing of our men, only a fmall
part of them this day being able to cffect it ;
moft of them, after fighting with great
bravery, were cut off; and General Craw-
ford, with a number of others, were taken
prifoners. In this day’s engagement we had
alfo our lieutenant killed.

On the 21ft of April we renewed our ef-
forts to land the men, while all the men of
war were {tationed along the fhore to cover
it, and fired at the French batteries and
breaftworks from early in the morning till
about four o’clock in the evening, when our
foldiers effeted a fafe landing. They im-
mediately attacked the French; and, after a
fharp encounter, forced them from the bat-
teries, Before the enzmy retreated they
blew up feveral of them, left they fhould: fall
into our hands. Our men now proceeded to.
befiege the citadel, and my mafter was or-
dered on fhore to fuperintend the landing of
all the meterials neceflary for carrying.on the
fiege; in which fervice I moftly attended

F 5 him,
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him. While I was there I went about to dif-
ferent parts of the ifland ; and one day, par-
ticularly, my curiofity almoft coft me my life.
I wanted very much to fee the mode of
charging the mortars and letting off the fhells,
and for that purpofe I went to an Englith
battery that was but very few yards from the
walls of the citadel. There, indeed, I had
an opportunity of completely gratifying my-
felf in feeing the whole operation, and that -
not without running a very great rifk, both
from the Englifh fhells that burft while 1 was
there, but likewife from thofe of the French.
One of the largeft of their fhells burfted
within nine or ten yards of me: there was a
fingle rock clofe by, about the fize of a butt;
and I got inftant fthelter under it in time to
avoid the fury of the thell. Where it burft
the earth was torn in fuch a manner that two
or three butts might eafily have gone into the

hole it made, and it threw great quantities of

flones and, dirt to a confiderable diftance.

Three fhots were alfo fired at me and another

boy who was along with me, one of them in

particular feemed

¢ Wing'd with red lighming and impetuous rage ;"

for with a moft dreadful found it hiffed clofe
- ‘' by
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by me, and ftruck a rock at a little diftance,
~ which it fhattered to pieces. When I faw
what perilous circumftances I was in, I at-
tempted to return the neareft way I could:
find, and thercby I got between the Englith
and the French centinels. An Englifh fer-
jeant, who commanded the outpofts, feeing
me, and furprifed how I came there, (which.
was by ftealth along the feafhore), repri-
manded me very feverely for it, and inflantly
took the centinel off his poft-into cuftody,
for his negligence. in fuffering me to pafs the
lines. While I wasin this fituation I ob-
ferved at a little diftance a French horfe, be--
longing to fome iflanders, which I thought I
would now mount, for the greater expedition.
of getting off. Accordingly I took fome
cord which I had about me, and making a:
kind of bridle of it, I put it round the horfe’s
head, and the tame beaft very quietly fuf-
fered me to tie him thus ana mount him.
As foon as I was on the horfe’s back I began
to kick and beat him, and try every means-
to make him go quick, but all to very little
purpofe : I could not drive him out of a flow
pace. While I was creeping along, fill
within reach of the enemy’s fhot, I met with
a fervant well mounted on an Englith horfe,.
I immediately ftopped; and, crying, told.

- Feé - him
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him my cafe; and begged of him to help me,
and this he effetually did; for, having a fine
large whip, he began to lath my horfe with
it fo feverely, that he fet off full fpeed with
me towards the fea, while I was quite unable
to -hold or manage him. In this manner [
went along till I came to a craggy precipice.
I now could not ftop my horfe ; and my mind
was filled with apprehenfions of my deplora-
ble fate fhould he go down the precipice,
- which he appeared fully difpofed to do: I
therefore thought I had better throw myfelf
off hini at once, which I did immediately
with a great deal of dexterity, and fortu-
nately efcaped unhurt. As foon as I found
myfelf at liberty 1 made the beft of my wa
for the fhip, determined I would not be tz
fool-hardy again in a hurry.

We continued to befiege the citadel till
June, when it furrendered. During the fiege
I have counted above fixty fhells and carcates
in the air at once. When this place was
taken I went through the citadel, and in the
bomb-proofs under it, which were cut in the
folid rock; -and I thought it a furprifing
place, both for ftrength and building: not-
withftanding which our fhots and fhells had
made amazing devaftation, and ruinous heaps
all around it. o 2

" After
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After the taking of this ifland, our fhips
with fome others commanded by commodore
Stanhope in the Swiftfure, went to Bafle-road,,. * -
where we blocked up a French fleet. Oug
thips were there from June till February fol-
lowing ; and in that time I faw a great many
fcenes of war, and ftratagems on both fides
to deftroy each other’s fleet. Sometimes we
would attack the French with fome fhips of
the line ; at other times with boats; and fre-
quently we made prizes. Once or twice the
French attacked us by throwing fhells with
their bomb-veflels ; and one day as a French
veflel was throwing fhells at our fhips the
‘broke from her fprings, behind the ifle of
Ide Re : the tide being complicated, the came
within a gun fhot of the Naflau; but the
Naffau could not bring a gun to bear upon
her, and thereby the Frenchman got off.
We were twice attacked by their fire-floats,
which they chained together, and then let
them float down with the tide; but each
time we fent boats with grapplings,and towed
them fafe out of the fleet.

We had different commanders while we
were at this place, Commodores Stanhope,
Dennis, Lord Howe, &c. From hence, be- .
fore the Spanifh war began, our fhip and the
Wafp floop were fent to St. SebaﬁianinS‘paigx,
SF by
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by Commodore Stanhope; and Commodore
ennis afterwards fent our fhip as a cartel to
Bayonne in France®, after which  we went.
in February in 1762, to Belle-Ifle, and there
ftayed till the fummer, then we left it, and
returned to Portfmouth.:

After our fhip was fitted out again for fer-
vice, in September fhe went to Guernfey,
where 1 was very glad to fce my old hoftefs,
who was now a widow, and. my former little
charming companion, her daughter. I {pent
fome time here very happily with them, tilt:

* Among others whom we brought from Bayonne, .
‘were two gentlemen, who had been in the Weft Indies,
where they {old flaves ; and they confeffed they had made
at one timea falfe bill of fale, and fold two Portoguefe:
white men among a lot of flaves.

1 Some people have it, that fometimes fhortly before
perfons die, their ward has been feen ; that is, fome fpirit
exadlly in their likenefs, though they are themfelves at
other places at the fame time. Sne day while we were at
- Bayonne, Mr. Mondle faw one of our men, as he thought,
in the gun-room ; and a little after, coming on the quare
ter-deck, he fpoke of the circumftances of this man to
fome of the officers, They told him thas the man was
then out of the fhip, in one of the beats with the Licute--
. nant: but Mr. Mondle would nat believe it, and we
fearched the fhip, when he found the man was aGually -
out of her ; and when the boat returned fome time after-
wards, we found the man had been drowned at the very
timé¢ Mr. Mondle thought he faw him.

v O&ober,

3

PL
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O&ober, when we had orders to repair to
Portfmouth. We parted from each other
with a great deal of affeftion; and I pro-
mifed to return foon, and fee them again; .
not knewing what all-powerful fate had de-
- termined for me. Our thip having arrived at
Portfmouth, we went into the harbour, and
remained there till the latter end of Novem-
ber, when we heard great talk about a peace;
and, to our very great joy, in the beginning
of December we had orders to go up to Lon-
don with our fhip to be 'paid off. We re.
ceived this news with loud huzzas, and every -
other demonftration of gladnefs; and no-
thing but mirth was to be feen throughout
every part of the thip, I too:was not with-

out my fhare of the general joy on this occa-
- fion. I thought now of nothing but being
freed, and working for myfelf, and thereby
getting money to enable me. to get a good-
education ; for I always had a great defire to
be able at leaft to reac{ and write ; and while
I was on fhip-board [ had endeavoured to im=
prove myfelf in both. While I was in the
Zutna particularly, the captain’s clerk taught
me to write, and gave me a {mattering of.
arithmetic as far as the yule ofthree. There
was alfo one Daniel Queen, about forty years
of age, a man very well educated, who meﬂ:e;‘L

wit
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with me on board this fhip, and he likewife
drefled and attended the captain. Fortu-
nately this man foon became very much at-
tached to me, and took very great painsto in-
firuét me in many things. He taught me to
fhave and drefs hair a little, and alfo to read
in the Bible, explainingmany paflfages to me,
which I did not comprehend. I was wonder-
fully furprifed to fee the laws and rules of my
own country written almoft exaétly here; a
circumftance which I belicve tended to im-
‘prefs our manners and cuftoms more deeply
‘on my memory. I ufed to tell him of this:
refemblance; and many a time we have fat
up the whole night together at this employ-
ment. In fhort, he was like a father tome 3
and fome even ufed to call me after his name’;
they alfo ftyled me the black Chriftian. In~
deed I almoft loved him with the affection of
a fon. Many things I have denied myfelf
that he might have them; and when I ufed
to play at marbles or any other game, and

won a few halfpence, or got any little money,

which I fometimes did, for fhaving any one,.

I ufed to buy him a little {ugar or tobacco, as.

far as my ftock of money would go. He
ufed to fay, that he and I never fhould part ;.
and that when our thip was paid off, asl was

as free as himfelf or any other man on board,
' " " he
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he would inftru&t me in his bufinefs, by which
- I might gain a good livelihood. . This gave
me new life and {pirits; and my heart burned
within me, while I thought the time long till
I obtained my freedom : for though my mafter
had not promifed it to me, yet, befides the
affurances I had received that he had no right
to detain me, he always treated me with the
§reateﬁ kindnefs, and repofed in me an un-

ounded confidence; he even paid attention
to my morals; and would never fuffer me to
deceive him, or tell lies, of which he ufed to
tell me the confequences; and that if I did fo

God would not love me; fo that from all this -

tendernefs I had never once fuppofed, in all
mfy dreams of freedom, that he would think
of detaining me any longer than I wifthed,
In purfuance of our orders we failed from
" Portfmouth for the Thames, and arrived at
Deptford the 10th of December, where we
caft anchor juft as it was high water. The
thip was up_ about half an hour, when my
mafter ordered the barge to be manned ; and
all in an inftant, without having before given
me the leaft reafon to fufpeét any thing of the
matter, he forced me into the barge, faying,
I was going to leave him, but he would take
care I thould not. I was fo ftruck with the
unexpeétednefs of this proceeding, tha} for
ome
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fome time I did not make a reply, only I
made an offer to go for my books and cheft
of clothes, but he {fwore I fhould not move
out of his fight ; and if I did he would cut my
throat, at the fame time taking his hanger.
I began, however, to collet myfelf; and,
plucking up oourage, I told him I was free,
and he could not by law ferve me fo. But
this only enraged him the more ; and he con-
tinued to fwear, and faid he wculd foon let
me know whether he would or not, and at
that inftant {fprung himfelf into the barge from
the thip, to the aftonithment and forrow of
‘all on board. The tide, rather unluckily for
me, had juft turned downward, fo that we
quicklyfell down the river along with it, tilt
we came among fome outward-bound Weft
Indiamen; for he was refolved to put me on
board the firft veffel he could get to receive
me. The boat’s crew, who pulled againft
their will, became quite faint at different times,
and would have gone afhore; but he would
pot let them. Some of them ftrove then to
cheer me, and told me he could not fell me,
and that they would ftand by me, which re~
vived me a little, and I ftill entertained hopes;
for as they pulled along he atked fome veflels
to receive me, and they would not. But,
juft as we had got a little below Gravefend,

T we
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we eame alongfide of a fhip which was going-
away the next tide for the Weft Indies; her

. name was the Charming Sally, Capt. James
Doran; and my mafter went on board and
agreed with him for me; and in a little time
I was fent for into the cabin. When I came
there Captain Doran afked me if Fknew him ¢
Ianfwered that I did not; ¢ Then,” faid he,
‘¢ you are now my flave.” 1 told him my
mafter could not fell me to him, nor to .any
one elfe. ¢ Why,’ faid he, ¢ did not your
¢ mafter buy you?’ I ¢onfeflfed he did. ¢ Bue
‘1 have ferved him,” faid I, ¢ many years,
‘and he has taken all my wages and prize-
¢ money, for I only got one fixpence during
¢ the war ; befides this I have been baptized ;
‘ and by the laws of the land no man has &
‘right to fell me: And I added, that I had
heard a lawyer and others at different times
tell my mafter fo. They both then faid that
thofe people who told me fo were not my
friends; but I replied—¢ It was very extraor=
¢ dinary that other people did not know the
‘law as well as they.” Upon .this Captain
Doran faid I talked too much Englith; and
if I did not behave myfelf well, and be quiet,
he had a method on board to make me. I
was too well convinced of his power over me
ta

#
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to doubt what he faid; and my former fuf-
ferings in the flave-fhip prefenting themfelves
to my mind, the recolletion of them made
me thudder. However, before I retired I
told them that as I could not get any right
“among men here I hoped I thould hereafter in
Heaven; and I immediately left the cabin,
filled with refentment and forrow. The only
coat I had with me my mafter took away with
him, and faid, ¢ If your prize-money had
¢ been 10,000l; I had a right to it all, and
¢ would have taken it.’ had about nine
guineas, which, during my long fea-faring
life, I had fcraped together from trifling per-
quifites and little ventures; and 1 hid it that
inftant, left my mafter thould take that from
me likewife, ftill hoping that by fome means
or other I thould make my efcape to the fhore;
and indeed fome of my old fhipmates told me
not to defpair, for they would get me back
again; and that, as foon as they could get
their pay, they would immediately come to
Portfmouth to me, where this fhip was going :
but, alas! all my hopes were baffled, and the
hour of my deliverance was as yet far off.
My mafter, having foon concluded his bar-
gain with the captain, came out of the cabin,
and he and his people got into the boat and

, put
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put off; I followed them with aching eyes ag
long as I could, and when they were out of
fight I threw myfelf on the deck, with d heart
ready to burft with forrow and anguifh.

-—---—-—-——k—- .

CHAP V.

The author’s reflections on bis fituation—1Is de<
ceived by a promife of being delivered—His
defpair at failing for the Wept Indies— Ar-
_rives @t Montferrat, where be is fold to Mr.
King—Various interefting inflances of oppref-
Jiom, cruelty, and extortion, which the author
Jaw praéiifed upon the flaves in the Weft Indies
during bis captivity from the year 1763 to
1766—Addrefs on if to the planters.

THus, at the moment I expe@ed all my
toils to end, was I plunged, as I fuppofed, in
a new flavery; in comparifon of which all
my fervice hitherto had been perfect free-
dom; and whofe horrors, always prefent to
my mind, now rufhed on it with tenfold ag-
gravation. - I wept very bitterly for fome
time: and began to think that I muft ‘gav'e ‘

‘ one
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‘done fomething to difpleafe the Lord, that he
thus punithed me fo feverely. This filled me
‘with - painful refle¢tions en my paft conduét;
I recolleéted that on the morning of our ar-
rival at Deptford I had rafhly fworn that as
foon as we reached London I would fpend the
day in rambling and fport. My confcience
{mote me for this unguarded expreflion: I felt
that the Lord was able to difappoint me in
all things, and immediately confidered my
prefent fitudtion as a judgment of Heaven on
‘account of my prefumption in fwearing: I
therefore, with contrition of heart, acknow-
‘ledged my tranfgreflion to God, and poured
out my foul before him with unfeigned re-
‘pentance, and with earneft fupplications I be-
fought him not to abandon me in my diftrefs,
nor caft me from his mercy for ever. In a
‘litle time my grief, {pent with its own vio-
lence, began to fubfide; and after the firft
‘confufion of my thoughts was over I reflected
with more calmnefs on my prefent condition :
I confidered that trials and difappointments
. are fometimes for our good, and I thought
‘God might perhaps have permitted .this in
order to teach me wifdom and refignation 3
for he had hitherto fhadowed me with the
. wings of his mercy, and by his invifible but

powerful hand brought me the way I knew
: N not.
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not. ‘Thefe refletions gave me a little com-
fort, and I rofe at laft from the deck with
dejection and forrow in ‘my countenance, yet
mixed with fome faint hope that,the Lord
 would appear for my deliverance. <+ -

Soon afterwards, as my new mafter was
going on fhore, he called me to him, and
told me to behave ‘myfelf well, and. do the
bufinefs of the thip the fame as any of the
reft of the boys, and that | fhould fare the
better for it; but I made him no anfwer, I
'was then-afked if I could {wim, and I faid,
No. However I was made to go under the
deck, and was well watched. The next tide
the fhip gotunderway, and foon after arrived
at the Mother Bank, Port{fmouth; where the
waited a few days for fome of the Weft India
convoy. While 1 was hereI tried every means I
could devife amongft the people of the fhip to
get me a boat from the thore, as there was none
fuffered to come alongfide of the thip; and
their own, whenevér it was ufed, was hoifted
in again immediately. ‘A failor on board
took a guinea from me on pretence of getting
me a boat; and promifed me, time after
‘time, that it was hourly to come off. When
‘he had the watch upon deck I watched alfo;
‘and looked long enough, but all in vain; I
could never fee cither the boat or my guinea
' again,
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again, And what I thought was ftill the worft
all, the fellow gave information, as I af-
terwards found, all the while to the mates,
of my intention to go off, if I could in any
way do it; but, rogue like, he never told
them he had got a guinea from me to procure
my efcape. However, after we had failed,
and his trick was made known to the fhip’s
crew, I had fome fatisfaltion in feeing him
detefted and defpifed by them all for his be-
haviour to me. I was flill in hopes that my
old fhipmates would not forget their promife
to come for me to Portfmouth : and, indeed,
at laft, but not till the day before we failed,
fome of them did come there, and fent me
off fome oranges, and other tokens of their
regard. They alfo fent me word they would
come off to me themfelves the next day or the
day after; and a lady alfo, who lived in Gof-
port, wrote to me that fhe would come and
take me out of the fhip at the fame time. This
lady had been once very intimate with my
former mafter: I ufed to fell and take care
of a great deal of property for her, in different
fhips; and in return fhe always thewed great
friendfhip for me, and ufed to tell my mafter
that the would take me away to live with her:
but, unfortunately for me, a difagreement
foon afterwards tcok place between them ;
: - and
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and fhe was fucceeded in my mafter’s good
graces by another lady, who appeared -{ole
miftrefs of the Atna, and moftly lodged on
board. I was not fo great a favouritesvith
this lady as with the former; fhe hdd con-
ceived a pique againft me on fome occafion
when fhg was on board, and fhe did not fail-
to inftigate my mafter to treat me in the
manner he did*.

However, the next morning, the 3oth of
December, the wind being brifk and eafterly,
the Aolus frigate, which was to efcort the
convoy, made a fignal for failing. All the
thips then got up their anchors; and, before
any of my friends had an opportunity to come
off to my relief, to my inexpreffible anguith
our fhip had got under way. What tumultuous
emotions agitated my foul when the convoy
got under fail, and I a prifoner on board, now.
without hope! I kept my {fwimming eyes upon*
the land in a flate of unutterable grief; rot’

* Thus was I facrificed to the envy and refentment of
this woman for knowing that the lady whom fhe had .
fucceeded in my mafter’s good graces defigned to take
me into her fervice; which, had I once got on fhore, fhe .
would not have been able to prevent.. She felt her pride .
alarmed at the fuperiority of her rival in being attended .
by a black fervant : it was not lefs to prevent this than to
be revenged on me, that fhe cuufed the captain to treat
e thus cruelly.

. _ G- knowing
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knowing what to do, and defpairing how to
help myfelf. While my mind was in this fitu- -
ation the flect failed on, and in one day’s time
I loit fight of the withed-for land. In the firft
exprefhions of my grief I reproached my fate,.
and withed 1 had never been born. I was:
ready to curfe the tile that bore us, the gale
that wafted my prifon, and even the fhip that
condufted us; and I called on death to relieve.
me from the horrors 1 felt and dreaded, that I
might be in that place

¢« Where flaves are free, and men opprefs no mere.
¢« Fool that [ was, inur'd fo long to pain,

¢ To truft to hope, or dream of joy again,

c g 3 O 8% 58 % 8 8% 3 5 5%x 85008

¢« Now dragg'd once more beyond the weftern main,
¢« To groan beneath fome daftard planter’s chain;
<« Where my poor countrymen in bondage wait

« The long enfranchifement of a ling’ring fate:

< Hard ling'ring fate! while, ere the dawn of day,
«« Rous'd by the lafh they go their cheerlefs way ;
« And as their fou] with fhame and anguith burn,

«¢ Salute with groans unwelcome morn’s return,

« And, chiding ev’ry hour the flow-pac’d fun,

«¢ Parfue their toils till all his race is run.

«s No eye to mark their fuff'rings with a tear;

« No friend to comfort, and no hope to cheer:

« Then, like the dull unpity’d brutes, repair

¢« To ftalls as wretched, and as coarfe a fare;

« Thank heaven one day of mis’ry was o'er,

¢ Then fink to fleep, and with to wake no more®.”

* ¢ The Dying Negro,” a poem originally publifhed in 1773

Perhaps it may not be deemed impestinent here to addy that chis
’ . elegant
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The turbulence of my emotions, however,
naturally gave way to calmer thoughts, and I
foon perceived what fate had decreed no mor-
tal on earth could prevent. 'The convoy failed
on without any accident, with a pleafant gale
and {mooth fea, for fix weeks, tll F ebruary,
when one morning the Aolus ran down a brig,
one of the convoy, and the inftantly went down
and was ingulfed in the dark recefles of the
ocean, The convoy was immediately thrown
into great confufion till it was day-light; and
the Aolus was illumined with lights to pre-
vent any farther mifchief. On the 13th of
Februaryx %63, from the maft head, we defcried
our deftined ifland Montferrat: and foon after
I'beheld thofe

“ Regions of ferrow, doleful fhades, where peace
¢ And reft can rarely dwell. Hope never comes
“ That comes to all, but torture withoutend -

¢« Still urges.” |

At the fight of this land of bondage, a frefh
horror ran through all my frame, and chilled
me to the heart, My former flavery now rofe
in dreadful review to my mind, and difplayed

elegant and pathetic little poem was occafioned, as appears by the ad.
vertifement prefixed to ity by the following incident. ¢ A black
who, a few days before, had ran away from his mafter, and got himfelf
chriftened, with intent to marry a white woman, his fellow-fervant,
being taken and fent on board a thip in the Thames, took an oppurtu-
nity of fhooting himfelf through the head.”

. . G2 nothing
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nothing but mifery, ftripes, and chains; and,
in the firft paroxytm of my grief, I called upon
"God’s thunder, and his avenging power, to
direct the ftroke of death to me, rather than
permit me to become a flave, and be fold from
lord to lord. :

In this ftate of my mind our fhip came to
an anchor, and foon after difcharged her
cargo. I now knew what it was to work hard;

I was made to help to unlead and load the fhip.
And, to comfort me in my diftrefs in that time,
two of the failors robbed me of all my money,
and ram away from the thip. I had been fo
long ufed to an European climate, that at firft
I felt the fcorching Weft India fun very pain-
ful, while the dafhing furf would tofs the boat
~and the people in it frequently above high
water mark. Sometimes our limbs were bro- ‘
ken with this, or even attended with inftant |
death, and I was day by day mangled and '
torn.

About the middle of May, when the fhip ‘
wag got ready to fail for England, I all the
time believing that Fate’s blackeft clouds were
gathering over my head, and expecting their |
burfling would mix me with the dead, Captain
Doran fent for me athore one morning, and I
was told by the meflenger that my fate was
then determined.,  With trembling fleps and

fluttering
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fluttering heart T came to the captain, and
found with him one Mr. Robert King, a qua-
ker, and the firft merchant in the place. The
captain then told me my former mafter had
{ent me there to be fold; but that he had de-
fired him to get me the beft mafter he could,
as he told him [ was a very deferving boy,
which Captain Doran faid he found to be
true, and if he were to ftay in the Weft Indies
he would be glad to keep me him(elf; but he
could not venture to take me to London, for
he was very fure that when I came there I
would leave him. I at thatinftant burft out a
crying, and begged . much of him to take me
to England with him, but all to no purpofe.
He told me he had got me the very beft maf-
ter in the whole ifland, with whom I fhould be
as happy as if [ were in England, and for that
reafon he chofe tolet him have me, though he
could fell me to his own brother-in-law for a
great deal more money than what he got from
this gentleman. Mr. King, my new mafter,
then made a reply, and faid the reafon he had
bought me was on account of my good cha-
rater; and, as he had not the leaft doubt of
my good behaviour, I thould be very well off
with him. He alfo told me he did not live in
the Weft Indies, but at Philadelphia, where he
was going foon ; and, as I underftood fome-

G 3 thing
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thing of the rules of arithmetic, when we got
there he would put me to fchool, and fit me
for a clerk. This converfation relieved my
* mind a little, and 1 left thofe gentlemen con- ~

fiderably more at eafe in myfelf than when I
came to them; and I was very thankful to
Captain Doran, and even to my old mafter,
for the character they had given me; a cha-
rafter which I afterwards found of infinite
fervice to me. I wenton board again, and
took leave of all my thipmates; and the next
day the fhip failed. When fhe weighed an-
chor I went to the waterfide and looked at
her with a very wifhful and aching heart, and
followed her with my eyes until fhe was totally
out of fight. I was fo bowed down with grief
that I could not hold up my head for many
months ; and if my new mafter had not been
kind to me, I believe Il fhould have died under
itat laf. And indeed I foon found that he
fully deferved the good charaéter which Cap-
tain' Doran had given me of him; for he pof-
{efled a moft amiable difpofition and temper,
and was very charitable and humane. If any
of his flaves behaved amifs he did not beat or
ule them ill, but parted with them. Thismade
them afraid of difobliging him; and as he
treated his flaves better than any other man
on the ifland, fo he was better and more faith-
. fully

f
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fully ferved by them in return. By this kind
treatment I-did at laft endeavour to compofe
myfelf; and with fortitude, though moneylefs,
determined to face whatever fate had decreed
for me. Mr. King foon afked me what [ could
do; and at the {ame time faid he did not mean
1o treat me as a common flave. I told him I
knew fomething of feamanthip, and could
fhave and drefs hair pretty well; and I could
refine wines, which I had learned on ihipboard,
where | had often done it; and that I could
write, and underftood arithmetic tolerably well
as far as the Rule of Three. He then afked
me if 1 knew any thing of gauging; and, on
my anfwering that I did not, he faid one of
his clerks thould teach me to gauge.

M. King dealt in all manner of merchan-
dize, and kept from one to fix clerks, He
loaded many veflcls in a year; particularly to
Philadelphia, where he was born, and was
connected with a great mercantile houfe in
that city. He had befides many veflels and
doggers of different fizes, which ufed to go
about the ifland; and others to colleét rum,
fugar, and other goods. I underftood pulling
and managing thofe boats very well; and this
‘hard work, which was the firft that he fet me
to, in the fugar feafons ufed to be my conftant
employment. I have rowed the boat, and
: G4 flaved
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flaved at the oars, from one hour to fixteen in
the taenty-four; during which 1 had fifteen
pence fteriing per day to live on, though
jomctimes oniy ten-pence, However this was
confiderably more than was allowed to other
{laves that ufed to work often with me, and
belonged to other gentlemen on the ifland :
thofe poor fouls had never more than nine-
pence a day, and feldom more than fix-pence,
from their mafters or owners, though they
earned them three or four pifterines* : for 1t
is a common pradlice in the Weit Indies for
men to purchale flaves, though they have not
plantations themiclves, in order to let them out
“to pianters and merchants at fo much a piece
by the day, and they give what allowance
they choofe out of this produce of their daily
work to their {laves for {ubiittence; this allow-
ance is often very {canty. My malfter often
gave the owners of thefe flaves two and a half
of thefe pieces per day, and found the poor
fellows in victuals himf:lf, becaufe he thought
their owners did not feed them well enough
~according to the work they did. The flaves
ufed to like this very well, and, as they knew
my mafter to be a man of feeling, they were
always glad to work for him in preference to

* Thefe pifterines are of the value of a fhilling.
any
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any other gentleman; fome of whom, after
they had been paid for thefe poor people’s
labours, would not give them their allowance
out of it. Many times have I feen thefe unfor-
tunate wretches beaten for afking for their pay;
and often feverely flogged by their owners if
they did not bring them their daily or weekly
money exadtly to the time; though the poor
creatureswere obliged to waiton the gentlemen
they had worked for fometimes more than half
the day before they could get their pay; and
this generally on Sundays, when they wanted
the time for themfelves. In particular, I knew
a countryman of mine who once did not bring
the weekly money direftly that it was earned;
and though he brought it the fame day to his
mafter, yet he was ftaked to the ground for his
pretended negligence, and was juft going to
receive a hundred lafhes, but for a gentleman
who begged him off fifty. This poor man was
very induftrious, and by his frugality had faved
o much money, by working on fhipboard, that
he had got a white man to buy him a boat,
unkoown to his mafter. Some time after he
had this little eftate, the governor wanted a
boat to bring his fugar from different parts of
the ifland ; and, knowing this to.be a negro-
man’s boat, he feized upon it for himfclf, and
would not pay the owner a farthing. The man

5 on.
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on this went to his mafter, and complained.to
him of this a&t of the governor; but the only
fatisfa@ign he receivef was to be damned ve
heartily by his mafter, who afked him how
dared any of his negroes to have a boat, If
the juftly-merited ruin of the governor’s for-
tune could be any gratification to the poor
man he had thus robbed, he was not without
confolation. Extortion and rapine are poor
providers ; and fome time after this the gover-
nor died in the King’s Bench in England, as
I was told, in great poverty. The laft war
favoured this poor negro-man, and he found
fome means to efcape from his Chriftian maf-
ter: he came to England, where I faw him
afterwards feveral times. Such treatment as
this often drives thefe miferable wretches to
defpair, and they run away from their maf-
ters ac the hazard of their lives. Many of
them, in this place, unable to get their pay
when they have earned it, and fearing to be
flogged, as ufual, if they return home with-
out it, run away where they can for fhelter,
and a reward is often offered to bring them
in dead or alive. My mafter ufed fometimes,
in thefe cafes, to agree with their owners, and
to fettle with them himfelf; and thereby he
faved many of them a flogging,. :
Once, for a few days, I was let out to fit
. a veflel,
3 .
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a veffel, and I had no vi&uals allowed me by
either party; at laft I told my mafter of this
treatment, and he took me away from it. In
many of the eftates, on the different iflands
where I ufed to be fent for rum or fugar, they
~ would not deliver it to me, or any other ne«
gro ; he was therefore obliged to fend a white
man along with me to thofe places; and then
he ufed to pay him from fix to ten pifterines
a day. From being thus employed, during
the time I ferved Mr. King, in going about
the different eftates-on the ifland, I had all
the opportunity I could with for to fee the
dreadful ufage of the poor men; ufage that
reconciled me to my fituation, and made me
blefs God' for the hands into which I had
fallen. e

1 had the good fortune to pleafe my mafter
in every department in which he employed
me; and there was fcarcely any part of his
bufinefs, or houfehold affairs, in which I was
not occafionally engaged. I often fupplied
the place of a clerk, in receiving and deli-
wvering cargoes to the fhips, in tending ftores,
and delivering goods: and, befides this, 1
ufed to thave and drefs my mafter when con-
venient, and take care of his horfe;; and when
it was neceffary, which was very often, I
worked likewife on bg}ard of different vcﬂ‘elsf

6 o
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of his. By thefe means I became very ufeful
to my mafter, and faved him, as he ufed to
acknowledge, above a hundred poundsa year,
Nor did he fcruple to fay I was of more ad-
vantage to him than any of hisclerks; though
their ufual wages in the Weft Indies are from
Aixty to a hundred pounds current a year.

I have fometimes heard it aflerted thata
negro cannot earn his mafter the firft coft; but
nothing can be further from the truth. I
fuppofe nine tenths of the mechanics through-
out the Weft Indies are negro flaves; and I
well know the coopers among them earn two
dollars a-day ; the carpenters the fame, and
oftentimes more ; as alfo the mafons, {miths,
and fithermen, &c. and I have known many
flaves whofe mafters would not take a thou-
fand pounds current for them. But furely
this affertion refutes itfelf; for, if it be true,
why do the planters and merchants pay fuch
a price for flaves? And, above all, why do.
thofe who make this affertion exclaim the moft
.loudly againft the abolition of the flave trade?
So much are men blinded, and to fuch incon-
fitent arguments are they driven by miftaken
intereft! I grant, indeed, that flaves are {fome-
times, by half-feeding, half-clothing, over-
working, and ftripes, reduced fo low, that the
are turned out as unfit for fervice, and left to-
. "~ perith

-
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ﬁfﬁiﬁ' in the woods, or expire on a dung-
-My mafter was feveral times offered by
different gentlemen one hundred guineas for
me; but he always told them he would not
fell me, to my great joy: and I ufed to dou-
ble my diligence and care for fear of getting
into the hands of thofe men who did not al-
. low a valuable flave the common fupport of.
life. Many of them even ufed to find fault
with my mafter for feeding his flaves fo well
as he did; although I often went hungry, and
an Englithman might think my fare very in-
different; but he ufed to tell them he always
would do it, becaufe the flaves thereby looked
better and did more work, .
- While I was thus employed by my mafter,
I was often a witnefs to cruelties of every
kind, which were exercifed on my unhappy
fellow flaves,.. [ ufed frequently to have dif-"
ferent cargoes of new negroes in my care for
fale; and it was almoft a conftant pratice
with our clerks, and other whites, to commit
violent depredations on the chaftity of the fe-
male flaves; and thefe I was, though with re-
lu@tance, obliged to fubmit to at all times,
being unable to help them.” Wkhen we have -
~had fome of thefe flaves on board my mafter’s
veflels to carry them to other iflands, or to
America,
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America, I have known our mates to commit
thefe alts moft thamefully, to the difgrace,
not of Chriftians only, but of men. I have
even known them gratify their brutal paffion
with females not ten years old; and thefe
abominations fome of them praltifed to fuch
fcandalous excefs, that one of our captains
difcharged the mate and others on that ac-
count, And yet in Montferrat ] have feen a
negro-man ftaked to the ground, and cut moft
fhockingly, and then his ears cut off bit by
bit, becaufe he had been connefted with a
white woman who was a common proftitute :
as if it were no crime in the whites to rob an
innocent African girl of her virtue; but moft
heinous'in a black man only to gratify a paf-
fion of nature, where the temptation was of-
fered by one of a different colour, though the
moft abandoned woman of her fpecies.

One Mr. D—— told me that.he had fold
41,000 negroes, and that he once cut off a
negro-man’s leg for running awa I atked
him, if the man had died in the operation,
how he as a Chriftian could anfwer for the
horrid a&t before God ? and he told me, an-
fwering was a thing of another world; what
he thought and did were policy. 1 told him
that the Chriftian do&trine taught us to do unto
others aswe would that othersthould dounto us.
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He then faid that his fcheme had the defired
effeCt—it cured that man and fome others of
running away. ; :

Another negro-man was half hanged, and
then burnt, for attempting. to poifon a cruel
overfeer. Thus by repeated cruelties are the
wretched firft urged to defpair, and. then
murdered, becaufe they flill retain fo much °
of human nature about them as to with to put
an end to their mifery, and retaliate on their
tyrants! Thefe overfeers are indeed for the
moft part perfons of the worft charadter of
any denomination of men in the Weft Indies.
Unfortunately, many humane gentlemen, by
not refiding on their eftates, are obliged to
leave the management of them in the hands
of thefe human butchers, who cut and mangle
the flaves in a thocking manner on the moft
trifling occafions, and altogether treat them
in every refpe&t like brutes. They pay no
regard to the fituation of pregnant women,
ror the leaft attention to the lodging of
the field negroes. Their hits, which ought
to be well covered, .and the place ‘dry where
they take their little repofe, are often open
theds, built in damp places; fo that, when
the poor creatures return tired from-the toils
of the field, they contra&t many diforders,

from being expofed to the damp air in this un-
~ comfortable
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comfortable ftate, while they are heated, and
their pores are open. This neglect certainly
confpires with many others to caufe a decreafe
in the births as well as in the lives of the
grown negroes, I can quote many inflances
of gentlemen who refide on their eftates in
the Weft Indies, and then the {cene is quite
changed; the negroes are treated with lenity
and proper care, by which their lives are pro-~
longed, and their mafters profited. To the
honour of humanity, I knew feveral gentle-
men who managed their eftates in this man-
ner; and they found that benevolence was
their true intereft. And, among many I
could mention in feveral of -the iflands, I
knew one in Montferrat* whofe flaves looked
remarkably well, and never needed any freth
fupplies of negroes; and there are many other
eftates, efpecially in Barbadoes, which, from
fuch-judicious treatment, need no frefh ftock
of negroes at any time. - I have the honour
of knowing a moft worthy and humane gen-,
tlemian, who is a native of Barbadoes, and
has eftates there-f. This gentleman has writ-
ten a treatife on the ufage of his own flaves..
He allows them two hours for refrethment at
mid-day, and many other indulgences and:
. # Mr, Dubury, and many othefs, in Monfferrat. -

+ sir Philip Gibbes, Bart. Barbadoes. )
SRR comforts,
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comforts, particularly in their lying; and,
.befides this, he raifes more provitions on his
eftate than they can defiroy ; fo that by thefe
attentions he faves the lives of his negroes,
and keeps them healthy, and as happy as the
condition of flavery can admit. I myfelf, as
thall appear in the {fequel, managed an eftate,
where, by thofe attentions, the negroes were
uncommonly cheerful and healthy, and did
more work by half than by the common mode
of treatment they ufually do. For want,
therefore, of fuch care and attention to the
poor negroes, and otherwife opprefled as they
are, it is no wonder that the decreafe thould
require 20,000 new negroes annually to fill
up the vacant places of the dead.

Even in Barbadoes, notwitftanding thofe
humane exceptions which I have mentioned,
and others I am acquainted with, which juftly
make it quoted as a place where flaves meet
with the beft treatment, and need feweft re-
cruits of any in the Weft Indies, yet this ifland
requires 1000 negroes annually to keep up
the original flock, which is only 80,000. So
that the whole term of a negro’s life may be
faid to be there but fixteen years*! . And yet
the climate here is in every refpet the fame

* Benczet’s Account of Guinea, p. 16.
as
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as that from which they are taken, except in
being more wholefome. Do the Britith co-
lonies decreafe in this manner? And'yet what
a prodigious difference is there between an

Englith and Weft India climate?
 While I was in Montferrat I knew a negro
. man, named Emanuel Sankey, who endea-
"t:.voured to efcape from his miferable bondage,
by concealing him{:If on board of a London-
thip: but fate did not favour the poor op-
prefled man; for, being difcovered when the
veflel was under fail, he was delivered up again
to his mafter. This Chrifiian mafier imme-
diately pinned the wretch down to the ground
at each wrift and ancle, and then took fome
fticks of fealing wax, and lighted them, and
dropped it all over his back. There was an-
other maiter who was noted for cruelty; and
1 believe he had not a flave but what had been
cut, and had pieces fairly taken out of the
~flefh: and after they had been punithed thus,
he ufed to make them get into a long wooden
box or cafe he had for that purpofe, in which
he fhut them up during pleafure. It was juft
gbout the height and breadth of a man; and
the poor wretches had Tio room when in the

cafe to move.

Itwas very common in feveral of the iflands,

particularly in St. Kitt’s, for the flaves to be
‘ branded
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branded with the initial letters of their mafter’s
name, and a load of heavy iron hooks hung
about their necks. Indeed on the moft trifling
occafions they were loaded with chains, and
often inftruments of torture were added. The
iron muzzle, thumb-fcrews, &c. are fo well
known as not to need a defeription, and were
fometimes applied for the flighteft faults. I°
have feen a negro beaten till fome of his bones
were broken, for only letting a pot boil 6ver.
1 have often afked many of the men flaves
(who ufed to go feveral miles to their wives,
and late in the night, after having been wea-
ried with a hard day’s labour) why they went
fo far for wives, and why they did not take
them of their own mafter’s negro-women,
and - particularly thofe who lived together as
houfehold flaves. Their anfwers have ever
" been—*¢ Becaufe when the mafter or miftrefs
choofe to punith the women, they make the
hufbands flog their own wives, and that they
could not bear to do.”” Is it furprifing that
ufage like this fhould drive the poor creatures
to defpair, and make them feek a refuge in
death from thofe evils which fender their lives
intolerable—while ‘

¢ With fhudd’ring horror pale, and eyes agha&,
¢ They view their lamentable lot, and fin -
" 4¢ No reft!” ' .
This
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This they frequently do. A" negro-man
on board a veffel of my mafter, while I be-
longed to her, having been put in irens for

-dome trifling mifdemeanor, .and kept in that
ftate for fome days, being weary of life, took
an opportunity of jumping overboard into the
fea; however, he.was picked up without be-
ing drowned. Another, whofe life was alfo
a burden to him, refolved to ftarve himfelf to
death, and refufed to eat any victuals: this
procured him a fevere flogging; and he alfo,
on the firt occafion which offered, jumped

- overboard at Charles Town, but was faved.

Nor is there any greater regard fhewn to
the little property than there is to the perfons
and lives of the negroes. I have already re-
lated an inftance or two of particular oppref-
fion out of many which 1 have witnefled ; but
the following is frequent in all the iflands.

The wretched field-flaves, after toiling all

the day for an unfeeling owner, who gives
them but little vituals, fteal fometimes a few
moments from reft or refrefhment to gather
fome fmall portion of grafs, according as their
time will admit. This they commonly tie up
in a parcel; either a bit’s worth (fix-pence) or
half a bit’s worth; and bring it to town, or
to the market to fell, Nothing is more com-
mon than for the white people on this ociga—
: on
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fion to take the grafs from‘them without pay-
ing for it;:and not only fo, but too often
alfo, to my knowledge, our cierks, and many
others, at the fame time have committed aéts
of violence on the poor, wrctched, and help-
lefs females; whom I have {een for hours ftand
crying to no purpofe, and get no redrefs or
pay of any kind. Is not this_uné common
and crying fin enough to bring down God’s
judgment on the iflands? He tclls us the op-
preflor and the opprefled are both in his
hands; and if thefe are not the poor, the
broken-hearted, the "blind, the captive, the
bruifed, which our Saviour fpeaks of, ‘who
are they ? One of thefe depredators once, in
St. Euftatia, came on board of our veflel, and
bought fome fowls and pigs of me; and a
whole day after his departure with the things,
he returned again,and wanted his money back :
1 refufed to give it; and, not feeing my cap-
tain on board, he began the common pranks
with me; and fwore he would even break
open my cheft and take my money. " I there-
fore expecled, as my captain was abfent, that
he would be as good as his word : and he was
jult proceeding to firike me, when fortunately
a Britith feaman on board, whofe heart had
not been debauched by a Weft India climate,
iaterpofed and prevented him. But had the

crue}
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cruel man ftruck me I certainly fhould have
defended myfelf at the hazard of my life; for
what is life to a man thus opprcfled? He went
away, however, {wea ing; and threatened
that whenever he caught me on fhore he would
thoot me, and pay for me afterwards.

The fmall account in which the life of a
negro is held in the Weft Indies, is fo uni-
verfally known, that it- might feem imperti-
nent to quote the following extrad, if fome
people had not been ha:dy enough of late to
affert that negroes are on the fame footing in
that refpeét as Europeans. By the 329th A&,
page 125, of the Aflembly of Barbadoes, it
is enaéted ¢ That if any.negro, or other flave,
¢ under punithment by his mafter, or his or-
¢ der, for running away, or any other crime
¢ or mifdemeanor towards his faid mafter, un-
¢ fortunately fhall fuffer in life or member, no
¢ perfon whatfoevér fhall be liable to a fine
¢ but if any man fhall out of wantonnefs, or
. Conly o b%ady-mindedm_’fs, or cruel imtention,
* wilfully kill a negro, or other flave, of his own,
¢ he fball pay into the public treafury fifteen
¢ pounds fierling.” And it is the fame in moft,
if not all, of the Weft India iflands. Is not
this one of the many aéts of the iflands which
call loudly for redrefs? And do not the Af-
fembly which enaéted it deferve the appel-
. . lation
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lation of favages and brutes rather than of.
chriftians and men? It is an aét at once un-
merciful, unjuft, and unwife; which for cru-
elty would difgrace an affembly of thofe wha.
are called barbarians; and forits injufticeand .
infanity would fhock the morality and com-
mon fenfe of a Samaide or Hottentot.

Shocking as this and many other aéls of the.
bloody Weft India code at firft view appear,
how is the iniquity of it heightened when we
confider to whom it may be extended! Mr.
James Tobin, a zealous labourer in the vine-
yard of flavery, gives an account® of a French.
planter of his acquaintance, in the ifland of
Martinico, who fhewed him many mulattoes.
working in the fields like beafts of burden;
and he told Mr. Tobin thefe were all the pro-
duce of his own loins! And I myfelf have.
known fimilar inftances. Pray, reader, are.
thefe fons and daughters of the lgrench planter
lefs his children by being begotten on black
women! And what muft be the virtue of thofe
legiflators, and the feelings of thofe fathers,,
who eftimate the lives of their fons, however
begotten, at no more than fifteen pounds;.
though they fhould be murdered, as the aét.
fays, out of wantonnefs and bloody-mindednefs !
But is not the flave trade entirely a war with.

* In his * Curfory Remarks.” -
the



‘ [ 14471
the heart of man? And furely that which is
begun by breaking down the barriers of vir-
. tue, involves in its continuance deftru@ion to
every principle, and buries all {featiments in
ruin | » . ,

-.1 have often feen flaves, particularly thofe
who were meagre, in different iflands, put
into fcales and weighed ; and then fold from
three-penceto fix-pence or nine-pencea pound.
My mafter, however, whofe humanity was -
fhocked at this mode, ufed to fell fuch by the
lump. And at or after a fale, even thofe ne~
groes born in the iflands it is not uncommon
to fee taken from their wives, wives taken
from their hufbands, and children from their
parents, and fent off to other iflands, and,
wherever elfe their mercilefs lords choofe ;
and probably never more during life fee each
other! Oftentimes my heart has bled at thefe
partings; when the friends of the departed
have been at the water-fide, and, with fighs
and tears, have kept their eyes fixed on the
veflel till it werit-out of fight. :

A poor Creole negro | knew well, who,
after having been often thus tranfported from
ifland to ifland, at laft refided in Montferrat,
T'his man ufed to tell me many melancholy
tales of himfelf. Generally, after he had done
working for his mafter, he ufed to employ his
few lcifure moments to go a fithing. When he
: 7 had
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had caught any fith, his mafter would fre-
. quently rake them from him without paying
him; and at other times fome other white
people would ferve him in the fame manner,
" One day he faid to me, very movingly,
¢ Sometimes when a white man take away
¢ my fith I go to my mafer, and he get me
¢ my right ; and when my mafer by firength
¢ take away my fithes, what me muft do? I
¢ can’t go to any body to be righted ; then,’
faid the poor man, looking up above, ¢ I muft
¢ look -up to God Mighty in the top for
¢ right.”  This artlefs tale moved me much,
and I could not help feeling the juft caufe
Mofes had in redreffing his brother againft
the Egyptian, I exhorted the man to look
up ftill to the God on the top, fince there was
no redrefs below. Though I little thought then
that I myfelf thould more thanonce experience
fuch impofition, and need the fame exhorta-
tion hereafter, in my own tranfactians in
the iflands ; and that even this poor man and
1 fhould fome time after fuffer together in
the fame manner, as thall be related here-
after.
Nor was fuch ufage as this confined to par~
ticular places or individuals; for, in all the
different- iflands in which I have been (and I
) ‘have
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have vifited no lefs than fifteen) the treat-
ment of the flaves was nearly the fame; fo
nearly indeed, that the hiftory of an ifland,
or even a plantation, with a few fuch exceptions
as I have mentioned, might ferve for a hif-
tory of the whole. Such a tendency has the
flave-trade to debauch men’s minds, and
‘harden them to every feeling of humanity !
For I will not fuppofe that the dealers in
flaves are born worfe than other men—No;
it is the fatality of this miftaken avarice, that
it corrupts the milk of human kindnefs and
turns it into gall. And, had the purfuits of
thofe men been different, they might have
been as generous, as tender-hearted and juft,
as they are unfeeling, rapacious and cruel.
Surely this traffic cannot be good, which
{preads like a peftilence, and taints what it
touches! which violates that firft natural right
of mankind, equality and independency, and
gives one man. a dominion over his fellows
which God could never intend! For it raifes
the owner to a ftate as far above man as it
deprefles the flave below it; and, with all the
prefumption of human pride, fets a diftinc--
tion between them, immeafurable in extent,
and endlefs in duration! Yet how miftaken
is the avarice even of the planters.. Are

. flaves
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flaves more ufeful by being thus humbled to
the condition of brutes, than they would be
if fuffered to enjoy the privileges of men?
The freedom which diffufes health and prof-
perity throughout Britain anfwers you—No.
When you make men flaves you deprive them
of half their virtue, you fet them in your own,
conduct an example of fraud, rapine, and
cruelty, and compel them to live with youin
a ftate of war; and. yet you complain that
they are not honeft ar faithful! You ftupify
them with ftripes, and think it rieceffary to
keep them in a ftate of ignorance; and yet
you aflert that they are incapable of learn-
ing ; that their minds are fuch a barren foil
or moor, that culture would be loft on them
and that they come from a climate, where
nature, though prodigal of her bounties in a
degree urknown to yourfelves, has left man
alone fcant and unfinifhed, and incapable of
enjoying the treafures the has poured out for
him |—An afiertion at once impious and ab-
furd. Why do you ufe thofe infiruments of
torture? Are they fit to be applied by one
rational being to another? And are ye not
ftruck with fhame and mortification, to fce
the partakers of your nature reduced fo low?
But, above all, are there no dangers attending
this mode of treatmeHnt? Are you not hourly

2 i
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10 dread of an infurre@ion? Norwould it be
{urprifing : for when

¢ ~—e——No peace is given
¢ To usenflav'd, but cuftody fevere ;
© 4 And ftripes and arbitrary punithment
¢ Inflicted—What peace can we return ?
¢ But to our power, hottility and hate ;
¢« Untam'd relu&tance, and revenge, though flow.
¢ Yet ever plotting how the conqueror leaft
- % May reap his conqueft, and may leaft rejoice
¢ In doing what we moft in fuffering feel.”

But by changing your condud, and treating
zour aves as men, every caufe of fear would
e banithed. They would be faithful, honeft,
intelligent and vigorous; and peace, profpe-
rity, and happinefs, would attend you.

CHAP.
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CHAP VL

Some account of Brimftone-Hill in Moniferrat

—The author furprifed by two earthquakes—

« Favourable change in the author’s fituation—

© " He commences merchant with three-pence— His

various [uccefs in dealing in the different

iflands, and America, and the impsofitions be

meets with in his tranfactions with white peo-

- ple—A curicus impofition on human nature—

Danger of the [urfs in the IVejt Indies—Re-~

" markable inflance of kidnapping a free mu-

latto—The author is mearly imurdered by Dac~
tor Perkins in Savannah.

In the preceding chapter I have fet before
the reader a few of thofe many inftances of
oppretlion, extortion, and cruelty, which I
have been a witnefs to in the Weft Indies:
but, were I to enumerate them all, the cata-
logue would be tedious and difgufting. The
punifhments of the flaves on every trifling
occafion are {o frequent, and fo well known,
together with the different inftruments with
which they are tortured, that it cannot any
longer afford novelty to recite them; and they

3 are
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are too fhocking to yield delight either to
the writer or the reader. I fhall therefore
hereafter only mention fuch as incidentally
befel my{felf in the courfe of my adventures.
In the variety of departments in which I
was employed by my mafter, I had an op-
portunity of feeing many curious fcenes in
different iflands ; but, above all, I was firuck
with a celebrated curiofity called Brimftone-
Hill, which is a high and fteep mountain,
fome few miles from the town of Plymouth
in Montferrat. I had often heard of fome
wonders that were to be feen on this
hill, and I went once with fome white and
black people to vifit it. When we arrived at
the top, I faw under different cliffs great
flakes of brimftone, occafioned by the fteams
of various little ponds, which were then boil-
ing naturally in the earth. Some of thefs
ponds were as white as milk, fome quite
blue, and many others of different colours,
I had taken fome potatoes with me, and I put
them into different ponds, and ina few mi-
nutes they were well boiled. I tafted fome of
them, but they were very fulphureous; and
the filver thoe buckles, and all the other
things of that metal we had among us, were,

in a litcle time, turned as black as lead.
"~ WhilR I was in the ifland, one night I felt
a ftrange
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a firange fenfation, viz. I was told that the
houfe where 1 lived was haunted by {pirits!
And once, at midnight, as I was {leeping on a
large cheft, I felt the whole building thake in
an uncommon and aftonithing manner ; fo
much fo, that it thook me off the cheft where
I then lay. 1 was exceedingly frightened,
and thought it was indeed the vifitation of the
fpirits, It threw me into. fuch a tremor as
is not to be defcribed. I inflantly covered my
head all over as I lay, and did not know
what to think or do; and in this confterna-
tion, a gentleman who lay in the next room
;\u{t by me came out, and I was glad to hear
im, and made a fham cough, and he afked
me if ] felt the earthquake. I told him I was
thook off the cheft where I lay, but did not
know what occafioned it; and he told me it
was an earthquake, and fhook him out of
his bed. At this hearing I became eafy in
my mind. '

At another time a circumftance of this kind
happened, when I was on board of a veflel
at Montferrat-Road, at midnight, as we were
afleep, and it fhook the veflel in the moft unac-
countable manner imaginable, and to me it
feenied as when a veflel or a boat runs on gra-

»vel, asnéar as I can defcribe it. Many things
on board were moved out of their places, but
happily no damage wasdone,

H 4 Some



: [ 152 ]

Some time in the year 1763, kind Provi-
dence feemed to appear rather more favour-
able to me. One of my mafter’s veflels, a Ber-
mudas floop, about fixty tons burthen, was
commanded by one Caprain Thomas Farmer,
an Englithman, a very alert and alliye man,
.who gained my mafter a great deal of money
by his good management in carrying paflen-
gers from one ifland to another; but ver
often his failors ufed to get drunk and run
away from the veflel, which hindered himin
his bufinefs very much. This man had taken
a liking to me; and many different times beg-
ged of my mafter to let me go a trip with
him as a failor; but he would tell him he
could not {pare me, though the vefiel fome-
times could not go for want of hands, for
failors were generally very fcarce in the
ifland. However, at laft, from neceflity or
force, my mafter was prevailed on, though
very reluftantly, to let me go with this cap-
tain; but he gave him great charge to take
care that I did not run away, for if I did he
would make him pay for me. This being the
cafe, the captain had for fome time a tharp
eye upon me whenever the veflel anchored;
and as foon as fhe returned I was fent for on
fhore again. Thus was 1 flaving as it were
for life, fometimes at one thing, and fome-
times at another; fo that the captain and I

were
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‘were nearly the moft ufeful men in my maf-
ter’s employment. I alfo became {o ufeful to
the captain on fhipboard, that many times,
when he ufed to atk for me to go with htm,
though it thould be but for twenty-four hoyrs,
to fome of the iflands near us, my mafter
would anfwer he could not fpare me; at
which the captain would {fwear, and would
not go the trip, and tell my mafter I was bet-
ter to him on board than any three white men
he had ; for they ufed to behave ill in many
refpeéls, particularly in getting drunk, and
then they frequently got the boat ftove, fo as
to hinder the veflzl from coming back fo foon
as the might have done. This my mafter
knew very well; and at laft, by the cap-
tain’s conflant entreaties, after I had been
feveral times with him, one day to my great
Joy, told me the captain would not let him
reft, and afked whether I would go aboard as
a failor, or ftay on fhore and mind the ftores,
_for hecould not bear anylonger to be plagued
in this manner. I was very happy at this

propofal, for I immediately thought I might
-in time ftand fome chance by being on board
to get a little money, or poffibly make my
efcape if I thould be ufed ill: I alfo expeted
to get better food, and in greater abundance
for [ had oftentimes felr much hunger, though
H s my
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my mafter treated his flaves, as | have ob-
ferved, uncommonly well. I therefore, with-
out hefitation, anfwered him, that I would go
and be a failor if he pleafed. Accordingly I
was ordered on board direGtly. Neverthelefs,
between the veflel and the fhore, when fhe
was in port, I had little or no reft, as my
mafter always wifthed to have me along with
him. Indeed he wasa very pleafant gentle-
man, and but for my expe&ations on fhip-
board I fhould not have thought of leaving
him. But the captain liked me alfo very
much, and [ was entirely his right-hand man.
1 did all I could to deferve his favour, and in
return I received better treatment from him
than any other I believe ever met with in the
Weft Indies in my fituation.

. After I had been failing for fome time with
this captain, at length I endeavoured to try
my luck and commence wmerchant. I had
but a very fmall capital to begin with; for
one fingle half bit, which is equal to three-
pence in England, made up my whole ftock.
However I trufted to the Lord to be with me
and atone of our trips to 8. Euffatia, a Dutch
-ifland, 1 bought a glafs tumbler with my half
bit, and when I came to Montferrat I fold it
for a bit, or fix-pence. Luckily we made
feveral fucceffive trips to St. Euftatia (which
, was
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was a general mart for the Weft Indies, about
twenty leagues from Montferrat) and in our
next, finding my tumbler fo profitable, with
this one bit I bought two tumblers more ; and
when I came back I fold them for two bits,
equal to a fhilling fterling. When we went
again I bought with thefe two bits four more
of thefe glafles, which I fold for four. bits on
our return to Montferrat: and in our next
voyage to St. Euftatia, I bought two glafles
with one bit, and with the other three I
bought a jug of Geneva, nearly about three
pints in meafure. When we came to Mont-
ferrat, I fold the gin for eight bits, and the
tumblers for two, fo that my capital now
amounted in all to a dollar, well hufbanded
and acquired in the {pace of a month or fix
weeks, when I blefed the Lord that I was fo
rich, Aswe failed to different iflands, I laid
this money out in various things occafionally,
and it ufed to turn to.very good account,
efpecially when we went to Guadaloupe, Gre-
‘nada, and the reft of the Freach iflands.
Thus was 1 going all about the iflands up=
wards of four years, and ever trading as I
went, during which I experienced many in-
ftances of ill ufage, and have feen many in-
juries done to other negroes in our dealipgs
with whites: and, amidft our recreations,
- when
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‘when we have been dancing and merry-
making, they, without caufe, have molefted
and infulted us. Indeed I was more than once
.obliged to look up to God on high, as I had
advifed the poor fitherman fome time before.
And I had not been long trading for myfelf
in the manner I have related above, when 1
‘experienced the like trial in company with
him as follows: This man being ufed to the
water, wasupon an emergency put on board
of us by his mafter-to work as another hand,
on a voyage to Santa Cruz; and at our fail-
ing he had brought his little all fora venture,
‘which confifted of fix bits’ worth-of limes and
oranges in a bag; I had alfo my whole ftock,
which was about twelve bits worth of the fame
kind of goods, feparate in'two bags; 'Lfor we
had heard thefe fruits fold well in that ifland.
When we came there, in fome little conveni-
ent time he and 1 went athore with our fruits
to fell-them; but we had fcarcely landed
when we were met by two white men, who
prefently took our three bags from us. We
could not at firft guefs what they meant to
do; and for fome time we thought they were
jefting with us; but they too foon let us_lmow
otherwife, for they took our ventures imme-~
diately to a houfe hard by, and adjoining the
fort, while we followed all the way beggingf
oo o 0
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of them to give us our fruits, but in vain.
They not only refufed to return them, but
{wore at us, and threatened if we did not .
immediately depart they would flog us well.
We told them thefe three bags were all we
were worth in the world, that we brought
them with us to fell, and that we came from
Montferrat, and fhewed them the veflel,
But this was rather againft us, as they now
faw we were ftrangers as well as flaves, They
ftill therefore {wore, and defired us to be
gone, and even took fticks to beat us; while
we, feeing they meant-what they faid, went
off in the greateft confufion and defpair.
Thys, in the very minute of gaining more
by three times than I ever did by any ven-
ture in my life before, was I deprived of
every farthing I was worth.  An infupport-
able misfortune! but how to he'p ourfelves we
knew not. In our confternation we went to
the commanding officer of the fort, and told
him bow we had been ferved by fome of his
people ; but we obtained not the leaft re-
drefs: he anfwered our complaints only by a
volley of imprecations againft us, and imme-
diately took a horfe-whip, in order to chaftife
us, {othat we were obliged to turn out much
fafter than we camein. 1 now, in the agony
of diftrefs and indignation, wifhed that the
' - ire



[ 158 ]
ire of God in his forked lightning might
transfix thefe cruel oppreflors among the
dead. Still however we perfevered; went
back again to the houfe, and begged and be-
fought them again and again for our fruits,
till at laft fome other people that were in the
houfe afked if we would be contented if they
kept one bag and gave us the other two,
We, feeing no remedy whatever, confented
to this; and they, obferving one bag to have
both kinds of fruit in it, which belonged to
my companion, kept that; and the other
two, which were mine, they gave us back,
As foon asI got them, I ran asfaft as I could,
and got the firft negro man I could to help me
off; my companion, however, ftayed a little
longer to plead ; he told them the bag they

had was his, and likewife all that he was -

worth in the world ; but this was of no avail,
' and he was obliged to return without it. The
poor old man wringing his hands, cried bit-
terly for his Tofs; and, indeed, he then did
look up to God on high, which {o moved me
with pity for him, that I gave him nearly one
third of my fruits. We then proceeded to
the markets to fell them; and Providence
was more favourable to us than we could have
expedted, for we fold our fruits uncommonly
well; I got for mine about thirty-fev_ensbits};
uc
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Such a furprifing reverfe of fortune in fo thort
a fpace of time feemed like a dream, and
proved no fmall encouragement for me to
truft the Lord in any fituation, My captain
_afterwards frequently ufed to take my part,
and get me my right, whenl have been plun-
dered or ufed ill by thefe tender Chriftian de-
predators; among whom I have fhuddered
to obferve the unceafing blafphemous execra-
tions which are wantonly thrown out by per-
fons of all ages and conditions, not only with-
out occafion, but even as if they were indul-
gences and pleafure.

At one of our trips to St. Kitt’s, I had
eleven bits of my own; and my friendly cap-
tain lent me five more, with which I bought
a Bible, I was very glad to get this book,
which I fcarcely could meet with any where,
I think there was none fold in Montferrat;
. and, much to my gricf, from being forced
out of the Atna in the manner I have re-
lated, my Bible, and the Guide to the In-
dians, the two books I loved above all others,
were left behind.

While I was in this place, St. Kitt’s, a very
curious impofition on human nature took
place :—A white man wanted to marry in the
church a free black woman that had land and
flaves in Montf{errat: but the clergyman told

him
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him it was againft the law of the place to

marry a white and a black in the church.

The man then afked to be married on the

‘water, to which the parfon confented, and

the two lovers went in one boat, and the

parfon and clerk in another, and thus the ce- -
remony was performed. After this the lov-

ing pair came on board our vefl:l, and my

captain treated them extremely well, and

brought them fafe to Montferrat.

The reader cannotbut judge of the irkfome-
nefs of this fituation to a” mind like mine, in
being daily expofed to new hardthips and im-
pofitions, after having feen many better days,
and been, as it were, in a ftate of freedom
and plenty ; added to which, evep{ part of
the world I had hitherto been i, Teemed to
me a paradife-in_cemparifon of the Weft In-
dies, My mind was therefare hourly replete
with inventions and thoughts of being freed,
and, if poflible, by honeft and honourabler
means; for [ always remembered the old
adage; and | truft it has ever been my ruling
principle, that ¢ Honexty is the beft policy;”
and likewifc thatbther golden precept—¢¢ To
“¢ do unto all men as 1 would they thould do
‘ unto me.”” However, as I was from early
years a predeftinarian, I thought whartever

fate had determined muft ever come to pafs;
- and
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and therefore, if ever it were my Iot to be
freed nothing could prevent me, although I
fhould at prefent fee no means or hope to ob-
tain my freedom; on the other hand, if it
were my fate not to be freed I never thould
be fo, and all my endeavours for that purpofe
would be fruitlefs. In the midft of thefe
thoughts I therefore looked up with prayers
anxioufly to God for my liberty; and at the
fame time ufed every honeft means, and did
all that was poffible on my part to obtain it,
In procefs of time I became mafter of a few
pounds, and in a fair way of making more,
which my friendly captain knew very well::
this occationed him fometimes to take liber-’
ties with me; but whenever he treated me
wafpifhly I ufed plainly to tell him my mind,
and that I would die before I would be im-
pofed upon as other negroes were, and that to
me life had loft its relith when liberty was
gone. ThisI faid although I forefaw my then
well-being or future hopes of freedom (hu-
manly {peaking) depended on this man.
However, as he could not bear the thoughts
" of my not failing with him, he always became
mild on my threats. I therefore continued
with him; ‘and, from my great attention to
his orders and his bufinefs, I gained him cre-
dit, and through his kindnefs to me I at laft
_ procured
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procured my liberty. While I thus went on,
filled with the thoughts of freedom, and re-
fifting oppreflion as well as I was able, my
life hung daily in {ufpenfe, particularly in the
furfs I have formerly mentioned, as [ could
not {fwim. Thefe are extremely violent
throughout the Weft Indies, and I was ever
expofed to their howling rage and devouring
fury in all the, iflands. I have feen them
ftrike and tofs a boat right up an end, and
maim feveral on board. Once in the Gre-
nada iflands, when I and about eight others
were pulling a large boat with two puncheons
~of water. in it, a furf ftruck us, and drove the
boat and all in it about half a ftone’s throw,
among fome trees, and above the high water
mark. We were obliged to get all the affift-
- ance we could from the neareft eftate to mend
the boat, and launch it into the water again,
At Montferrat one night, in prefling hard to
getoff the thore on board, the punt was over-
fet with us four times; the firft time I was
very near being drowned ; however the jacket
I had on kept me up above water a little {fpace
of time, while I called on a man near me
who was a good fwimmer, and told him I
could not fwim ; he then made hafte to me,

and, juft as I was finking, he caught hold of

me, and brought me to founding, and then |

he
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he went and brought the punt alfo. As foon
aswe had turned the water out of her, left we-
thould be ufed ill for being abfent, we at-
tempted again three times more, and as often
the horrid furfs ferved us as at firft; but at
laft, the fifth time wé attempted, we gained
our point, at theimminent hazard of our lives,
One day alfo, at Old Road in Montferrat,
our cagtain, and three men befides myfelf
were going in a large canoe in queft of rum
and fugar, when a fingle furf tofled the ca-
noe an amazing diftance from the water, and
fome of us, near a ftone’s shrow from each
other: moft of us were very much bruifed ;
fo that I and many more often faid, and xeally
thought, that there was not fuch another place
under the heavens as this. I longed there-
fore much to leave it, and daxly wifhed to fee

mafter’s promlfc performed of going to
Pg’ iladelphia.

\’Vhlle we lay in this place a very cruel
thing happened on board of our floop, which
filled me with horror; though I found after-
wards fuch pradtices were frequent. There
was a very clever and decent free young mu-
‘atto-man who failed a long time with us: he
1a2d a free woman for his wife, by whom he
1;ad a child; and fhe was then living on thore,

nd all very happy. Our captain and mate(i
an
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and other people on board, and feveral elfe-
where, even the natives of Bermudas, then
with us, all knew this young man froma child
that he was always free, and no one had ever -
claimed him as their property : however, as
might too often overcomes right in thefe parts,
it happened that a Bermudas captain, whofe
veflcl lay there for a few days in the road,
came on board of us, and feeing the mulatto. -
man, whofe name was Jofeph Clipfon, he told
him he was not free, and that he had orders
from his mafter to bring him to Bermudas.
‘The poor man could not believe the captain
to be in earneft; but he was very foon unde-
ceived, bis men laying violent hands on him;
_and although he fhewed a cenificate of his
being bora free in St. Kitt’s, and moft peo-
ple on board knew that he ferved his time to
boat-building, and always paffed for a free
man, yet he was forcibly taken out of our
veflel, He then afked to be carried afhore
before the fecretary or magiftrates, and thefe
infernal invaders of human rights promifed,
him he fhould; but, inftead of that, thcy‘
carried him on board of the other veflel : and
the next day, without giving the poor man
any hearing on thore, or fuffering him even
to {eé his wife or child, he was carried away,
and probably doomed never more in this world

)
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to fee them again. Nor was this the only
inftance of this kind of barbarity- I was a wit-
nefs to. I have fince often feen in Jamaica
and other iflands, free men, whom I have
known in America, thus villanoufly trepan-
ned and held in bondage. I have heard of
two fimilar praftices even in Philadelphia :
and were it not for the benevolence of the
quakers in that city, many of the fable race,
who now breathe the air of liberty, would, I be-
lieve, be groaning indeed under fome planter’s
chains. Thefe things opened my mind to a
new fcene of horror, to which I had been
before a ftranger. Hitherto I had thought
only flavery dreadful; but the flate of a free
negro appeared to me now equally fo at leaft,
and in fome refpeéls even worfe, for they
live in conftant alarm for their liberty, which
is but nominal, for they are univerfally in-~
fulted and plundered without the poffibility
of redrefs ; for fuch is the equity of the Weft
Indian laws, that no free negro’s evidence will
be admitted in their courts of juftice. In this
fituation is it furprifing that flaves, when mildly
treated, fhould prefer even the mifery of
Tavery to fdch a mockery of freedom? I was
1ow completely difgufted with the Weft In-
lies, and thought I never thould be entirely

tree until I had left them,
* With
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¢¢ With thoughts like thefe my anxious boding mind
« Recall’d thofe pleafing fcenes I left behind ;

<« Scenes where fair Liberty in bright array ,
¢ Makes darknefs bright, and ¢’en illumines day;
« Where nor complexion, wealth, or ftation, can

¢« Prote@ the wretch who makes a flave of man.”

- 1 determined to make every exertion to ob-
tain my freedom, and to return to Old Eng-
land. For this purpofe I thought a know-
ledge of navigation might be of ufe to me;
for, though I did not intend to run away un-
lefs I fhould be ill ufed, yet, in fuch a cafe,

- if I underftood navigation, I might attempt

. my efcape in our floop, which was one of the
fwifteft {ailing veflels in the Weft Indies, and
I could be at no lofs for hands to join me:
and if I fhould make this attempt, I had in-
tended to have gone for England; but this,
as I faid, was only to be in the event of my
meeting with any ill ufage. I therefore em-

ployed the mate of our veflel to teach me
navigation, for which I agreed to give him

twenty-four dollars, and atually paid him
part of the money down; -though when the
captain, fome time after, came to know that
the mate was to have fuch a fum for teaching
me, ke rebuked him, and faid it wasa fhame
for him to take any money from me. How-
ever, my progrefs in this ufeful art was much

. *5 ~ retarded
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retarded by the conftancy of our work. Had’
I withed to run away 1 did not want oppor-
tunities, which frequently prefented them-
felves; and particularly at one time, foon after
this. When we were at the ifland of Gua-
daloupe there was a large fleet .of merchant-
men bound for Old France; and, feamen
then being very fcarce, they gave from fif-
teen to twenty pounds a man for the run.
Our mate, and all the white failors, left our
veflel on this account, and went on board of
the French thips. They would have had me
alfo to go with them, for they rcgarded me,
and {wore to‘protect me, if I would go: and,
as the fleet was to fail the next day, I really
believe I could have got fafe to Europe at that
time. However, as my mafter was kipd, I
would not attempt to leave him; fiill remem-
bering the old maxim, that ¢ honefty is the
beft policy,” I fuffered them to go without
me. Indeed my captain was much afraid of
my leaving him and the veflel at that time,
as I had fo fair an opportunity : but, I thank
God, this fidelity of mine turned out much to
my advantage hereafter, when I did not in
the leaft think of it; and made me fo much
in favour with the captain, that he ufed now
and then to teach me fome parts of naviga-
tion himfelf; -but fome of our paflengers, and
- others,

)
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others, feeing this, found much fault with
him for it, faying it was a very dangerous
thing to let a negro know navigation; thus.
I was hindered again in my purfuits, About
the latwer end of the year 1764, my mafter
bought a larger floop, called the Prudence,
about feventy or eighty tons, of which my
~captain had the command. I went with him
into this veflel, and we took a load of new
flaves for Georgia and Charles Town. My
mafter now left me entirely to the captain,
* though he ftill withed for me to be with him;
but I, who always much withed to lofe fight
of the Weft Indies, was not a little rejoiced
at the thoughts of feeing any other country,
Therefore, relying on the goodnefs of my
captain, I got ready all the little venture I -
could ; and, when the veflel was ready, we
failed to my great joy. When we got to our
deftined places, Georgia and Charlgs Town,
I expeéted I fhould have an opportunity of,
felling my little property to advantage: but
here, particularly in Charles Town, I met
with buyers, white men, who impofed on me
-as in other places. Notwithftanding, I was
refolved to have fortitude; thinking no lot or
trial too hard when kind Heaven is the re-

warder. '
We foon got loaded again, and returned to
Montferrat;

6
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~ Montferrat; and there, amongft the reft of
the iflands, I fold my goods well ; and in this
manner I continued trading during the year
1764; meeting with various {cenes of im-
pofition, as ufual. After this, my mafter
fitted out his vefel for Philadelphia, in the
year 1765; and during the time we were
loading her, and getting ready for the voy-
age, I worked with redoubled alacrity, from
the hope of getting money enough by thefe voy-
ages to buy my freedom, in time, if it fhould
pleafe God ;- and alfo to fee the town of Phi-
lJadelphia, which I had heard a great deal
about for fome years paft; befides which, I
had always longed to prove my mafter’s pro-
mife the firft day I came to him. In the
midft of thefe elevated ideas, and while I was
about getting my little merchandife in readi~
nefs, one Sunday my mafter fent for me to his
houfe. When I came there I found him and
“the captain together; and, on my going in,
I was firuck with aftonithment at his telling
me he heard that I meant to run away from
him when I got to Philadelphia: ¢ And there-
¢ fore,” faid he, ¢ I muft fell you again: you
¢ coft me a great deal of money, no lefs than
¢ forty pounds fterling; and it will not do to
¢ lofe fo much. You are a valuable fellow,’
continued he; ¢and I can get any day for
I ' ¢ you

-
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¢ you one hundred guineas, from many gen.
< tlemen in this ifland.” And then he told
ame of Captain Doran’s brother-in-law, a fe-
vere mafter, who ever wanted to buy me to
make me his overfeer. - My captain alfo faid
he could get much more than a hundred gui-
neas for me in Carolina. This I knew to be
a fat; for the gentleman that wanted to buy
me came off feveral times on board of us, and
{poke to me to live with him, and faid he
would ufe me well. When I atked what work
‘he would put me to, he faid, asI was a failor,
he would make me a captain of one of his
sice veflels. But I refufed: and fearing at
the fame timhe, by a fudden turn I faw in the
‘captain’s temper, he might mean to {cll me,
1 1old the gentleman I would not live with
him on any condition, and that I certainly
would run away with his veffel: but he faid
he did not fear that, as he would catch me
again; and then he told me how cruelly he
would ferve me if I fhould do fo. My cap-
tain, however, gave him to underftand that
I knew fomething of navigation: ' fo he thought
better of it; and, to my great joy, he went
away. I now told my mafter I did not fay
1 would run away in Philadelphia; neither
did I mean it, as he did not ufe me ill, nor
yet ‘the captadn: for if they did 1 certainz
' wou

~
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would have made fome attempts before now;
but as I thought that if it were God’s will I .
ever fthould be freed it would be fo, and, on
the contrary, if it was not his will it would
not happen; fo I hoped if ever I were freed,
whilft I was ufed well, it thould be by honeft
means; but as I could not help myfelf, he
muft do as he pleafed; I could only hope and
truft to the God of Heaven; and at that in-
flant my mind was big with inventions and

Jfull of {chemes to efcape. I then appealed to
the captain whether he ever faw any fign of
my making the leaft attempt to run away
and afked him if I did not always come on
board according to the time for which he gave
me liberty; and, more particularly, when all
our men left us at Guadaloupe and went on
board of the French fleet, and advifed me to
go with them, whether I might not, and that
he could not have got me again, To my ne
fmall furprife, and very great joy, the cap-
tain confirmed every fyllable that [ had faid,
and even more; for he {aid he had tried dif-
ferent timesto fee if I would make any at-
tempt of this kind, both at St. Euftatia and in
America, and he never found that I made the
fmalleft; but, on the contrary, lalways came
on board according to his orders; and he did
really believe, if I ever meant to run away,
. I2 that,
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that, as I could never have had a better op-
portunity, I would have done it the night the
mate and all the people left our veffel at
Guadaloupe. The captain then informed my
mafter, who had been thus impofed on by our
mate, (though I did not know who was my
enemy) the reafon the mate had for impofing
this lie upon him; which was, becaufe I had
acquainted the captain of the provifions the
mate had given away or taken out of the vef-
fel. 'This fpeech of the captain was like life
to the dead to me, and inftantly my foul glo-
rified God; and ftill more fo on hearing my
mafter immediately fay that I was a fenfible
fellow, and he never did intend to ufe me as
a common flave; and that but for the en-
treaties of the captain, and his charalter of
me, he would not have let me go from the
ftores about as I had done: that alfo, in fo
doing, he thought by carrying one little thing
or other to different places to fell 1 might
make money. That he alfo intended to en-
courage me in this, by crediting me with half
a puncheon of rum and half a hogthead of
fugar at a time; fo that, from being careful,
I might have money enough, in feme time,
to purchafe my freedom; and, when that was
the cafe, I might depend upon it he would let
me have it for forty pounds fterling money,

Y- TP : which
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which was only the fame price he gave for
me. This found gladdened my poor heart
beyond meafure; though indeed it was no
more than the very idea I had formed in my
mind of my mafter long before, and I imme-
diately made him this reply : ¢ Sir, I always
¢.had that very thought of you, indeed I had,
¢and that made me fo diligent in ferving
¢ you.” He then gave me a large piece of
filver coin, fuchas I had never feen or had be.
fore, and told me to get ready for the voyage,
and he would credit me with a tierce of fugar
andanother of rum; he alfo faid that he had two
amiable fifters in Philadelphia, from whom I
might get fome neceflary things, Upon this
my noble captain defired me to go aboard;
and, knowing the African metal, he charged
me not to fay any thing of this matter to any
body ;“and he promifed that the lying mate
fhould not go with him any more. This was
a change indeed; in the fame hour to feel the
moft exquifite pain, and in the turn of a mo-
ment the fulleft joy. It caufed in me fuch
fenfations as I was only able to exprefs in my
looks; my heart was fo overpowered with
gratitude that I could have kifled both of their -
feet. When 1 left the room 1 immediately
went, or rather flew, to the veflel, which be-
ing loaded, my mafter, as'good as his word,

I3 trufted
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trulted me with a tierce of rum, and another
of fugar, when we failed, and arrived fafe at
the elegant town of Philadelphia. I foon fold
my goods here pretty well; and in this charm-
ing place 1 found every thing plentiful and

cheap. :
er’)ile I was in this place a very extraor-
dinary occurrence befell me. I had been told
one evening of a wife woman, a Mrs, Davis,
who revealed fecrets, foretold events, &c. I
- put little faith in this ftory at firft, as I could
not conceive that any mortal could forefee the

future difpofals of Providence, nor did I be--

lieve in any other revelation than that of the

Holy Scriptures; however, I was greatly afto-

nithed at feeing this woman in a dream that

night, though a perfon I never before beheld
in my life; this made fuch an impreffion on

me, that [ could not .get the idea th® next
* day out of my mind, and I then became as
anxious to fee her as I was before indifferent ;
accordingly in the evening, after we left off
working, I inquired where the lived, and be-
ing direfled to her, to my inexpreffible fur-
prife, beheld the very woman in the very
fame drefs fhe appeared to me to wear in the
vifion. She immediately told me I had dreamed
of her the preceding night; related to me

reéinefs

many things that had happened with a cor-.
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reftnefs that aftonithed me; and finally told
me I fhould nor be long a flave : this was the
more agreeable news, as [ believed it the
more readily from her having fo faithfully re-
lated the paft incidents of my life. She faid
I thould be twice in very great danger of my
life within eighteen months, which, if I ef-
caped, I fhould afterwards go on well; fo,
giving me her bleffing, we parted. After
ftaying here fome time till our veflcl was loaded,
and I had bought in my little traffic, we failed
from this agreeable {pot for Montferrat, once
more to encounter the raging furfs.

We arrived fafe at Mont{errat, where we
difcharged our cargo; and foon after that we
took flaves on board for St. Euftatia, and from
thence to Georgia. I had always exerted my-
felf, and did double work, in order to make
qur voyages as fhort as poffible; and from rhus
overworking myfelf while we were at Gecergia
I caught a fever and ague, I was very ill for
eleven days, and near dying; eternity was now:
exceedingly imprefled on my mind, and I
feared very much that awful event. I prayed
the Lord therefore to {pare me; and I madea
promife in my mind to God, that I would be
good if ever I fhould recover. At length, from
having an eminent doltor to attend me; I
was reftored again to Iheatth; and foon after

4 we
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we got the veflel loaded, and fet off for Mont-
ferrat, During the paflage, as I was perfeéily
reflored, and had much bufinefs of the vefiel
to mind, all my endeavours to keep up my in-
tegrity, and ‘perform my promife to God, be-
gan to fail; and, in fpite of all I could do, as
we drew nearer and nearer to the iflands, my,
refolutions more and more declined, as if the
very air of that country or climate feemed fatal
to piety. When we were fafe arrived at Mont-
ferrat, and I had got afhore, I forgot my for-
mer refolutions.—Alas! how prone isthe heart
to leave that God it withes to love! and how
ftrongly do the things of this world firike the
fenfes and captivate the foul l—After our vef-
fel was difcharged, we foon got her ready, and
took in, as ufual, fome of the poor opprefled
natives of Africa, and other negroes; .we then
fet off again for Georgia and Charleftown.
We arrived at Georgia, and, having landed
part of our cargo, proceeded to Charleftown
with the remainder. While we were there I
faw the town illuminated; the guns were fired,
and bonfires and other demonftrations of joy
fhewn, on account of the repeal of the ftamp-
a&l. Here I difpofed of fome goods on my
own account; the white men buying them with
{fmooth promifes and fair words, giving me,
however, but very indifferent payment, ‘There
- ' was
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was one gentleman particularly who bought a
puncheon of rum of me, which gave me a great
deal of trouble ; and although I ufed the intereft
of my friendly captain, I could not obtain any
thing for it; for, being a negro man, 1 could
not oblige him to pay me. This vexed me
much, not knowing how to alt; and I loft
fome time in feeking after this Chriftian; and
though, when the Sabbath came (which the
negroes ufually make their holiday) I was much
inclined to go to public worfhip, I wasobliged
to hire fome black men to help to pull a boat
acrofs the water to go in queft of this gentle~
man. When I found him, after much entreaty,
both from myfelf and my worthy captéin,?e
at laft paid me in dollars ; fome of them, how-
ever, were copper, and of confequence of no
value; but he took advantage of my being a
negro man, ind obliged me to put up with
thofe or none, although I objected to them.
Immediately after, as I was trying to pafs them
in the market amongft other white men, I was
abufed for offering to pafs bad coin; and,
though I thewed them the man I had got them
from, I was within one minute of being tied
up and flogged without either judge or jury;
however, by the help of a good pair of heels, |
ran off, and fo efcaped the baftinadoes I fhould
have received, I got on board as faft as I

Is © could,
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could, but ftill continued in fear of them unti}
we failed, which, I thank God, we did not
long after; ‘and I have never been amongfk
them fince.

We foon came to Georgia, where we were
to complete our lading; and here worfe fate
than ever attended me: for one Sunday night,
as I was with fome negroes in their mafter’s
yatd in the town of Savannah, it happened
that their mafter, one Do&or Perkins, who was
a very fevere and cruel man, came in drunk
and not liking to fee any ftrange negroes in
his yard, he, and a ruffian of a white man he
had in his fervice, befet me in an inftant; and
both of them firuck me with the firft weapons
they could get hold of. I cried out as long as
I could for helpand merc?' ; but, though I gave
a account of myfelf, and he knew my
captain, who lodged hard by him, it was to no
purpofe. They beat and mangled me in a
fhameful manner, leaving me near dead. I
loft fo much blood from the wounds I received,
that I lay quite motionlefs, and was fo be-
numbed that I could not feel any thing for
many hours. Early in the morning they took
me away to the jail. As I did not return to
the fhip all night, my captain not knowing
where [ was, and being uneafy that I did not
then make my appearance, he made inquiry

-8 after
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after me; and, having found where I was, im-
mediately came to me. As {oon as the good
man faw me fo cut and mangled, he could not
forbear weeping; he foon got me out of jail to
his lodgings, and immediately fent for the belt
doctors in the place, who at firft declared it as
their opinion that I could not recover. My
captain on this went to all the lawyers in the
town for their advice, but they told him they
could do nothing for me as I was a negro. He
then went to Dr. Perkins, the hero who had
vanquithed me, and menaced him, {wearing
he would be revenged of him, and challenged
him to fight. But cowardice is gver the com-
panion of cruelty—and the do&or refufed.
However, by the fkilfulnefs of one Doctor
Brady of that place, I began at laft to amend;
but, although I was fo fore and bad with the
wounds I had all over me that I could not reft
in any pofture, yet I was in more pain on ac-
count of the captain’s uneafinefs about me than
I otherwife fhould have been. The worthy
man nurfed and watched me all the hours of
the night; and I was, through his attention
and that of the doftor, able to get out of bed
in about fixteen or eighteen days. All this
time I was very much wanted on board, as I
ufed frequently to go up and down the river
for rafts, and other parts of our cargo, and

16 : flow
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flow them, when the mate wis fick or abfent.
In about four weeks I was able to go on duty;
and in a fortnight after, having got in all our
lading, our veflel fet fail for Montferrat; and
in lefs than three weeks we arrived there fafe,
towards the end of the year. This ended my
adventures in 1964; for I did not leave Mont-

ferrat again till the beginning of the following
year.

L CHAP.
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" "They ran the fhip aground; and the fore part
ftuck faft, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder
part was broken by the violence of the waves.

AcrTs xxvii. 41.

Howbeit we muft be caft upon a certain ifland;
Wherefore, firs, be of good chéer: for I believe
God, that it fhall be even as it was told me. .
AcTs xxvii. 26, 23.

Now a thing was fecretly brought to me, and mine
ear received a little thereof. '

In thoughts from the vifions of the night, when.
deep fleep fallegh on' men.  JoB iv. 12, 13.

Lo, all thefe things worketh God oftentimes with

_|man.

To bring back his foul from the pit, to be enlight~

ened with the light of the living,  Jos xxxiii. 29, 30
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CHAP VI

" The author’s difguft at the Weft Indies—Forms
Jehemes to obtain his freedom—Ludicrous dif-
appuintment he and his Captain meet with in
Georgia— At laft, by feveral. fuccefsful voy-

_ages, be acquires a fum of money fufficient to
purchafe it— Applies to his mafter, who ac-
cepts it, and grants bis manumiffion, to hbis

- great joy—He afterwards enters as a free-
man on board one of Mr. King’s fhips, and
fails for Georgia—Impofitions on free negroes
as ufual—His venture of turkies—Sails for
Montferrat, and on his paffage his friend the -
Captain falls ill and dies.

Every day now brought me nearer my
freedom, and I was impatient till we pro--
ceeded again to fea, that Imight have an op-~
portunity of getting a fum large enough to
purchafe ir. I was not long ungratified; for,
in the beginning of the year 1766, my maf-
ter bought another floop, named the Nancy,
‘the largeft 1 had ever feen. She was partly
laden, and was to proceed to Philadelphia;
our Captain had his choice of three, and [
was well pleafed he chofe ‘this, which was

the



[ 182 ] .

the largeft; for, from his having a large vef-
fel, I had more rooin, and cculd carry a larger
quantity of goods with me. Accordingly,
when we had delivered our old veflel, the
Prudence, and complited the lading of the
Nancy, huving made near three hundred per

cent. by four barrels of pork I brought from

Charleftown, I laid in as Iarge a cargo as [
could, trufting to God’s providence to prof-
per my undertaking, With thefe views 1
failed for Philadelphia. On our paffage,
when we drew near the land, I was for the
firft time furprifed at the fight of fome whales,
having never feen any fuch large fea mon-
fters before ; and, as we failed by the land,
one morning I faw a puppy whale clofe by
the veflel ; it was about the length of a wher-
ry boat, and it followed us all the day till we
ot within the Capes. We arrived fafe and
in good time at Philadelphia, and 1 fold my
goods there chiefly to the quakers. They
always appeared to be a very honeft difcreet
fort of people, and never attempted to im-
pofe on me; I therefire liked them, and ever
after chofe to deal with them in preference to
any others.
One Sunday morning while I was here, as
I was going to church, I chanced to pafs a
meeting-houfe. The doors being open, ar}x}d
the

{
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the houfe full of people, it excited my curi.
ofity to goin. When I entered the houfe, to
my great furprife, I faw a very tall woman
ftanding in the midft of them, fpcaking in
an audible voice fomething which I could not
underftand. Having never feen any thing of
this kind before, I ftood and ftared about me
for fome time, wondering at this odd fcene,
As foon as it was over, I took an opportunity
to make inquiry about the place and people,
when I was informed they were called Quak-
ers. I particularly afked what that woman }
faw in the midft of them had faid, but none
of them were pleafed to fatisfy me; fo I
quitted them, and foon after, as I was return.
ing, I came to a church crowded with peo-
ple ; the church-yard was full likewife, and a
number of peop?; were even mounted on
ladders, looking in at the windews. I thought
this a- ftrange fight, as I had never feen
churches, either in England or the Weft In-
dies, crowded in this manner before. I there-
fore made bold to afk fome people the mean~
ing of all this, and they told me the Rev. Mr,
George Whitfield was preaching. - I had

“~often heard of this gentleman, dnd had withed
to fee and hear him; but I had never before
had an opportunity. I now therefore re-
folved to gratify myfelf wich the fight, and

prefled
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Freﬂ'e&l in amidft the multitude. - When T got
nto the church 1 faw this pious man exhort-
ing the people with the greateft fervour and
earneftnefs, and fweating as much as I ever
.did while in flavery on Montferrat beach, I
~ was very much ftruck and impreflfed with
this; Ithought it firange I had never feen di-
-vines exert themfelves in this manner before,
.. and'was no longer at a lofs to account for the
thin congregations they preached to.
. When we had difcharged our cargo here
-and were loaded again, we, left this fruitful
land once ‘more, and fet fail for Montferrat,
My traffic had hitherto fucceeded fo well with
me, that [ thought, by felling my goods when
we arrived at Montferrat, I fhould have
enou;h to purchafe my freedom. But asfoon
as our veflel arrived there, my mafter came
on board, and gave orders for us to go to St,
Euftatia, and difcharge our cargo there, and
from thence proceed for Georgia. I was
much difappointed at this; but thinking, as
ufual, it was of no ufe to encounter with the
decrees of fate, I fubmitted without repin-
ing, and we went to St. Euftatia. After we
had difcharged our cargo there we took in a
live "cargo, (as we call a cargo of flaves.
Here 1 fold my goods tolerably well; but,
not being able to -lay out all my money in
: this
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this fmall ifland to as much advantage as in
many other places, I laid out only paii, and
the remainder I brought away with me neat.
We failed from hence for Georgia, and I was
glad when we got there, though I had not
much reafon to like-the place from my.laft
adventure in Savannah; but I longed to get
back fo Montferrat and procure my freedom,
which I expeéted to be able to purchafe when
I returned. As foon as we arrived here I
waited on my careful doétor, .Mr. Brady, to
whom I made the moft grateful acknowledg-
ments in my power for his former kindnefs
and attention during my illnefs.
. While we were here, an odd circumftance
happened to the Captain and me, which dif<
appointed us both a good deal. A filver-
fmith, whom we had brought to this place
fome voyages before, agreed with the Cap-
tain to return with us to the Weft Indies, and
. promifed at the fame time to give the Cap-
tain a great deal of money, having pretended
‘to take a liking to him, and being, as we.
thought, very rich. But while we ftayed to
load our veflel this man was -taken ill in a
houfe where he worked, and in a week’s
time became very bad. The worfe he grew
the more he ufed to fpeak of giving the Cap-
tain what he had promifed him, fo that he ex-

. pected
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pected fomething confiderable from the death
of this man, who had no wife or child, and he
artended him day and night. I ufed alfo to
go with the Captain, at his own defire, to at-
tend him ; efpecially when we faw there was
no appearance of his recovery : and, in order
to recompenfe me for my trouble, the Cap-~
tain promifed me ten pounds, when he thould
get the man’s property. I thought this would
be of great fervice to me, although I had
nearly -money enough to purchafe my free=
dom, ifI thould get fafe this voyage to Mont«
ferrat. In this expectation I laid out above
eight pounds of my money for a fuit of fu~
perfine clothes to dance in at my freedom,
whith I hoped was then at hand. We flill
continued to attend this man, and were with
him even on the laft day he lived, till very
late at night, when we wenton board. After
we were got to bed, about one or two o’clock
in the morning, the Captain was {ent for, and
informed the man wasdead. On this he came
to my bed, and, waking me, informed me of
it, and defired me to get up and procure a
light, and immediately go with him. I told
him I was very fleepy, and withed he would
take fomebody elfe with him ; or elfe, as the
man was dead, and could want no farther at-
tendance, to let all things remain as they
- ‘ were
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were till the next morning. ¢ No, no,” faid
he, ¢ we will have the money to night, 1 can-
¢ not wait till to-morrow ; fo let us go.” Ac~
cordingly I gotup and ftruck a light, and
away we both went and faw the man as dead
as we could with, 'The Captain faid he would
give him a grand burial, in gratitude for the
promifed treafure; and defired that all the
things belonging to the deceafed might be
brought forth. Among others, there wasa
neft of trunks of which he had kept the keys
whilft the man was ill, and when they were
produced we.opened them with no {mall ea.
gernefs and expetation; and as there were a
great number within one another, with much
impatience we took them one out of the other.
At laft, when we came to the {mallet, and-
had opened it, we faw it was full of papers,
which we fuppofed to be notes; at the fight
of which our hearts leapt for joy; and that
inftant the Captain, clapping his hands, cried
aut, ¢ Thank God, here it is.” But when we
took up the trunk, and began to examine the
fappoled treafure and long-looked for bounty, -
(alas! alas! how uncertain and deceitful are
all human affairs!) what had we found?
While we thought we were embracing a fub-
flance we grafped an empty nothing. The -
- whole amount that wis in the neft of trunks
S was
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was only one dollar and a half; and.all that
the man pofiefled would not pay for his coffin
" Qur fudden and exquifite joy was now fuc-
ceeded by as fudden and exquifite pain; and
my Captain and I exhibited, for {ome time,
moft ridiculous figures— pictures of. chagrin
and difappointment! We went away greatly
mortified, and left the deceafed to do as well
-as he could for himfelf, as we had taken fo
good care of him when alive .for nothing,
We fet fail once more for Montferrat, and ar-
rived there fafe; but much out of humeur
with our friend the filverdfmith. - When we
had unladen the veffel, and I had fold my
venture, finding myfelf mafter of about for-
ty-feven pounds—1I confulted -my true friend,
the Captain, how Ifhould proceed inoffering
my mafter the money for my freedom. He
told me to come on a certain morning, when
he and my mafter would be at breakfaft to-’
gether.  Accordingly, on that morning [
went, and met the Captain there, as he had
appointed. When I went in I made my obei-
fance to my mafter, and with my money in
my. hand, and many -fears in my heart, I
prayed him to be as good as his offer to me,
when he was pleafed to promife me my free-
dom as foon as I could purchafe it. This.
fpeech feemed to confound him; he began to
L recoil ;
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recoil ; and my heart that inftant funk within
me, ¢ What,” faid he, ¢ give you your free-
¢ dom? Why, where-did you get the money.?
¢ Have you got forty- pounds fterling " ¢ Yes,
¢-fir,, Tanfwered. ¢ How did you get it?
replied he. I told him, very honeftly. The
Captain then faid he knew I got the money
‘very honeftly and with much induftry,. and
.that I was particularly careful. On which
.my mafter replied, I got money much fafter
than he did; and faid he would not have
made me the promife he did if he had thought
I thould have got money fo foon.. ¢ Come,
¢ come,’” faid my worthy Captain, clapping
‘my mafter on the back, ¢ Come, Robert,
¢ (which was his name) I think you muft let
¢ him have his freedom;—you have:laid your -
¢ money out very well; you have received v’
¢ good intereft+for it all this time, and here
.¢ is now the principal at laft. I know Guf-
¢ tayus has earned you more than an hundred
¢ a-year, and he will ftill fave you money, as
¢ he will not leave you:—Come, Robert,
¢ take the money.” . My mafter then faid, he
would not be worfe than his promife; and,
taking the meney, told me to go to the Se-
cretary at the Regifter Office, and get my
manumiflion drawn up. Thefe words of my
mafter were like a voice from heaven to me :
' in
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‘in an inftant all my trepidation was turned
into unutterable blifs ; and I moft reverently
bowed myfelf with gratitude, unable to ex-
prefs my feelings, but by the overflowing of m'
eyes, and a heart replete with thanks to God}:
while my true and worthy friend the Captain
congratulated us both with a peculiar degree
of heartfelt pleafure. As foon as the firlt
tranfports of my joy were-over, and that I
had exprefled my thanks to thefe my worth
friends in the bet manner 1 was able, I rofe
with a heart full of affeftion and reverence,
and left the room, in order to obey my maf-
ter’s joyful mandate of going to the Regifigr
Office. AsI was leaving the houfe I called
0 mind the words of the Pfalmift, in the
126th Pfalm, and like lim, ¢ I glorified God
¢ in my heart, in whom I trufted.” Thefe
words had been impreffed on my mind from
-the very day I was forced from Deptford to
~ ‘the prefent hour, and I now faw them,as’|

* -thought, fulilled and verified. My imagi-
- nation was all rapture as I flew to the Regif-
ter Office ; and, in this refpedt, like the apof-
tle Peter* (whofe deliverance from prifon
was fo fudden and extraordinary, that he
thought he was in a vifion) I could fcarcely

* Alts xii. 9.
believe

-
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believe I was #tvake. Heavens! who could
do juftice to my feelings at this moment?
Not conquering heroes themfelves, in the
midft of a triumph—Not the tender mother
who has juft regained her long-loft infant,

and prefles it to her heart—Not the wea
hungry marincr, at the fight of the defired
friendly port—Not the lover, ‘When he once
more embraces his beloved miftrefs, after the
has been ravithed from his arms !—All within
my breaft was tumult, wildnefs, and deli-
rium! My feet fcarcely touched the ground,
for they were winged with joy, and, like Eli-
.jah, as he rofe to Heaven, they ¢ were with
¢ lightning fped as 1 went on.’  Every one I
met | told of my happinefs, and blazed about
the virtue of my amiable mafter and cap-
tain. '
When I got to the office and acquaintéd the
Regifter with my errand, he congratulated
e on the occafion, and told me he would
draw up my manumiffion for half price;
which was a guinea. I thanked him for his
kindnefs ; and, having received it and paid
him, I haftened to my mafter to get him to
fign it, that I might be fully releafed. Ac-
cordingly he figned the manumiffion that
day ; {o that, before night, I who had been a
flave in the morning, trembling at the will of
: aunother,
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another, was become my own mafter, and
completely free. I thought this was the hap-
‘pieftday I had ever experienced ; and my joy
was fll heightened by the bleflings and pray.
ers of many of the-fable race, particularly the
aged, to whom my heart had ever been at-
tached with reverence.

As the form of my manumiffion has fome-
thing peculiar in it, and exprefles the abfo-
lute power and dominion one man claims over
his fellow, I1hall beg leave to prefent it be-
fore my readers at full length:.

Montferrat.—To all men unto whom thefe
prefents fhall come: I Robert King, of the
parith of St, Anthony in the faid ifland, mer-
chant, fend greeting: Know Jre, that I the
aforefaid Robert King, for'and in confidera-
tion of the fum of feventy pounds current mo-
ney of the faid ifland, to me in hand paid,
and to the intent that a negro man-flave,
named Guftavus Vafa, fhall and may become
free, have manumitted, emancipated, enfran-
chifed, and fet free, and by thefe prefents do
manumit, emancipate, enfranchife, and fet
free, the aforefaid negro man-flave, named
Guftavus Vafa, for ever; hereby giving,
granting, and releafing unto him, the faid
Guftavus Vafa, all right, title, dominiqn , To-

' vereignty,
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vereignty, and property, which, as lord and
mafter over the aforefaid Guftavus Vafa, I
had, or now have, or by any means whatfo-
ever I may or can hereafter poffibly have over
"him the aforefaid negro, for ever. In witnefs
whereof I the abovefaid Robert King have
unto thefe prefents fet my hand and feal, this
tenth day of July, in the year of our Lord
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix.

RoeerT Kine.

Signed, fealed, and delivered in the pre-
fence of Terry Legay, Montferrat.

Regiftered the within manumiffion, at full
length, this eleventh day of July, 1766, in
liber D, : :

: TerryY Lzcay, Regifter,

In fhort, the fair as well as black people
immediately ftyled me by a new appellation,
to me the moft defirable in the world, which
was Freeman,-and at the dances I gave, m
Georgia fuperfine blue clothes made no indif-
ferent appearance as I thought. Some of the
fable females, who formerly ftood aloof, now
began to relax and appear lefs coy ; but my
heart was fill fixed on London, where 1
hoped to be ere long. So that my worthy
° captain, and his awner Inzxy late mafter, finding

B that
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that the bent of my mind was towards Lon-
don, faid to me, ¢ We hope you won’t leave
¢ us, but that you will flill be with the veffels,’
"Here gratitude bowed me down ; and none
but the generous mind can judge of my feel-
ings, ftruggling between inclination and duty.
However, notwithftanding my wifth to be in
London, I obediently anfwered my benefac-
‘tors that I would go in the veflel, and not
leave them; and from that day I was entered
on board as an able-bodied failor, at thirty-fix
‘fhillings per- month, befides what perquifites
I could make. My intention was to make a
.voyage or two, entirely to pleafe thefe my
-hopoured patrons ; but I determined that the
year following, if it pleafed God, 1 would fee
Old England once ‘more, and furprife my old
_mafter, Capt. Pafcal, who was hourly in my
‘mind ; for I flill loved him, notwithftanding
‘his ufage to me, and I pleafed myfelf with
‘thinking of what he would fay when he faw
what the Lord had done for me in fo fhort a
time, inftead of being, as he might perhaps
fuppofe, under the cruel yoke of fome planter.
With' thefe kind of reveries 1 ufed often to

~

entertain myfelf, and fhorten the time till my*

return; and now, being asin my original
free African flate, I embarked on board the
: ' ' Narncy,
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Nancy, after having got all things ready for
our voyage. In this flate of ferenity we
failed for St. Euftatia; and having fmooth
feas and calm weather, we {oon arrived there :
after taking our cargo on board, we proceed-
ed to Savannah in Georgia, in Auguft, 1766.
While we were there, as ufual, 1 ufed to go
for the cargo up the rivers in boats; and on.
this bufinefs have been frequently befet by
Alligators, which were very numerous on
that coaft ; and fhot many of them when the
have been near getting into our boats; whic{
we have with great difficulty {fometimes pre-
vented, and have been very much frightened
at them. I have feen a young one fold in

.Georgia alive for fix-pence,

During our ftay at this place, one evening =

"2 flave belonging to Mr. Read, a merchant

W

of Savannah, came near our veflel, and be-

"~ .gan toufe me very ill, I entreated him, with

all the patience I was mafter of, to defift, as

T knew. there was little or no law for a free

negro- here; but the fellow, inftead of tak-
ing my advice, perfevered in his infults, and
even ftruck me. At this 1 loft all temper,

.and fell on him and beat him foundly. The

" next morning his mafter came to our veffel as

we lay alongfide the wharf, and defired me to

come athose that he might have me flogged
: all

K 2
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;all round the town, for beating his negro .
-flave, I told him he had infulted me, and
had- given the provocation, by firft firiking
me. I had told my captain alfo the whole
.affair’ that morning, and wifhed him to have
.gone along with .me to Mr. Read, to prevent
bad confequences ; but he faid that it did not
fignify, and if Mr. Read faid any thing Jhe
would make matters up, and defired me to
go to work, which I accordingly did. The
. Captain - being on board when Mr. . Read
came and applied to him to deliver me up, he
faid he knew nothing of the matter, I was a
free man. I was.aftonithed and frightened at
this, and thought I. had better keep where I
was than go afhore and be flogged round the -
town, without judge or jury. I therefore re-
fufed to ftir; and Mr. Read went away,
-{wearing he would bring all the conftables in
the town, for he ‘'would have me out of the
veflel. When he was gone, I thought his
-threat might prove too true to my forrow ;
-and I was confirmed in this belief, as well by
.the many inftances I had feen of the treat-
ment of free megroes, as from a fact that had
happened within my own knowledge here a
.thort time before. '
There was a free black man, a carpenter,
that I knew, who for afking a gentleman that



197 1
he worked for, for the money he had earned,
was put into gaol; and afz’erwards this op-
prefled man was fent from Georgia, with falfe
accufations, of an intention td {et the gentle-
man’s houfe on fire, and run away with his
flaves. 1 was therefore much embarrafled,
and very apprehenfive of a flogging at leaft.
I.dreaded, of all things, the thoughts of be~
ing firiped, as I never in my life had the
marks of any violence of that kind. Atthat
inftant a rage feized my foul, and for a little I
determined to refift the firft man that thould
offer to lay violent hands on me, or bafel
ufe me without a trial; for I would {fooner
die like a free man, than {uffer myfelf to be
fcourged by the hands of ruffians, and my
blood drawn.like a flave. The captain and
others, more cautious, advifed me to make
hafte and conceal myfelf; for they faid Mr.
Read was a very fpiteful man, and he would
foon come on board with conftables and take
me. At firft 1 refufed this counfel, being
determined to ftapd my. ground; but ac
length, by the prevailing entreaties of the
-captain and Mr. Dixon, with whom he
- lodged, 1 went to Mr, Dixon’s houfe, which
was a little out of the town, at a place called
Yea-ma-chra. 1 was but juft gone when Mr.
Read, with the conftables, came for me, and

K3 fearched
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fearched the veflel; but, not finding me
there, he fwore he would have me dead or

alive. 1 was fecreted about five days; how-.

ever, the goed charadter which my captain
always gave me, as well as fome other gentle-
men who alfo knew me, procured me fome
friends. At laft fome of them told my cap-

tain that he did not ufe me well, in futfering-

me thus to be impofed upon, and faid they
would fee me redrefled, and get me on board

fome other veflel. My captain, on this, im-:

mediately went to Mr. Read, and told him,
that ever fince 1 eloped from the veflel his
wark had been negle&ted, and he could nat
go on with her loading, himfelf and mate not

being well; and, asI had managed things on-

board for them, my abfence muft have re~

tarded his voyage, and confequently hurt the’

owner; he therefore begged of him to for-
give me, as he faid he never heard any ¢com-
plaint of me before, during the feveral years
¥ had been with him. After repeated entrea-
ties, Mr. Read faid I might go to hell, and
that he would not meddle with me; on which
my captain came immediately to me at his
lodging, and, telling me how pleafantly mat-
ters had gone on, defired me to go on board;

Some of my other friends then atked him
if he had got the conftable’s warrant hﬁ'om

= . : them

-~
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them ; the captain faid, No. On this I was
defired by them to ftay in the houfe; and
they faid they would get me on board of fome
other veflel before the evening. When the
captain heard this he became almoft dif-
trated. He went immediately for the war-
rant, and, after ufing every exertion in his
power, he at laft got it from my hunters; but
I had all the expences to pay.

After I had thanked all my friends for their’
kindnefs, I went on board again to my work,
of which I had always plenty. We were in
hafte to complete our lading, and were to cdr-
ry twenty head of cattle with us to the Weit
Indies, where they are a very profitable arti-
cle. In order to encourage me in working,
and to make up for the time I had loft, my’
captain promifed me the privilege of carry=-
ing two bullocks of my own with me; and
this made me work with redoubled ardeur.
As foon as I had got the vefel loaded, in do-
ing which I was obliged to perform the duty
of the mate as well as my own work, and that
the bullocks were near coming on board, I~
afked the captain leave to bring my two, ac-
cording to his promife; but, to my great fur-
* prife, he told me there was no room for them.
I then afked him to permit me to take one;
but he faid he could not. I was a good deal
: K4 mortified
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mortified at this ufage, and told him I had no
notion that he intended thus to impofe on
me; nor could I think well of any man that
was fo much worfe than his word. On. this
we had fome difagreement, and I gave him
to underftand, that I intended to leave the
veflel. At this he appeared to be very much
dejected ; and our mate who had been very
fickly, and whofe duty had long devolved
upon me, advifed him to perfuade meto ftay:
in confequence of which he fpoke very kind}l,y
to me, making many fair promifes, telling
me that, as the mate was fo fickly, he could
not do without me; and that, as the fafety of
the veflel and cargo depended greatly upon
me, he therefore hoped that [ would not be
offended at what had paffed between us, and
{wore he would make up all matters when we
arrived in the Weft Indies; fo I confented to
flave on as before. Soon after this, as-the
bullacks were coming on board, one of them
ran at the captain, and butted him {o furioufly
in the breaft, that he never recovered of the
blow. In order to make me fome amends for
his treatment about the bullocks, the captain
now prefled me very much to take fome tur-
keys, and other fowls, with me, and gave me
liberty to take as many as I could find room
for: butI told him he knew very well I had

never
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never carried any turkeys before, as Ialways
thought they were fuch tender birds that they
were not fit to crefs the feas, However, he
continued to prefs me to buy them for once;
and, what feemed very furprifing to me, the
more | was againft it, the more he urged my
taking them, infomuch that he enfured me
from all lofles that might happen by them,
and I was prevailed on to ‘take them; but I
thought this very firange, as he had never
afted fo with me before. This, and not be-
ing able to difpofe of my paper-money in any
other wav, induced me at length to take four
dozen.. The turkeys, however, I was fodif-
fatisfied about that I determined to make no
more voyages to this quarter, nor with this
captain ; and was very apprehenfive that my
- free voyage would be the worft I had ever
made. .

We fet fail for Montferrat. Tbe captain
and mate had been both complaining of fick-
nefs when we failed, and as we proceeded on
our voyage they grew worfe. This wasabout
"‘November, and we had not been long at fea
‘before we began to meet with ftrong northerly
- gales and rough feas; and in about feven or
eight days all the bullocks were near being
drowned, and four or five of them died, Our
veflel,- which had not been tight at firft, was

‘ K 3 : much
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much lefs fo now: and, though we were but
nine ‘in the whole, including five failors and
myfelf, yet we were obliged to attend to the .
pumps . every half or three quarters of an
hour. The captain and mate came on deck
as often as they were able, which was now
but feldom; for they declined fo faft, that
they were not well enough to make obferva-
tions above four or five times the whole voy-
age, The whole care of the veffel refted
therefore upon me, and I was obliged to di-
re& her by mere dint of reafon, not being
able to work a traverfe. The captain was
now very forry he had not taught me navi-
gation, and protefted, if ever he fhould get
well again, he would not fail to do fo; but in
about feventeen days his illnefs increafed fo
much, that he was obliged to keep his bed,
continuing fenfible, however, till the laft, con-
ftantly having' the owner’s intereft at heart ;
for this juft and benevolent man ever appeared
much concerned about the welfare of what
he was intrufted with. When this dear friend
found the {fymptoms of death approaching,
he called me by my name ; and, when I came
to him, he afked (with almoft his laft breath)
if he had ever done me any harm? ¢ God
¢ forbid I thould think {o,” I replied, ¢I{hould
¢ then be the moft ungrateful of wretches to

¢ the
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¢ the beft of benefalltors.” While I was thus
exprefling my affe(tion and forrow by his
bedfide, he expired without faying apother
- word, and the day following we committed his
body to the deep. Every man on board loved
him, and regretted his death; but I was exs
ceedingly aftetted at it, and found that I did
not know, till he was gone, the firength of
my regard for him. Indeed I had every rea- |
fon in the world to be attached to him; for,
befides that he was in general mild, affable,
generous, faithful, benevolent, and juft, he
was to me a friend and father; and had it
pleafed Providence, that he had died but five
months before, I verily believe I fhould not
have obtained my freedom when I did; -and
it is not improbable that I might not have

been able to get it at any rate afierwards.
The captain being dead, the mate came
on the deck, and made fuch obfervations as
he was able, but to no purpofe. In the courfe
of a few days more, the few bullocks that re-
mained were found dead; but the torkeys [
had, though on the deck, and expofed to fo
much wet and bad weather, did well, and I
afterwards gained near three hundred pee
cent. on the {ale of them ; fo thatin the event
it proved a happy circumftance for me that I
had not bought the bullocks I intended, for
) Keé' they
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they muft have perithed with the reft ; and
~ could not help looking on this, otherwife tri-
fling circumftance, as a particular providence
of God, and was thankful accordingly. The
care of the veflel took up all my time, and
engaged my attention entirely. As we were
now out of the variable winds, I thought I
thould not be much puzzled to hit upon the
iflands. I was perfuaded I fteered right for
Antigua, which I withed to reach, as the near-
eft to us; and in-the courfe of nine or ten
days we made this ifland, to our great joy;
and the day after we came fafe to Montferrat.

Many were furprifed when they heard of
my condudling the floop into the port, and I
now obtained a new appellation, and was
called Captain. This elated me not a little,
and it was quite flattering to my vanity to be
thus ftyled by as high a title as any freeman
in this place poflefled. When the death of
the captain became known, he was much re-
gretted by all who knew him; for he wasa
man univerfally refpeéted. At the fame time
the fable captain loft no fame; for the fuccefs
I had met with increafed the affeQtion of my
friends in no {mall meafure.

CHAP.




[ 205 ]

CHAP. VIIL

The author, to oblige Mr. King, once more eme
barks for Georgia in one of bis veffels—A new
captain is appointed—They [ail, and fieer a
new courfe—Three remarkable dreams—The
veffel is fbipwrecked on the Bakama Bank, but
the crew are preferved, principally by means of
the author—He fets out from the ifland with
the captain, in a fmall boat, in queft of a flisp
—Their difirefs— Meet with a wrecker—Sail
for Providence— Are overtaken again by a
terrible florm, and are all near perifhing—
Arrive at New ‘Providence—The author, af-
ter fome time, fails from themce to Georgig—
Meets with another florm, and is obliged to

.. put back and refit—Arrives at Georgig—
Meets new impofitions—Two white men at-
sempt to kidnap him—Officiates as a parfom at

- a funeral ceremony—Lids adiew 1o Georgia,
and fails for Martinico.

As I bad pow, by the death of my cap-
tain, lot my great benefaétor and friend, I
had little inducement to remain longer in the
Weft Indies, except my gratitude to Mr,

- S King,
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King, which I thought I had pretty well dif-
charged in bringing back his veflel fafe, and
delivering -his- cargo to his fatisfaltion. I
began to think of leaving this part of the
world, of which I had been long tired, and
returning to England, where my heart had
always been; but Mr. King fiill prefled me
very much to ftay with his veflel; and he had
done fo much for me thatI found myfelf unable
to refufe his requefts, and confented to go
another voyage to Georgia, as the mate, from
his ill flate of health, was quite ufelefs in the
veflel. Accordingly a new captain was ap-
pointed, whofe name was William Phillips, an
«ald acquaintance of mine; and, having refit-
ted our veflel, and taken feveral flaves on
board, we fet fail for St. Euftatia, where we
flayed but a few days: and on the 3oth of
January 1767, we fteered for-Georgia. Qur
new captain boafted firangely of his fkill in
navigating and conducling a veflel; and in
confequence of this he fteered a new courfe,
feveral points more-to the weftward than we
ever did before; this appeared to me very
extraordinary, . ’

On the f%urth of February, which was
foon after we had got into our new courfe, I
dreamt the fhip was wrecked amidft the furfs
and rocks, and that I was the means of faving

o every
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every one on board; and on the night follow=
ing I dreamed the very fame dream. Thefé

dreams however made no impreffion on m
mind; and the next evening, it being my watc{
below, I was pumping the veflel a little after
eight o’clock, juft before Iwent off the deck;

_ as is the cuftom; and being weary with the

duty of the day, and tired at' the pump, (for
we made a good deal of water) I began to
exprefs my impatience, and uttered with an

" oath, ¢ Damn the veflel’s bottom out.” But

my confcience inftantly fmote me for the ex-
preflion. When 1 left the deck I went to'bed,
and had fcarcely fallen afleep when I dreamed
the fame dream again about the thip as'I had
dreamt the two preceding nights. At twelve

o’clock the watch was changed: and, as I

had always the charge of the captain’s watch,

I then went upon deck. At half after one in

the morning the man ‘at the helm faw fome-
thing under the lee-beam that the fea wathed
againft, and he immediately called to me that
there was a grampus, and defired me to look

. _at it.  Accordingly I flood up and obferved

it for fome time; but, when 1 faw the fea
wafh vp againft it again and again, Ifaid it
was not a fith but a rock. Being foon certain
of this, I went down to the captain, and, with
- fome confufion, told him the danger we were

\ in,
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in, and defired him to come vpon deck im-
mediately. He faid it was very well, and I
went up again. As foon as I was upon deck,
the wind, which bhad been pretty high, hav- -
ing abated a little, the veflel began to be car-
ried fideways towards the rock, by means of
the current. Still the captain did not appear,
I therefore went .to him again, and told him
the veflel was then near a large rock, and de-
fired he would come up with all fpeed. He
faid he would, and I returned on the deck.
‘When I was upon the deck again I faw we
were not above a piftol thot from the rock,
* and I heard the noife of the breakers all around
us. I was exceedingly alarmed at this; and
the captain having not yet come on the deck
I loft all patience; and, growing quite en-
raged, I ran down to him again, and atked
him why he did not come up, and what he
could mean by all this? -¢ The breakers,” faid
I, < are round us, and the veflel is almoft on
¢ the rock:” With that he came on the deck
with me, and we tried to put the veflel about,
and get her out of the current, but all to no
purpofe, the wind being very fmall.  We then
called all hands up immediately; and after a
- little we got up one end of a cable, and faftened
it to the anchor, By this time the furf was
foamed round us, and made a dreadful ncife

‘ on
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on the breakers, and the very moment we let
the anchor go the velel ftruck againft_the
rocks. One {well now fucceeded another, as
it were one wave calling on its fellow: the
roaring of the billows increafed, and, with,
one fingle heave of the {wells, the floop was
pierced and transfixed among the rocks! in a
moment a {cene of horror prefented itfelf to
my mind, fuch as I never had conceived or
experienced before. All my fins ftared me
in the face; and efpecially, I thought that
God had hurled his direful vengeance on my
guilty head for curfing the veflel on which
my life depended. My {pirits at this forfook
me, and I expelted every moment to go to
the bottom: I determined if I fhould ftill be
faved that I would never fwear again. And
" in the midft of my diftrefs, while the dreadful
furfs were dathing with unremitting fur
© among the rocks, I remembered the Lord,
though fearful that I was undeferving of for-
givenefs, and I thought that as he had often
delivered he might yet deliver; and, calling
to mind the many mercies he had thewn me
in times paft, they gave me fome f{mall hope
~ that he might ftill help me. [then began to
think how we might be faved; and I believe
no mind was ever like mine fo replete with in-
ventions and confufed with {chemes, tho}t:gh
ow
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how to efcape death 1 knew not. The cap-
tain immediately ordered the hatches to be
nailed down on the flaves in the hold, where
there were above twenty, all of whom muft un-
- avoidably have perifhed if he had been obeyed.

When he defired the men to nail down the
hatches, I thought that my fin was the caufe
of this, and that God would charge me with
thefe people’s blood. This thought rufhed
upon my mind that inftant with {uch violence,
that it quite overpowered me, and I fainted.
I recovered juft as the people were aboput to
nail down the hatches; perceiving which, [
defired them to ftop. The captain then faid
it muft be done: 1 afked him why? He faid
that every one would endeavour to get into
the boat, which was but fmall, and thereby
we fhould be drowned; for it would not have
carried above ten at the moft. I could no
longer reftrain my emotion, and I told him
he deferved drowning for not knowing how to
navigate the veflel ; and I believe the people
would have tofled him overboard if I had
given them the leaft hint of it. However the
- hatches were not nailed down; and, as none
of us eould leave the veffel then on account
of the darknefs, and as we knew not where
to go, and were convinced befides that
the boat could not furvive the furfs, wefajfil

al
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faid we would remain on the dry part of the
veflel, and truft to God till day-light ap-
peared, when we fhould know better what
to do. : ‘

I then advifed to get the boat pregared
againft morning, and {ome of us began to fet
about it; but others abandoned all care of the
thip and themfelves, and fell to drinking.
Our boat had a piece out of her bottom near
two feet long, and we had no materials to
mend her; however, neceflity being the mo-
ther of invention, I took fome pump lcather.
‘and nailed it to the broken part, and plafter-
ed it over with tallow-greafe. -And, thus
prepared, with the utmoft anxiety of mind
we watched for day-light, and thought every
minute an hour till it appeared. At laft it
faluted our longing eyes, and kind Provis
dence accompanied its approach with what
was no {mall comfort to us; for the ‘dreadful

~ {wells began to fubfide; and the next thipng
that ‘we difcovered to raifé our drooping’

. ipirits, was a fmall key or defolate ifland,,
" about five or fix miles off; but a barrier foon
prefented itfelf ; for there was not water
cnough for our boat to go over the reefs, and
this threw us again into a fad confternation;
but there was no alternative, we were th;re-

: ore
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fore obliged to put but few things in the boat
at once; and, what was ftill worfe, all of us
vere frequently under the neceflity of getting,
out to drag and lift it over the reefs. This
coft us much labout ang fatigue; and, what
was Yet more diftreffing, we could not.
avoid having our legs cut and torn very
much with the rocks. There were only
four people that would work with me at
the oars; and they confifted of three black.
men and a Dutch creole failor; and, though.
we went with the boat five times that day,.
we had no others to affift us. But, had we.
riot worked in this manner, I really believe.
the people could not have heen faved; for not.
~one of the white men did any thing to pre-
ferve their lives; indeed they foon got. fo,
drunk that they were not able, but lay abouts
the deck like fwine, fo that we were at laft.
obliged to lift them into the boat and carry.
“them on fhore by force. This want of aﬂi{{-»
ance made our labour intolerably fevere; in-
fomuch that, by going on fhore fo often that.

day, the fkin was partly. ftript.off my hands.
However, we continued all the day to toil
and ftrain our exertions, till we had brought:
all on board fafe to the fhore; fo that. out of.
thirty-two people we loft not.one,
o My
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"My dream’ now returned upon my mind
with all its force; it was fulfilled in ever
part; for our danger was the fame I had
dreamt of ; and I could not help looking on
myfelf as the principal inftrument in effetting
-our deliverance : for, owing to fome of our
people getting drunk, the reft of us were ob-
liged to double our exertions; and it was for-
tunate we did, for in a very little time longer
the patch of leather on the boat would have
“been worn out, and the would have been no
longer fit for fervice. Situated as we were,
who could think that ‘men fhould be fo care-
‘lefs of the danger they were in? for, if the
‘wind had but raifed the fwell as it was when
the veflfel firuck, we muft have bid a final
farewell to all hopes of deliverance; and
though I warned the people who were drink-
" ing, and entreated them to embrace the mo-
ment of deliverance, neverthelefs they per-
fifted, as if not poflefled of the leaft fpark of
teafon.” I could not help thinking, that, if
-any of thefe péople had been loft, God would
-charge me with their lives, which, perhaps,
‘'was ene caufe of my labouring fo hard for
their prefervation, and indeed every one of
them afterwards- feemed fo fenfible of the
fervice I had rendered them, that while we
were on the key 1 was a kind of chieftian

amongft
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amongft them. I brought {fome limes, oranges,
and lemons afhore; and, finding it to be
a good foil where we were, I planted feveral
‘of them as a token to any one that might be
caft away hereafter. This key, as-we after-
wards found, was one of the Bahama iflands,
which confift of a clufter of large iflands, with
fmaller ones or keys, as they are called, in-
terfperfed among them. It was about a mile
. in circumference, with a white fandy beach
running in a regular order along it. On that
part of it ‘'where we firft attempted to land
‘there fload fome very large birds, called fla-
‘mingoes : thefe, from the refle&tion of the
fun, appeared to us at a little diftance as-large -
as men; and, when they walked backwards
and forwards, we could not conceive what
they were : our captain {wore they were can-

nibals. This created a great panic among us; .

and we held a confultation how to a&. The
~captain wanted to go toa key that was within
fight, but a great way off; but I was againft
it, as in fo doing we fhould not be able to
fave all the people; ¢ And therefore,” faid I,
¢ let us go on thore here, and perhaps thefe
.¢ cannibals may take to the water.” Accord-
ingly we fteered toward them; and when we
approached them, to our very great joy and
no lefs wonder, -they walked off one after the

6 ‘ other
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other very deliberately ; and at laft they took
flicht and relieved us entirely from our fears.
About the key there were turtles and feveral
forts of fith in fuch abundance that we caught
them without bait, which was a great relief
to us after the falt provifions on board. There
was alfo a large rock on the beach, about ten
feet bigh, which wasin the form of a punch-
bowl at the top; this we could not help think-
ing Providence had ordained to fupply us
with rain-water ; and it was fomething fingu=
lar that, if we did not take the water when it
rained, in fome little time after it-would turn
as falt as fea-water, :
Our firft care, after refrefhment, was to
make ourfelves tents to lodge in, which we
did as well as we could with fome fails we had

brought from the .fhip. We then began to

think how we might get from this place,
which was quite uninhabited; and we deter-
mined to repair our boat, which was very
much fhattered, .and to put to fea in queft of
a {hip or fome inhabited ifland. It -took am
up bowever eleven days before we could gt

the boat ready for fea in the manner we

wanted it, with a fail and other neceffaries.
When we had got all things.prepared, the
captain wanted me to ftay an fhore while he

~wengto fea in queft of a veffal to take all the

people
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people off the key ; but this I refufed ; and
the captain and myfelf, with five more, fet
off in the boat towards New Providence.
We had no more than two mufket load of
gun-powder with us if any thing fhould hap.
pen; and our flock of provifions confifted of
three gallons of rum, four of water, fome falt
beef, fome bifcuit; and in this manner we
- proceeded to fea.

On the fecond day of our voyage, we came
to an ifland called Abbico, the largeft of the
Bahama iflands. We were much in want of
water; for by this time our water was ex-
pended, and we were exceedingly fatigued
in pulling two_days in the heat of the fun;
and it being late in the evening, we hauled
the boat afhore to try for water and remain
during the night: when we came afhore we
fearched for water, but could find none,.
When it was dark, we made a fire around us
for fear of the wild beafts, as the place was an
entire thick wood, and.we took it by turns
to watch. In this fituation we found very .
little reft, and waited with impatience for the
morning. As foon as the light appeared we |
fet off again with our boat, in hopes of find-
ing affiftance during the day. We were now
-much dejeted and weakened by pulling the
boat; for our fail wasof no ufe, and we-were

‘ ~ almoft
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almoft famithed for want of freth water to
drink. We had nothing left' to eat but falt
beef, and that we could not ufe without wa-
ter. In this fituaticn we toiled all day in
fight of the ifland, which was very long ; in
the evening, feeing no relief, we made fhore
again, and faftened our boat. We then went
to look for freth water, being quite faint fop
the want of it; and we dug and fearched
about for fome all the remainder of the evene
ing, but could not find one drop, fo that our
dejection at this period became exceffiye,
and our terror {fo great, that we expefted no-
thing but death to deliver us. We could not
touch our beef, which was falt as brine, with.
, out freth water; and we were in the greateft

terror from the apprehenfion of wild beafts,
When unwelcome night came we ated as on -
the night before; and the fext morning we
fet off again from the ifland in hopes-of fee-
ing fome veflel. In this manner we toiled as
well as we were able till four o’clock, durin
which we pafled feveral keys, but could not
meet with a thip; and, ftill famithing with
thirft, went athore on one of thofe keys again
in hopes of finding fome water.- Here we
found fome leaves with a few drops of water
on them, which we lapped with much eager-
nefs ; we then dug in f?eral places, but with-
: : out



T 218 ]
eut fuccefs, As we were digging holes in
fearch of water there came forth fome very
thick and black fluff; but none of us could
touch it, except the poor Dutch creole, who
drank above a quartot it as eagerly asif it had
been wine. We tried to catch fith, but could
not ; and we now began‘to repine at our fate,
and abandon ourfelves to defpair; when, in
the midft of our murmuring, the captain all
at once cried out, ¢ A fail! afail! afail!’

This gladdening found was like a reprieve to’

a convi&t, and we all inftantly turned to look
atit; but in a little time fome of us began to
be afraid it was not a fail. However, ata
venture, we embarked and fleered after it;
and, in half an hour, to our unfpeakable joy,
we plainly faw that it was a veflel. At this
our drooping fpirits revived, and we made
towards her with all the fpeed imaginable,
When we came near to her, we found fhe was
a litde floop, about the fize of a Gravefend
hoy, and quite full of people ; a circumftance
which we could not make out the meaning of.
Our captain, who was a Welchman, {wore
that they were pirates, and would kill us.
I faid, be that as it might, we muft board her
if we were to die by it; and, if they fhould
- pot receive us kindly, we muft oppofe them
" as well as we could ; for there was no alterna-
tive
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tive between their perithing and ours. ‘This
counfel was immediately taken; and I really
believe that the captain, myfelf, and the
Dutchman, would then have faced twenty
men. We had two cutlaffes and a mufquet,
that I brought, in the boat; and in this fitua-
tion we rowed alongfide, and immediately
boarded her. I believe there were about for-
ty hands on board; but how great was our
urprife, as foon as we got on board, to find
that the major part of them were in the fame
predicament as ourfelves.
" They belonged toa whaling fchooner that
was wrecked two days before us about nine
milés to the north of our veflel. When the
was wrecked fome of them had taken to their
boats and had left fome of their people and
property on a key, in the fame manner as we
had done ; and were going, like us, to New
Providence in queft of a thip, when they met
with this little {loop, called a wrecker ; their
employment in thofe feas being to look after
wrecks. - They were then going to take the
remainder of the people belonging to the
{chooner ; for which the wrecker was to have
all things belonging to the veflel, and likewife
their people’s help to get what they could out
of her, and were then tocarry the crew to

New Providence. . _
, 1. 2 We
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 We told the people of the wrecker the con-
dition of our veflel, and we made the fame
dgreement with them as the {choener’s peo-
ple; and, on their compcllying, we begged of
them to go to our key directly, becaute our
people were in want of water. They agreed,
therefore, to go along with us firft ; and in two
days we arrived at the key, to the inexpreffi-
blejoy of the people that we had left behind,
as they had been reduced to great extremities
for want of water in our abfence. Luckily
for us, the wrecker had now more people on.
board than fhe could carry or victual for any
moderate length of time ; they therefore hired
. thé fchooner’s people to work on the wreck,
and we left them our boat, and embarked for
New Providence. ‘
Nothing could have been more fortunate
than our meeting with this wrecker, for New
- Providence was at fuch a diftance that we
.never could have reached it in ourboat. The
ifland of Abbico was much longer than we
expefted ; and it was not till after failing for
three or four days that we got fafe to the far-
ther end of it, towards New Previdence.
When we arrived there we watered, and got
a good many lobfters and other fhell-fith;
which proved a great reliof to us, as our pro-
. ¥ifions and waterwere almoft exhaufted. ":Ve
) thent
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then proceeded on our voyage ; but the day
after we left the ifland, late in the evening,
and whilft we were yet among(t the Bahama
keys, we were overtaken by a violent gale
of wind, fo that we were obliged to cut away
the maft. The veflel was very near founder~
ing; for the parted from her anchors, and
ftruck feveral times on the fhoals, Here we
expected every minute that the would have
gone to pieces, and each moment to-be our
laft; fo much fo, that my old captain and
fickly ufelefs mate, and feveral others, faint-
ed ; and death fared usin the face on every
fide. All the {fwearers on board now began
to call on the God of Heaven to affift them:
and, fure enough, beyond our comprehenfion
- he did affift us, and in a miraculous manner
delivered us! In the very height of our ex»
tremity the wind lulled for a few minutes;
and, although the fwell was high beyond ex-
preflion, two men, who were expert {wim=
mers, attempted to go to the buoy of the an-
chor, which we ftill faw on the water, at fome
diftance, in a little punt that belonged to the
wrecker, which was not large enough to carry
more than two. She filled at different times.
in their endeavours to get into her alongfide
of our veffel ; and they faw nothing but death
before them, as well as we; but they faid
L 3 they
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‘they might as well die that way as any other,
A coil of very fmall rope, with a little buoy,
was put in along with them ; and, at laft, with
great hazard, they got the punt clear from
the veflel; and thefe two intrepid water he-
roes paddled away for life towards the buoy
of the anchor. Our eyes were fixed on them
all the time, expelting every minute to be
their laft : and the prayers of all thofe that
remained in their fenfes were offered up to
~ God, on their behalf, for a fpeedy deliver-
ance, and for our own, which depended on
them; and he heard and anfwered us! Thefe
two men at laft reached the buoy; and, hav-
ing faftened the punt to it, they tied one end
of their rope to the fmall buoy that they had
in the punt, and fent it adrift towards the
veflel. We on board obferving this, threw
out boat-hooks and leads faftened to lines, in
order to catch the buoy : at laft we caught ir,
and faftened a hawfer to the end of the {mall
rope; we then gave them a fign to pull, and
they pulled the hawfer to them, and faftened
it to the buoy : which being done we hauled
for our lives ; and, through the mercy of God,
we got again from the fhoals into deep water,
and the punt got fafe to the veflel. It is im-
poffible for any to conceive our heart-felt joy
atthis fecond deliverance from ruin, but th%fe-i
who
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who have fuffered the fame hardfhips. Thofe
whofe ftrength and fenfes were gone, came 0
themfelves, and were now as elated as they
~were before deprefled. ‘T'wo days after this
the wind ceafed, and the water became
{mooth. The punt then went on fhore, and -
we cut down fome trees; and having found
our maft and mended it, we brought it on
board, and fixed it up. As foon as'we had
done this we gotup the anchor, and away we
went once more for New Providence, which
in three days more we reached fafe, after bav-
ing been above three wecks in a fituation in
which we did not exped to efcape with life.
The inhabitants here were very kind tous;
and, when they learned our fituation, thewed
us a great dea{of hofpitality and friendfhip.
Soon after this every one of my old fellow-
fufferers that were f{ee parted from us, and
thaped their courfe where their inclination led
them. One merchant, who had a large floop,
feeing our condition, and knowing we wanted
to goto Georgia, told four of us that his veflel
was going there ; and, if we would work on
board and load her, he would give us our paf-
fage free. As we could not get any wages
whatever, and found it very hard to get off
the place, we were obliged to con ent to his
propofal ; and we went on board and helped
L4 to
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to load the floop, though we had only our-
victuals allowed us. When the was entirely
loaded, he told us fhe was going to Jamaica
firft, where we muft go if we went in her,
- This, however, I refufed; but my fellow-fuf-
ferers not having any money to help them-
felves with, neceffity obliged them to accept
of the offer, and to fteer that courfe, though
they did not like it.

We ftayed in New Providence about fe-
venteen or eighteen days ; during which time
I met with many friends, who gave me en-
couragement to ftay there with them, but I
declined it ; though, had not my heart been
fixed onr England, I fhould have flayed, as I
liked the place extremely, and there were
fome free black people here who were very
happy, and we paffed our time pleafantly to-
gether, with the melodious found of the cat-
guts, under the lime and lemon trees. At
length Captain Phillips hired a floop to carry
him and fome of the flaves that he could not
fell to Georgia; and I agreed to go with him
in this veflel, meaning now to take my fare-
well of that place. When the veflel was ready
we all embarked ; and I took my leave of
New Providence, not without regret. We
failed about four o’clock in the morning, with

a fair wind, for Georgia; and, about eleven
: o’clock
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o’clock the fame morning, a fudden and fhort
ale fprung up and blew away moft of our
%ails; and, as we were fhill among the keys,
in a very few minutes it dafhed the floop
againft the-rocks. Luckily for us the watex
was deep; and the fea was not fo angry, but
that, after having for fome time laboured
bhard, and being many in number, we were
faved, through God’s mercy : and, by ufing
our greateft exertions, we got the veflcl off,
The next day we returned to Providence,
where we foon got her again refitted. Some
of the people fwore that we had fpells fet
“upon us by fomebody in Montferrat; and
others that we had witches and wizzards
amongft the poor helplefs flaves ; and that we
never thould arrive fafe at Georgia. But
thefe things did not deter me; I faid, ¢ Let
¢ us again face the winds and feas, and fwear
¢ not, but truft to God, and he will deliver
¢ us” We therefore once more fet fail ; and,
with hard labour, in feven days time arrived
fafe at Georgia. :
After our arrival we went up to -the town
of Savannah; and the fame evening I went
to a friend’s houfe to lodge, whofe name wa3
Mofa, a black man. We were very happy
at meeting each other; and after {upper we
had a light till it was between nine and ten
: L; o’clock
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o’clock at night. About that time the watch
or patrol came by ; and, difcerning a light
in the houfe, they knocked at the dour: we
opened it; and they came in and fat down
and drank fome punch with us: they alo .
begged fome limes of me, as they underftood
1 had fome, which I readily gave them.. A
little after this they told me I muft go.to the
watch-houfe with them: this furprifed me a
good deal, after our kindnefs to them; and [
afked them, Why fo? They faid that all ne-
groes who had a light in their houfes after
nine o'clock were to be taken into cuftody,
and either pay fome dollars or be flogged.
Some of thofe people knew that I was a free
man ; but, as the man of the houfe was not
free, and had his mafter to prote& him, they
did not take the fame liberty with him they
did with me. I told them that I was a free
man, and juft arrived from Provigicnce s that
we were not making any.noife, and that I
was not a ftranger in that place, but was very
well known there: ¢ Befides,” faid I, ¢ what
¢ will you do with me?’—¢ That you fhall
¢ fee,’ replied they, ¢ but you muft go to the
¢ watch-houfe with us” Now whether they
“meant to get money from me or not I was at
a lots to know ; but I thought immediately of
the oranges and limes at Santa Cruz: and
S feeing
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feeing that nothing would pacify them, I went
with them to the watch-houfe, where I re-
mained during the night.  Early the next
morning thefe impofing ruffians flogged a ne-
gro-man and woman that they had in the
watch-houfe, and then they told me that I
muft be flogged too. 1 ai{ed why? and if
there was no law for free men ? and told them
if there was I would have it putin force
againft them. Butthisonly exafperated them
the more, and they inftantly fwore they would
ferve me as Dogor Perkins had done; and
were going to lay violent hands on me ; when
one of them, more humane than the reft, {aid,
that as | was a free man they could not juftify
flripping me by law. I then immediately
fent for Dr. Brady, who was known to be an
honeft and worthy man; and on his coming
to my affiftance they let me go. ‘
This was not the only difagreeable incident
+T met with while 1 was in this place; for, one
day, while I was a little way cut of the town
of Savannah, I was befet by two white men,
who meant to play their ufual tricks with me
in the way of kidnapping. As foon as thefe
men accofted me, one of them fa'd to the
other, ¢ This is the very fellow we are look- -
¢ ing for, that you loft ’ and the other fwore
immediately that I was the identical perfon, -
: L6 On
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On this they made up to me, and were about
to handle me; but I told them to be fill and
keep off, for I had feen thofe kind of tricks
played upon other free blacks, and they muft
not think to ferve me fo, Atthis they paufed
a little, and one faid to the other—it will not
. do; and the other anfwered that I talked too
good Englith. I replied, I believed I did ;
and I had alfo with me a revengeful ftick equal
. to the occafion; and my mind was likewife
good. Happily however it was not ufed;
and, after we had talked together a little in
this manner, the rogues left me.

I ftayed in Savannah fome time, anzioufly
trying to get to Montferrat once more to fee
M. King, my old mafter, and then to take
a final farewell of the American quarter of the
globe. - At laft I met wich a floop called the
Speedwell, Captain John Bunton, which be-
longed to Grenada, and was bound to Mar-
tinico, a French ifland, witha cargo of rice,
and I fhipped myfelf on board of her.

Before I left Georgia, a black woman who
had a child lying dead, being very tenacious
of the church burial fervice, and not able to
get any white perfon to perform it, applied
to me for that purpofe. I told her I was no
parfon ; and befides, that the {ervice over the
dead did aot affeét the foul. This howe:ie;

e © 8 o i
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did not fatisfy her; fhe ftill urged me verﬁ'
hard: I therefore complied with her carnelt
entreaties, and at laft confented- to a&t the
parfon for the firft time in my life. As fhe
was much refpected, there wasa great com-
pany both of white and black people at the-
grave. I then accordingly affumed my new*
voeation, and performed the funeral ceremony.
“to the fatisfadtion of all prefent; after whicK:.
I bade adieu to Georgia, and failed for Mar~
unico. '

- N ‘ CHAP.
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CHAP IX

T%e author arrives at Martinico—Meets with
. mew difficultics —Gets to Mentferrat, where
‘he takes leave of his old mafier, and fails for
. England — Mects Capt. Pafcal — Learns the
French horm — Hires himfelf with Doclor
Irving, where he learns to frefben [ea water—
Leaves the doctor, and goes a voyage to Turkey
and Portugal; and afterwards goes a voyage
to Grenada, and another to Ffamaica—Returns
- to the doflor, and they embark together on a
voyage to theé North Pole, with the Hon. Capt.
Phiyps — Some account of that voyage, and the
'dangers the author was in— He returns to
England.

I THUS took a final leave of Georgia ; for the
treatment I had received in it difgutted me
very much againft the place; and when I left
it and failed for Martinico I determined never
more to revifitit. My new captain conduéted
his veilel fafer than my former one; and, af-

-ter an agreeable voyage, we got fafe to our
intended port. While I was on this ifland I
went

3
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went about a good deal, and found it very
pleafant: in particular 1 admired the town of
St. Pierre, which is the principal one in the
ifland, and built more like an European town
than any | had feen in the Weft Indies. In
general alfo, flaves were better treated, had
more holidays, and looked better than thofe
in‘the Englith iflands. After we had done
our bufinefs here, I wanted my difcharge,
which was ncceffary ; for it was then the
month of May, and I withed much to be at
Montferrat to bid farewell to Mr. King, and
all my other fricnds there, in time to fail for
Old England in the July fleet. But, alas! [
had put a great ftumbling block in my own
way, by which | was near lofing my paflage
that feafon to kngland. I had lent my cap-
tain fome money, which I now wanted to en-
able me to profecute my inten'ions, This I
told him; but when | applied for it, though
I urged the neceflity of my occafion, I met
with fo much fhufling from him, that I be-
gan at laft to be afraid of lofing my money,
as I could not recover it by law; for I have
already mentioned, that throughout the Weft
Indies no black man’s teftimony is admitted,
on any occafion, againft any white perfon
whatever, and therefore my own oath would

have been of no ufe. I was obliged, there~
' : fore,
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fore, to remain with him till He might be dif-
'}iofed to return it to me. Thus we failed

om Martinico for the Grenades. 1 fre-
quently prefling the captain for my money to-
no purpofe; and, to render my condition
worfe, when we got there, the captain and
his owners quarreiled ; fo that my fituation be-
came daily more irkfome: for befides that we
on board had lirtle or no vi€tuals allowed us,.
and [ could not get my money nor wages, as
I could then have gotten my paffage free to.
-~ Montferrat had I been able to accept it. The
worft of all was, that it was growing late in
July, and the thips in the iflands muft fail by
the 26th of that month. At laft, however, -
with a great many entreaties, I got my money
from the captain, and took the firft veffel I
could meet with for St. Euftatia. From thence
1 went in another to Bafleterre in St. Kitt’s,
where [ arrived on the 1gth of July. On the
22d, baving met with a veflfel bound to
Montferrat, | wanted to go in her; but the -
captain and others would not take me on
board until 1 fhould advertife myfelf, and
give notice of my going off the ifland. I
told them of my hafte to be in Montferrat,
and that the time then would not admit of
advertifing, it being late in the evening, and
the veflel about to fail; but he infilted it was
neceflary,
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neceflary, and otherwife he faid he would not
take me. This reduced me to great per~
plexity ; for if 1 fhould be compelled to fub-
mit to this degrading neceflity, which every
black freeman is under, of advertifing himfelf
like a flave, when he leaves an ifland, and
which I thought a grofs impofition upon any
freeman, I feared I fhould mifs that op-
portunity of going to Montferrat, and thea
I could not get to England that year.
The veflel was jult going off, and no
time could be loft; I immediately there.
fore fet about, with a heavy heart, to try
who I could get to befriend me in coms
plying with the demands of the captaim.
Luckily I found, in a few minutes, fome:
gentlemen of Montferrat whom I knew ;'and,
having told them my fituation, I requefted .
their friendly affiftance in helping me off: the.
Hland. Some of them, on this, went with.
me to the captain, and fatisfied: him of my.
freedom; and, to my very great joy, he de-
fired me to go on board. We then fet fail,,
and the next day, 23d, L arrived at the.
withed-for place, after an abfence of fix
" months, in which-1 had more_than once ex~.
perienced the delivering hand of Providence,
when all human. means.of efcaping deftruction.
~ - {eemed
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feemed hopelefs. I faw my friends with a -

gladnefs of heart which was increafed by my
- abfence and the dangers 1 had efcaped, and
- ¥ was received with great friendthip by them
all, but particularly by Mr. King, to whomy
I related the fate of his floop, the Nancy, and
the caufes of her being wrecked. now
learned with extreme forrow, that his houfe
was wafhed away during my abfence, by the
burfting of a pond at the top of a mountain
that was oppofite the town of Plymouth. It
{wept great part of the town away, and Mr.
King loft a great deal of property from the

inundation, and nearly his life. When I told
him I intended to go ta London that feafon, -

and that I had come to vifit him before my
departure, the good man exprefled a great
deal of affe®ion for me, and forrow that I
fhould leave him, and warmly advifed me to
flay there; infifting, as I was much refpected
by all the gentlemen in the place, that [
might do very well, and in a fhort time have
land and {flaves of my own. I thanked him
for this inftance of his friendthip; but, as I
withed very much to be in l.ondon, I de-
clined remaining an(y longer there, and beg-
ged he would excufe me. I then requefted
he would be kind enough to give me a g'erti.-
: ’ cate

e
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ficate .of my behaviour while in his fervice,

which he very readily complied with, and
gave me the following:

Montferrat, Fanuary 26, 1767.

¢ The bearer hereof, Guftavus Vafa, was

¢ my flave for upwards of three years, during

¢ which he has always behaved himfelf well,

¢ and difcharged his duty with honefty and
¢ affiduity.

RoserT KING,

" ¢ Toall to whom this may concern.’

Having obtained this, I parted from my
kind mafter, after many fincere profeffions of
gratitude and regard,. and prepared for my

eparture for London. I immediately agreed
to go with one Capt. John Hamer, for feven gui-
neas (the paffage to London), on boaid a thip
-called the Andromache; and on the 24th and
25th, I had free dances, as they are called,
with fome of my friends and countrymen, pre-
vious to my fetting off; after which 1 took
leave of all my friends, and on the 26thI em-
barked for - London,. exceedingly glad to fee
myfelf once more on board of a thip; and fill
more fo, in fteering’ the courfe 1 had long
withed for, With a light heart [ bade Mont~
: ferrat
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ferrat farewell, and never had- my feet on it
fince; and with it I bade adieu to the found:
of the cruel whip, and all other dreadful in-
firuments of torture; adieu to the offenfive
fight of the violated chaftity of the fable fe-
males, which has too often accofted my eyes;
adieu to oppreffions (although to me lefs fe-
vere than moft of my countrymen); and adieu.
to the angry howling, dathing furfs. I wifhed:
for a grateful and thankful heart to praife the
Lord God on high for all his mercies! in this.

ecftafy I fteered the thip all night,
We had a moft profperous voyage; and,: at:
the end of feven weeks, arrived at Cherry-
Garden ftairs. Thus were my longing eyes
“ance more gratified with a fight of London,
after having been abfent from it above four
years. | immediately received my wages, and.
L never had earned feven: guineas fo quick ins
my life before;. I had thirty-feven guineas in.
all, when I got cleared of the fhip. I-now
entered upon a {cene quite new to me, but
full of hope. 1In this fituation my firft thoughts
were to. look out for fome of my- former
friends, and amongft: the firft.of thofe were
the Mifs Guerins.  As foon as L had regaled.
myfelf I went in queft, of. thofe kind: ladies,.
whom I was wery impatient,to fee; and, with:
fome difficulty “and. perfeverance, I found

them:



L 237 ]
them at May’s-hill, Greenwich. They were
moft agreecably furprifed to fee me, and I
quite overjoyed-at meeting with them. I told
ithem my hiftory, at which they exprefled
-great wonder, and freely acknowledged it did
their coufin, Capt. Pafcal, no honour, He
_then vifited there frequently; and I met him
dour or five days after in Greenwich park.
When he faw me he appeared a good deal
furprifed, and afked me how I came back?
{ anfwered, ¢ In a fhip.’ To which he re-
plied dryly, ¢ I fuppofe you did not walk
¢ back te London on the water.” AsI faw,
by his manner, that he did not feem to be
forry for his behaviour to me, and that [ had
not much reafon to expet any favour from
him, Itold him that he had ufed me very il},
after I had been {uch a faithful fervant to him
for fo many years; on which, without faying
-any more, he turned about and went away.
A few .days after this I met Capt. Pafcal at
Mifs Guerin’s houfe, and afked him for my
prize-money. He faid there was none due
t0 me; for, if.my prize-money had been
10,000k he had a right to it all. 1 told him
1 was informed otherwife: on which he bade
-me defiance; and in a bantering tone, defired
me to commence a law-fuit againft him for
dit: ¢ There are lawyers enough,’ faid l}:e,
¢ that
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¢ that will take the caufe in hand, and you.
¢ had better try it I told him then that [
would try it, which-enraged him very much;
however, out of regard to the ladies, I re-
mained flill, and never made any farther de-
mand of my right. Some time afterwards
thefe friendly ladies atked me what I meant
to do with myfelf, and how they could affift
me. I thanked them, and faid, if they
pleafed I would be their fervant; but if not,
I had thirty-feven guineas, which would fup-
port me for fome time, and I would be much
obliged to ‘them to recommend me to fome
perfon who would teach me a bufinefs where-
by I might earn my living. “They anfwered
me very politely, that they were forry it did
not {uit them to take me as their fervant, and
.afked me what buyfinefs I thould like to learn?
Ifaid, hair-dreffing. They then promifed to
- affit me in this; and foon after they recom-
.mended me t6 a gentleman whom I had known
before, one Capt. O’Hara, who treated/ me
with much kindnefs, and procured.me a maf~
- ter, a hair-dreffer, in Coventry-court, Hay-
_market, with whom he placed me. I was
‘with this man from September till the Fe-
bruary following. In that time we had a
neighbour in the fame court who taught the

French-horn, He ufed to blow it {fo well
; : ' that
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that [ was charmed with it, and agreed with
him to teach me to blow it. Accordingly he
took me in hand, and began to inftruét me,
and I foon learned-all the three parts. I took
great delight ia blowing on this inftrument,
the evenings being long; and befides that I
was fond of it, | did not like to be idle, and
it filled up my vacant hours innocently. At
this time alfo I agreed with the Rev. Mr.
Gregory, who lived in the fame court, where
he kept an academy and an -evening-fchool,
to improve me in arithmetic. This he did as far
as barter and alligation; fo that all the time
I was there I was entirely employed. In
February 1468, I hired my{elf to Dr. Charles
Irving, in Pall-mall, - fo celebrated for his
fuccefsful experiments in making fea-water
frefh; and here I had plenty of hair-drefling
to improve my hand. This gentleman was
an excellent mafler; he was exceedingly kind
and good tempered ; and.allowed me in the
evenings to attend my fcheols, which I efteem-
ed a great bleffing; therefore I thanked God
and him for it, and ufed all my diligence to
improve the opportunity. This diligence and
attention recommended me to the notice and
care of my three preceptors, who on their
parts beftowed a great deal of pains in my in-
ftructiqn, and befides were all very kind to

: me,
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me. My wages, however, which were by
two thirds lefs than ever I had in my life (for.
1 had only »2). per annum) I foon found would
not be fufficient to defray this extraordinary
expence of mafters, and my own neceflary
expences; my old thirty-feven guineas had
by this time worn all away to one. I thought
it beft, therefore, to try the fea again in queft
of more money, as I had been bred to it, and
had hitherto found the profeffion of it fuccefl-
ful. 1 had alfo a very great defire to fee Tur<
key, and I now deiermined to gratify it.
Accordingly, in the month of May, 1768,
I told the doétor my with to go to i{a again,
%0 which he made no oppofition; and we
paried on friendly terms. The fame day I
went into the city in queft of a mafter. Iwas
extremely fortunate in my inquiry; for 1 foon
heard of a gentleman who had a thip going to
ltaly and Turkey, and he wanted a man who
<ould drefs hairwell. I was overjoyed at this,
and went immediately on board of his fhip,
as I had been dire@ed, which I found to be
firted up with great tafte, and I already fore-
boded no fmail pleafure in failing in her,
Not finding the gentleman on board, T was
dire.d o his lodgings, where 1 met with
him the next day, and gave him a fpecimen
of my dreiling. He liked it {0 well ah;f hcel
ire
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hired me immediately, fo that I was perfectly
happy; for the fhip, mafter, and voyage,
were entirely to my mind. The fhip was called
the Delawar, and my mafter’s name was John
Jolly, a neat {mart good humoured man, juft
fuch an one as I withed toferve. We failed from
England in July following, and our voyage
was extremely pleafant, We went to Villa
Franca, Nice, and Leghorn; and in all thefe
‘places I was charmed with the richnefs and
beauty of the countries, and ftruck with the
elegant buildings with-which they abound.
We had always in them plenty of extraordi-
nary good wines and rich fruits, which I was
very fond of; and I had frequent occafions of
gratifying both my tafte and curiofity ; for my
captain always lodged on fhore in thofe places,
which afforded me opportunities to fee the
country around. I alfo learned navigation of
the mate, which I was very fond of. When
we left Italy we had delightful failiny among
the Archipelago iflands, and from thence to
Smyrna in Turkey. This is a very ancient
city; the houfes are built of flone, and mo#t
of them have graves adjoining to them; for
that they fometimes prefent the appearance
of church-yards. Provifions are very plenti-
ful in this city, and good wine lefs than a
penny a pint, ‘The gfapes, pomegranates,
o 2 M and
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and many other fruits, were alfo the richeft
and largeft I ever faw or tafted. The natives
are well looking and ftrong made, and treated
‘'me always with great civility. In general I
believe they are fond of black people; and
{everal of them gave me prefling invitations
to ftay amongft them, although they keep the
Franks, or Chriftians, feparate, and do not
fuffer them to dwell immediately amongft
them. 1 was aftonithedin not feeing women
in any of their thops, and very rarely any
in the ftreets; and whenever I did they were
covered with a veil from head to foot, fo that
I could not fee their faces, except when any
of them out of curiofity uncovered them to
look at me, which they fometimes did. [
was furprifed to fee how the Greeks are, in
fome meafure, kept under by the Turks, as
the negroes are in the Weft Jodies by the
white people. The lefs refined Greeks, as I
have already hinted, dance here in the fame
manner as we doin our nation. :

On the whole, during our ftay here, which
was about five months, I liked the place and
the Turks extremely well. T could not help
obferving one very remarkable circumftance
there : the tails of the fheep. are flat, and fo
very large, that I have known the tail even
of a lamb to weigh from eleven to thirteen

pounds.
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pounds. ‘The fat of them is very white and
rich, and is excellent in puddings, for which
it is much ufed. Our fhip being at length
richly loaded with filk, and other articles, we

failed for England. S
In May 1769, foon after our return from
‘Turkey, our thip made adelightful voyage to
Oporto in Portugal, where we arrived at the
time of the carnival. On our arrival, there
were fent on board o us thirty-fix articles to
obferve, with very heavy penalties if we thould
break any of them; and none of us even
dared to go on board any other veflel or on
thore, till the Inquifition had fent on board
and fearched for every thing illegal, efpecially
bibles. All we had were produced, and cer-
tain other things were fent on fhore till the
thips were going away; and any perfon in
whofe cuftedy a bible was found concealed,
wasto be imprifoned and flogged, and fent
into flavery-for ten years. I {aw here many
very magnificent fights, particularly the gar-
den of Eden, where many of the clergy and
laity went in proceffion in their feveral orders
with the hoft, and fung Te Deum. Ihad a
great curiofity to go into fome of their
churches, but could not gain admittance withe
out ufing the neceflary {prinkling of holy wa-
ter at my entrance. From curiofity, and a
M2 with
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with to be holy, I therefore complied with
this ceremony, but its virtues were loft upon
me, for I found myfelf nothing the better for
it. This place abounds with plenty of all
kinds of provifions. The town is well built
and pretty, and commands a fine profpeét.
Our thip having taken in a load of wine, and
other commodities, we failed for London, and
arrived in July following.

Our next voyage wasto the Mediterranean,
The fhip was again got ready, and we failed
in September for Genoa. This is one of the
fineft cides I ever faw; fome of the edifices
were of beautiful marble, and made a moft
noblz appearance; and many had very curi-

‘ous fountains before them. The churches
were rich and magpificent, and curioufly
adorned both in the infide and out. But all
this grandeur was in my eyes difgraced by
the galley flaves, whofe condition both there
-and in other parts of Italy is truly piteous and
wretched. - Afier we had ftayed there fome
weeks, during which” we bought many dif-
ferent_things we wanted, and got them very
cheap, we failed to Naples, a charming city,
‘and remarkably clean. The bay is the moft
"beautiful I ever faw; the moles for thipping
aré excellent, - I thought it extraordinary to
r’{e,g'a grand operas aéted here on Sunday nights&
S IO an
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and even attended by their majefties. I too,
like thefe great ones, went to thofe fights, and
vainly ferved God in the day while I thus
- ferved mammon effeftually at night.  While
we remained- here, there happened an erup-

tion of mount Vefuvius, of which I had a per-

fet view. It was extremely awful; and we

were {o near that the athes from it ufed to be

thick on our deck. After we had tranfalted

our bufinefs at Naples, we failed with a fair

wind once more for Smyma, where we ar-

rived in December. = A ferafkier, or officer,

took a liking to me here, and wanted me to

flay,. and offered me two wives; however I

retufed the temptation, thinking one was as

much as fome could manage, and more than

others would venture on., The merchants

here _travel in caravans or large companies.
I have feen many ‘caravans from India, with’

fome hundreds of camgls, laden with ditfer-

ent goods. The people of thefe caravans are:

quite brown. Among other articles, they.

- brought with them a great quantity of locufts,
which are a kind of pulfe, {weet and pleafant.

to the palate, and in fhape refembling French .

beans, but longer. Each kind of -goods is

fold in a fireet by itfelf, and I always found

- the Turks very honeft in their dealings. .
They let no Chriftians into their mofques or
M 3 churches,
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churches, for which I was very forry; as I
was always fond of going to fee the different
modes of worfthip of the people wherever I
went, The plague broke out while we were
in Smyrna, and we flopped taking goods
into the fhip till it was over, She was then
richly laden, and we failed in about March
1770, for England. One day in our paflage
we met with an accident which was near
burning the thip. A black cook, in melting
. fome fat, overfet the pan into the fire under
the deck, which immediately began to blaze,
and the flame went up very high under the
foretop. 'With the fright, the poor cook be-
came almoft white, and altogether fpeechlefs.
Happily however we got the fire out without
doing much mifchief, =~ After various delays
in this paffage, which was tedious, we arrived
in Standgate creek in July ; and, at the latter
end of the year, fome new event occurred,
fo that my noble captain, the thip, and I, all
feparated. T

- In April 1771, 1 fhipped myfelf as a flew~
ard with Capt. William Robertfon of the thip
Grenada Planter, once more to try my for-
tune in the Weft Indies ; and we failed from
London for Madeira, Barbadoes, and the
Grenades. When we were at this laft place,

kaving fome goods to fell, I met once more
with
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with my former kind of Weft India cuf-
tomers.

A white man, an iflander, bought fome
goods of me to the amount of fome pounds,
and made me many fair promifes as ufual,
but without any intention of paying me. He
- had likewife bought goods from fome more of
our people; whom he intended to ferve in the
fame manner; but he fill amufed us with
promifes. However, when our fhip was
loaded, and near failing, this honeft buyer
difcovered no intention or fign of paying for
any thing he had bought of us; but on the
cantrarsy ohao T ol 0L Lo LRI mAANger h
SONUaTy, Wnoir 1 &mi@G nill 19F MY MONEY Ne
threatened me and another black man he had
bought goods of, fo that we found we were
like to get more blows than payment. On
this we went to complain toone M. M‘Intoth,
= juftice of the peace; we told his worfhip
of the man’s villanous tricks, and begged that
he would be kind enough to fee us redrefled:
but being negroes, although free, we could
not get any remedy ; and our thip being then
juft upon the poingof failing, we knew not how
to help ourfelves, though we thought it hard
to lofe our property int this manner. Luckil
for us however, this man was alfa indebted to
three white failors, who could not get a far-
thing from him ; theﬁherefore readily joined

4 us,
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us, and we all went together in fearch of
him, When we found where he was, I took
him out of a houfe and threatened him with
vengeance ; on which, finding he was likely
to be handled roughly, the rogue offered each
of us fome fmall allowance, but nothing near
our demands. This exafperated us much
more ; and fome were for cutting his ears off;
but he begged hard for mercy, which was at
laf} granted him, after we had entirely ftrip-
ped him.  We then let him go, for which he
thanked us, glad to get off {o eafily, and ran
into the buthes, after having wifhed us a good
voyage. We then repaired on-board, and
- thortly after fet fail for England. I cannot
help remarking herea very narrow efcape we
had from being blown up, owing toa piece of
negligenceof mine, Juft as our thip was un-
de% fail, I went downJunder the cagin'ro do
fome bufinefs, and had a lighted candle in

my hand, which, in my hurry, without think-

ing, I held in a barrel of gunpowder. It re-
mained in the powder until it was near catch-
~ing fire, when fortunately I obferved it and

fnatched it out in time, and providentially no .

harm happened ; but I was fo overcome with
terror that I immediately fainted at this de-

liverance, , .
In twenty-eight days time we arrived in
. , England,

B )
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. England, and I got clear of this fhip. Baut,
being ftill of a roving difpofition, and defirous of
feeing as many different parts of the world as [
could, i thipped myfelf {oon after, in the fame
year, as fteward on board of a fine large fhip,
called the Jamaica, Captain David Watt; and we
failed from England in D.cember 1771, for
Nevisand Jamaica. Ifound Jamaica to bea very
. fine large ifland, well peopled, and the moft
confiderable of the Weft India iflands. There

. wasavaftnumberof negroes here, whomIfound

as ufual exceedingly impofed upon by the whire
~people, and the flaves punithed as in the other
iflands. There are negroes whofe bufinefs it is
to flug flaves; they go about to different peo-
ple for employment, and the ufual pay is from
one to four bits. I faw many cruel punith-
ments infli¢ted on the flaves in the thort time
I ftayed here. In particulas I was prefent
when a poor fellow was tied up and kept
hanging by the wrifts at fome diftance from
the ground, and then fume half hundred
weights were fixed to his ancles, in which
pofture he was flogged moft unmercifully,
There were alfo, as 1 heard, two diiferent
mafters noted for cruelty on the ifland, who

had ftaked up two negroes naked, and in two .

hours the vermin ftung them to death, [
heard a gendeman, 1 well knew, tell my capr
‘ M ; \ tain

—— e
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tain that he paffed fentence on a negro man
to be burnt alive for attempting to poifon an
overfeer. I pafs over numerous other in-
flances, in order to relieve the reader by a
milder fcene of roguery. Before I had been
long on the ifland, one Mr. Smith, -at Port
Morant, bought goods of me to the amount of

- twenty-five pounds flerling; but when I de- .

manded payment from him, he was going

each time to beat me, and threatened that he -

would put me in gaol. One time he would
f1y I was going to fet his houfe on fire; at
another, he would fwear I was going to run away
_ with his flaves. I was aftonithed at this ufage
from a perfon who was in the fituation of a
gentleman, but I had no alternative; and was
therefore obliged to fubmit. When I came to

Kingfton, I was furprifed to fee the number of

Africans who were affembled together on Sun-
days; particularly at a large commodious
place, called Spring Path. Here each differ-
ent natton of Africa meet and dance after the
manner of their own country. They flill re~
tain moft of their native cuftoms: they bury
their dead, and” put viftuals, pipes and to-
bacco, and other things, in the grave with
- the corps, in the fame manner as in Afiica.
Our fhip having got her loading we failed for
London, where we arrived in the Auguft fol-

: lowing.
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lowing. On my return to London, I waited
on my old and good mafter, Dr. Irving, who
made me an offer of his fervice again. Being
now tired of the fea I gladly accepted it. 1
was very happy in living with this gentleman
once more; during which time we were daily
employed in reducing old Neptune’s dominions
by purifying the briny element and making it
freth., Thus I went on till May 1773, when
T was roufed by the found of fame to feek new
adventures, and find, towards the north pole,
what our Creator never intended we thould, a
paflage to India. An expedition was now fit-
ting out to explore a north-eaft paffage, con-
du¢ted by the Honourable Conftantine John
Phipps, fince Lord Mulgrave, in his Majefty’s
floop of war the Race Horfe. My mafiter
being anxious for the reputation of this adven-
ture, we therefore prepared every thing for
our voyage, and I attended him on board the
Race Horfe, the 24th day of May, 1773. We
proceeded to Sheernefs, where we were joined
by his Majefty’s floop the Carcafs, commanded
by Captain Lutwidge. On the 4th of June
we failed towards our deftined place, the pole;
and on the 15th of the fame month we wére off
Shetland. On this day I had a great and un-
expected deliverance from an accident which

was near blowing up the thip and deftroying
' the
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the crew, which made me ever after during

the voyage uncommonly cautious. The fhip

was fo filled that there was very little room

on board for any one, which placed me in a

very awkward fituation. I had refolved to

keep a journal of this fingular and intereling

voyage; and I had no other place for this pur-

pofe but a little cabin, or the doctor’s ftore-

room, where I flept. This little place was

ftuffed with all manner of combuftibles, par-
ticularly with tow and aquafortis, and many
other dangerous things. Unfortunately it hap-
pened in the evening, as 1 was writing my

journal, that I had occafion to take the candle

out of the lanthorn, and a {fpark having touch-

ed a fingle thread of the tow, all the reft

caught the flame, and immediately the whole

was in a blaze. I faw nothing but prefent

death before me, and expeéted to be the firft,
to perith in the flames. In a moment the

alarm was {pread, and many people who were

near, ran to affift in putting out the fire. Al

this time I was in the very midft of the flames;

my thirt, and the handkerchief on my neck,
were burnt, and I was almoft fmothered with
the fmoke. However, through God’s mercy,
as T was nearly giving up all hopes, fome
people brought blankets and mattreffes and
threw them on the flames, by which meansin a

fhort
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fhort time the fire was put out, I was fevere-
1y reprimanded and menaced by fuch of the
officers who knew it, and firictly charged
never more to go there with a light: and, in-
deed, even my own fears made me give heed
to this command for a little time; but at laft,
not being able to write my journal in any
other part of the thip, 1 was temptcd again to
- venture by ftealth with a light in the fame
cabin, though not without confiderable fear
and dread on my mind. On the 20th of June,
we began to ufe Dr. Irving’s apparatus for
making falt water frefh; I ufed to attend the
diftillery : I frequently purified from twenty-
fix to forty gallons a day. The water thus
- diftilled was perfc&ly pure, well tatted, and
free from falt; and was ufed on various occa-
fions on board the fhip. On the 28th of June,
being in lat. 78, we made Greenland, where
I was furprifed to fee the fun did not fet. The
weather now became extremely cold; and as
we failed between north and eaft, which was
~our courfe, we faw many very high and curi-
ous mountains of ice; and alfo a great number
- of very large whales, which ufed to come clofe
to our thip, and blow the water up to a very
great height in the air.  One morning we had
vaft quantities of fea-horfes about the fhip,
which neighed exactly likeeany other hor‘i;;s.
: e
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We fired fome harpoon guns amaongft them, ia
order to take fome, but we could not get any.
The 30th, the captain of a Greenland fhip
came on board, and told us of three thips that
were loft in the ice; however we ftill held on
our courfe till July the 11th, when we were
flopt by one compat impenetrable body of
ice. We ran along it from eaft to weft above
ten degrees; and on the 27th we got as far .
north as 80, 37; and in 19 or 20 degrees eafy
longitude from London. On the 29th and
goth of July, we faw one continued plain of
fmooth unbroken ice, bounded only by the
horizon; and we faftened to a piece of ice that
was eight yards eleven inches thick. We had
generally funfhine, and conftant daylight;
which gave cheerfulnefs and novelty to the
whole of this firiking, grand, and uncommon
fcene; and, to heighten it fltill more, the re-
flection of the {un from the ice gave the clouds
a moft beautiful appearance. We killed many
different animals at this time, and among the
reft nine bears. Though they had nothing in
their paunches but water, yet they were all very
fat, We ufed to decoy them to the fhip fome-
times by burning feathers or fkins. I thought
.zhem coarfe eating, but fome of the fhip’s
ompany relithed them very much. Some of
our people oncey in the boat, fired at and
6 wounded
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wounded a fea-horfe, which dived immedi<
ately; and in a little time after brought up
with it a number of others. They all joined
in an attack upon the boat, and were with
difficulty prevented from ftaving or overfetting
her; but a boat from the Carcafs having come
to affift ours, and joined it, they difperfed,
after having wrefted an oar from one of the
men. One of the thip’s boats had before been
attacked in the fame manner, but happily no
harm was done. Though we wounded feveral
of thefe animals we never got but one. We
remained hereabouts until the 1ft of Auguft;
when the two fhips got completely faftened in
. theice, occafioned by the loofe ice that fet in
from the {fea. This made our fituation ver
dreadful and alarming; fc that on the yth day,
we were in very great apprehenfion of having
the thips fqueezed to pieces. The officers
now held a council to know what was beft for
us to do in order to fave our lives; and it was
determined that we fhould endeavour to efcape
by dragging our boats along the ice towards
the {ea; which, however, was farther off than
any of us thoyght. This determination filled
us with extreme dejetion, and confounded us
with defpair; for we had very little profpe&
of efcaping with life. However, we fawed

- - fome
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fome of the ice about the fhips, to keep it
from hurting them; and thus kept tiem in'a
kind of pond. We then began to drag the
boats as well as we could towards the fea; but,
after two or three days labour, we made very
little progrefs; fo that fome of our hearts to-
tally failed us, and I really began to give up
mytelf for loft, when I faw our furrounding
calamities. While we were at thi hard labour,
I once fell into a pond we had made amongft
fome loofe ice, and was -very near being
drowned; but providentally fome people were
near who gave me immediate affiftance, and
thereby I efcaped drowning. Our deplorable
condiiion, which kept up the conftant appre-
hention of our perithing in the ice, brought me
gradually to think of eternity in fuch a manner
as I never had done before. I had the fears
of death hourly upon me, ‘and fhuddered at
the thoughts of meeting the grim king of ter-
rors in the natyral ftate I then was in, and was
exceedingly doubtiul of a happy eternity if I
~ fhould die init. I had no hupes of my life
being prolonged for any time; for we faw that
.our exiftence could not be long on the ice after’
leaving the fhips, which were now out of fight,
and fome miles from the boats. OQOur appear- -
ance now became truly lamentable; pale de-
) jection
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jeétion feized every countenapce; many, who
had been before blafphemers, in this our dif-
trefs began to call on the-good God of hea-
vven for his help; and in the time of our utter
need he heard us, and againft hope or human
probability, delivered us! It was the eleventh
day of the fhips being thus faftened, and the
fourth of our drawing the boats in this manaer,
that the wind changed to the E. N. E. The
weather immediately became mild, and the
ice broke towards the fea, which was to the
8. W.of us.  Many of us on this got on board
~ again, and with all our might we hove the
thips into every open water we couid find, and
made all the fail on them in our power: and
now, having a profpect of fuccefs, we made
i - fignals for the boats and the remainder of the
~people. This feemed to us like a reprieve
from death; and happy was the man who
could firft get on board of any fhip, or the firft
boat he could meet. We then proceeded in
this manner till we got into the open water
again, which we accomplithed in about thirty
hours, to our infinite joy and gladnefs of heart,
As {oon as we were out of danger, we came to
anchor and refitted ; and on the 1gth of Auguft,
we failed from this uninhabited extremity of
the world, where the inhofpitable climate af-
: fords
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fords neither food nor fhelter, and not a tree
or fhrub of any kind grows among(ft its barren
rocks; but all is one defolate and expanded
waite of ice, which even the conftant beams
of the fun’ for fix months in the year cannot’
penetrate or diffolve. The fun now-being on
the decline, the days fhortened as we failed to
the fouthward; and, on the 28th, in latitude
73, it was dark by ten o’clock at night. Sep-
tember the 1oth, in latitude 58-59, we met a
very fevere gale of wind and high feas, and
thipped a great deal of water in the fpace of
ten hours. This made us work, exceedingly
bard at all our pumps a whels day; and one
fea, which ftruck the fhip with more force
than any thing I ever met with of the kind
before, laid her under water for fome time,.
{o that we thought fhe would have gone down..
Two boats were wafhed from the booms, and:
the long-boat from the chucks: all other move-.
able things on the decks were alfo wathed.
away, among which were many curious things.
of different kinds which we had brought from
Greenland; and we were obliged, in order to.
lighten the fhip, to tofs fome of our guns over-
board. We faw a fhip at the fame time, in
very great diftrefs, and her mafts were gone;
but we were unable to affift her, We nloz
o
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loft fight of the Carcafstill the 26th, when we
faw land about Orfordnefs, off which place fhe
joined us. From thence we failed for London,
and on the 3oth came up to Deptford. And
thus ended our Ardlic voyage, to the no fmall
joy of all on board, after having been abfent
four months; in which time, at the imminent
hazard of our lives, we explored nearly as far

towards the Pole as 81 degrees north, and 20 -

degrees eaft longitude; being much farther, by
all accounts, than any navigator had ever
ventured before; in which we fully proved
the impradticability of finding a paflage that
‘way to India, ' ‘

CHAP;

f
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CHAP X

The author leaves Dafor Irving, and engages om
board a Turkey fhip— Account of a black man’s
being kidnapped on board and [ent to the Wefk
Indies, and the author’s fruitle[s endeavours to
procare his. freedom—Some account of the man-
ner of the auther's converfion to the faith of
Fefus Chrife. S

OuRr voyage to the North Pole being ended,
I returned to London with Doétor Irving, with
whom I continued for fome time, during which
I began ferioufly to reflet on the dangers I
had efcaped, particularly thofe of my laft
voyage, which made a lafting impreffion on
my mind; and, by the grace of God, proved
afterwards a mercy to me: it caufed me to
refle® deeply on my eternal ftate, and to
feek the Lord with full purpofe of heart ere it
was too late. I rejoiced greaily; and hear:ily
thanked the Lord for directing me to London, -
where | was determined to work out my own
falvation, and in fo doing, procure a title to
- ) heaven 3
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heaven ; being the refult of a mind blended
by ignorance and fin.

In procefs of time I left my mafter, Doétor
Irving, the purifier of waters. I lodged in
Coventry-court, Haymarket, where [ was
continually opprefled and much concerned .
about the falvation of my foul, and was de-
termined (in my own ftrength; to be a firft
rate Chriftian. I ufed every means for this
purpofe ; and, not being able to find any per-
fon amongft thofe with whom I was then ac-
quainted that acquiefced with me in paint of
religion, or, in fcripture language, that would
{hew me any good, I was much dejeéted, and

-knew not where to feek reiief ; however, I

firt frequented the neighbouring churches,
St. Jam:s’s, and others, two or three times a
day, for many weeks : flill I came away dif-
fatisfied : fomething was wanting that I could
not obtain, and I really found more heart-felt

relief in reading my bible at home thanin at-

tending the church; and, being refolved to
be faved, I purfued other methods. FirftI
went among the quakers, where the word of
God was neizher read nor preached, fo that I

.remained as much in the dark asever. 1 then

fearched into the Roman catholic principles,
but was not in the leaft edified. 1 at length
had recourfe to the Jews, which availed me

‘ nothing,
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nothing, as the fear of eternity daily haraffed
my mind, and I knew not where'to feek fhel-
ter from the wrath to come. However this
was my conclufion, at all events, to read the
four evangelifts, and whatever fet or party I
found adhering thereto, fuch I would join,
Thus I went on heavily without any guide to
diret me the way that leadeth to eternal life,
I afked different people queftions about the
- manner of going to heaven, and was. told
different ways. - Here I was much ftaggered,
and could net find any at that time more
righteous than myfelf, or indeed fo much in~
clined to devetion. I thought we fhould not
all be faved (this is agreeable to the holy
fcriptures), nor would all be damned. I found
none among the circle of my acquaintance
that kept wholly the ten commandments. So
- righteous was 1 in my own eyes, that I was
convinced I excelled many of them in that
oint, by keeping eight outof ten; and finde
sng thole who in general termed themfelves
Chriftians not fo honeft or fo good in their
morals as the Turks, I really thought the
Turks were in a fafer way: of falvation than
my ncighbours: fo that between hopes and
fears 1 went on, and the chief comforts I en-
joyed were in.the mufical French horn, which
1 then pradlifed, and alfo. drefling of hair,
‘ : Such

td
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Such was my fituation fome months, expe-
riencing the difhonefty of many people here.
I determined at laft to fet out for Turkey,
and there to end my days. It was now early
in the {pring 1774. 1 fought for a mafter,
and found a captain John Hughes, com-
mander of a fhip called Anglicania, fitting
out in the river Thames, and bound to Smyr-
na in Turkey. I thipped myfelf with himas -
a fteward ; at the fame time I recommended
to him a very clever black man, John Annis,
as a cook. 'This man was on board the thi
near two months doing his duty : he had for-
merly lived- many years with Mr. Williarh
Kirkpatrick, a gentleman of the ifland of St..
Kitt’s, from whom he parted by confent,
though he afterwards tried many fchemes to
inveigle the -poor man. He had applied to
many captains who traded to St. Kitt’s to tre-
pan him ; and when all their attempts and
{chemes of kidnapping proved abortive, Mr.
Kirkpatrick came to our fhip at Union Stairs,
on Eafter Monday, April the fourth, with two
wherry boats and fix men, having learned
that the man was on board; and tied, and
forcibly took him away from the thip, in the °
prefence of the crew and the chief mate, who
had detained him after he had information to
comme away. I believe this was a combined

: piece
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piece of bufinefs: but, be that as it may, it
certainly reflefted great difgrace on the mate
and captaig, alfo, who, although they had de-
fired the o%preﬂ’ed man to ftay on board, yet '
notwithftanding this vile at on the man who .-
had ferved him, he did not in the leaft affift to
recover him, or pay me a farthing of his wages,
which was about five pounds. Iproved theonly
friend he had, who attempted to regain him his
liberty if poffible, having known the want of
lJiberty myfelf. I fent as foon as I could to
Gravefend, and got knowledge of the fhip in
‘which he was ; but unluckily fhe had failed the
firft tide after he was put on board.. My inten-
tion was then immediately to apprehend Mr.
Kirkpatrick, who was about fetting off for
Scotland ; and, having obtained a habeas cor-
pus for him, and got a tipftaff to go with me
to St. Paul’s chuxch-yard, where he lived, he,
fufpeéting fomething of this kind, fet a watch
to look out.. My being known to them, ob-
liged me to ufe the following deception: I
whitened my face, that they might not know
~me, and this had the defired efle. He did
not go out of his houfe that night, and next
morning I contrived a well plotted ftratagem,
notwithftanding he had, a.gentleman in his
boufe to perfonate him. My direétion to the
tipftaff had the defired effect; he got admit-
8 tance,
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tance ‘into the houfe, and conducted him to a
judge, accerding to the writ. When he came
there, his plea was, that he had not the body in
cuftedy, on which he was admitted to bail. I
proceeded immediately to that well known
philanthropift, Granville Sharp, E{q. who re-
ceived me with the utmoft kindnefs, and gave
me every inftruétion that was needful on the
occafion, Ileft him in full hope that I thould
gain the unhappy man his liberty, with the
warmeft fenfe of gratitude towards Mr. Sharp
_for his kindnefs; but alas! my attorney
proved unfaithful ; he took my money, loft
me many months employ, and did notdo the
leaft good in the caufe ; and when the poor
man arrived at St. Kitt’s, he was, according
to cuftom, ftaked to the ground with four pins-
through a cord, two on his wrifts, and two on’
his ancles, was cut and flogged moft unmerci-
fully, and afterwards loaded cruelly with irons
about his neck. Ihad two very moving let-
ters from him, while he was in this fituation ;
~and I made attempts to go after him ata great
hazard, but was fadly difappointed: I-alfo
was told of it by {fome very refpe&able fami-
lies now in London, who faw him in St. Kitt’s,
in the {fame ftate, in which he remained till
kind death releafed him out of the hands of
his tyrants, During this difagreeable bufi-

' N
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aefs I was under ftrong conviétions of fin, and
thought that mg ftate was worfe than any
man’s ; my mind was unaccountably difturb-
ed ; I often withed for death, though at the
1ame time convinced I was altogether unpre-
pared for that awful fummons. Suffering much
by villains in the late caufe, and being much
concerned about the ftate of my foul, thefe
things (but particularly the latter) brought
me very low ; fo that I became a burden to
myf{elf, and viewed all things around me as
emptinefs and vanity, which could give no
fatisfaltion "to a troubled confcience. I was
again determined to go to Turkey, and re-~
folved, at.that time, never more to return to
England. I engaged as fteward on board a
Turkeyman (the Wefter Hall, Capt. Lina)
but was prevented by means of my late cap-
tain, Mr. Hughes, and others. All this ap-
peared to be againft me, and the only com-
fort I then experienced was, in reading the
holy fcriptures, where 1 faw that ¢ there is no
¢ new thing under the fun,” Ecclef. i. g; and
what was appointed for me I muft fubmit to.
Thus 1 continued to travel in much heavinefs,
and frequently murmured againft the Almigh-
ty, particularly in his providential dealings ;
and, awful tothink! I began to blafpheme;,
and wifbed often to be any thing but a hu-

. : man
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man being. In thefe fevere conflifts the
Lord anfwered me by awful ¢ vifions of the
¢ night, when deep fleep falleth upon men,
¢ in flumberings upon the bed,” Job xxxiii.
15. He was pleafed, in much mercy, to give
me to {ee, and in fome meafure underftand,
the great and awful {cene of the judgment,
day, that ¢ no unclean perfon, no unholy
- ¢ thing, can enter into the kingdom of God,’
Eph. v. 5. Iwould then, if it had been pof-
fible, have changed my nature with the
meaneft worm on the earth; and was ready
tp fay to the mountains and rocks ¢ fall on
me,” Rev. vi. 16; but all in vain. I then in
the greateft agony requefted the divine Crea-
tor, that he would grant me a fmall fpace of
time to repent of my follies and vile iniquities,
which I felt were grievous. The Lord, in
his manifold mercies, was pleafed to grang
~my requeft, and being yet in a ftate of time,
the fenfe of God’s mercies were fo great on
my mind when I.awoke, that my ftrength
entirely failed me for many minutes, and I
was exceedingly weak, This was the firft
fpiritual mercy I ever was fenfible of, and be-
ing on praying ground, asfoon as I recovered
a little firength, and got out of bed and
drefled myfelf, I invoked Heaven from my
inmoft foul, and fervently begged that Ged,

: N 2 would
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would never again permit me to blafpheme
his moft holy name. The Lord, who is long-
{uffering, and full of compatffion to fuch poor
rebels as we are, condefcended to hear and an~’
fwer. [ felt that I was altogether unholy, and
faw clearly what a bad ufe I had made of the
faculties I was endowed with: they were
given me to glorify God with; I thought,
therefore, I had better want them here, and
enter into life eternal, than abufe them and be
caft into hell fire. Iprayed to bedirected, if
there were any holier perfons than thofe with
whom I was acquainted, that the Lord would
point them out to me, I appealed to the
Searcher of hearts, whether I did not with to
love him more, and ferve him better, Not-
withftanding all this, the reader may eafily
difcern, if a believer, that I was ftill in na-
ture’s darknefs. At length I hated the houfe
in which I lodged, becaufe God’s moft holy
name was blafphemed’ in it; then I faw the
word of God verified, viz. ¢ Before they call,
* I will anfwer; and while they are yet fpeak-
¢ ing, I will hear.’ : '

I had a great defire to read the bible the
whole day at home ; but not having a’conve-
nient place for retirement, I left the houfe in
the day, rather than ftay amongft the wicked
epes; and that day as [ was walking, it

. : pleafed
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pleafed God to dire&t me to a houfe where
there was an old fea-faring man, who .expe-
rienced much of the love of God fhed abroad
in his heart. He began to difcourfe with me ;
and, as Edefired to love the Lord, his conver-
fation rejoiced me greatly ; and indeed I had
never heard before the love of Chrift to be-
lievers fet forth in fuch a manner, and in fo
clear a point of view. Here I had more
queftions to put to thé man than his time would
permit him to anfwer : and in that memor-
-able hour there came in a diflenting minifter;
he joined our difcourfe, and afked me fome
few queftions; among others, where } heard
. the gofpel preached? I knew not what he
meant by hearing the gofpel; I told him I
had read the gofpel : and he atked me where
I went to church, or whether I wentatallor
not? To which I replied ¢ 1 attended St.
¢ James’s, St. Martin’s, and St. Ann’s, Soho.’
—¢ So,” faid he, ¢you are a churchman?’
‘I anfwered, I was. He then invited me toa
love-feaft at his chapel that evening. I ac-
cepted the offer, and thanked him; and foon
after he went away, I had fome further dif-
courfe with the old Chriftian, added to fome
Proﬁtable reading, which made me exceed-
ingly happy. When I left him he reminded -
me of coming to the feaft; 1 affured him I
N 3 : would
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would be there. Thus we parted, and 1

weighed over the heaven}y converfation that
bad paffed between thefe two men, which

cheered my then heavy and drooping fpirie

. more than any thing I "had met with for ma-
ny months., However, 1 thought the time
long in going to my fuppofed banquet. I alfo
withed much for the company of thefe friend-
ly men; their company pleafed me much;
and I thought the gentleman very kind in
afking me, a ftranger, to a feaft; but how
fingular did it appear to me, to have'it in a
chapel! When the withed-for hour came I
went, and happily the old man was there,
who kindly feated me, as he belonged to the
lace. I was much aftonifhed to fee the place
filled with people, and no figns of eating and
drinking. There were many minifters in the
company. At laft they began by giving out .
hymns, and between the finging, the minif-
ters engaged in prayer: in_fhort, [ knew not"
what to make of this fight, having never feen
any thing of the kind in my life before now.
Some of the guefts began to fpeak their ex-
perience, agreeable to what I read in the
Scriptures : much was faid by every fpeaker
of the providence of God, and his un{peak-
able mercies, to each of them, This I knew

in a great meafure, and could moft heartily
JOln,

-
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_Join them. But when they fpoke of a future:
ftate, they feemed to be altogether certain of
their calling and election of God; and that
no one could ever feparate them from the love
of Chrift, or pluck them out of his hands.
This filled me with utter confternation, in-
termingled with admiration. I was{o amazed
as not to know what to think of the company ;
my heart was attrated, and my affections
were enlarged; I withed to be as happy as
them, and was perfuaded in my mind ‘that
they were different from the world ¢ that
¢ lieth in wickednefs,’” 1 John v. 1g9. Their
language and finging, &c. did well harmo-

" nize; fwas entirely overcome, and wifhed to
live and did thus, Laftly, fome perfons in

the place produced fome neat bafkets full of

buns, which they Jiftributed abouc; and each
perfon communicated with his neighbour, and
fipped water out of ditferent mugs, which
they handed about to all who were prefent,
This kind of Chriftian fellowfhip I had never
feen, nor ever thought of feeing on earth; it
fully reminded me of what I had read in the
holy fcriptures, of the primitive Chriftians,.
who loved each other and. broke bread; in.
partaking of it, even from houfe to houfe..

This entertainment (which lafted abeut four

hours) ended in ﬁn%\irng and prayer. k was

4 the.
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the firft foul-feaft I ever was prefentat, T'lhis
laft twenty-four hours produced me things,
fpiritual and temporal, fleeping and waking,
judgment and* mercy, that I could not but
admire the goodnefs of God, in direding the
blind, blafphemous finner in- the path that he
knew not of, even among the juft; and in-
ftead of judgment he has fhewed mercy, and
will hear and an{wer the prayers and fuppli~
cations of every returning prodigal:

O:! to grace haw great a debtor
Daily I’'m canftrain’d to be!

After this I was refolved to win- Heaven: iE
poflible ; and if I perithed I thought it fhould
_ be at the feet of Jefus, in praying to him fox
falvation, After having been an eye-witnefs
to fome of the happinefs which attended thofe
who feared God, L knew not how, with any
propriety, to return to my lodgings,” where
the name of God was continually profaned,
at which I felt the greateft horror; I paufed
in my mind for {ome time, not knowing what
to do; whether to hire a bed elfewhere, or go.
home again. At laf fearing an evil report
might arife, I went home, with a farewell to
card-playing and vain jefting, &c. I faw that
time was very fhort, eternity long, and very
near ; and I viewed thofe perfons alone bleﬁ;_

€
&
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ed who were found ready at midnight call,
or when the judge of all, both quick and dead,
cometh, . -

The next day I took courage, and went to
Holborn, to fee my new and worthy acquaint-
ance, the old man, Mr. C——; he, with
his wife, a gracious woman, were at work at
filk weaving; they feemed mutually happy,
and both quite glad to fee me, and I more fo
to fee them. 1 fat down, and we converfed
much about foul matters, &c. Their difcourfe
was amazingly delightful, edifying, and plea~
fant. I knew not at laft how to leave this
agreeable pair, till time fummoned me away.
As [ was going they lent me a little book, en-
titled ¢¢ The cunverfion of an Indian.”” Iet
was in queftions and anfwers. The poor man
came over the fea to London, to inquire after
the Chriftian’s. God, who (through rich
mercy) he found, and had not his journey in
vain. The above book was of great ufe to
me, and at that time was a means of ftrength-
ening my faith; however, in -parting, they
both invited me to call on them when I pleafed.
T'his delighted me, and I took care to make
all the improvement from it I could; and fo
far I thanked God for fuch company and de- .
fires. I prayed that the many evils b felt
within might be done away, and that I might
' . - N3 be -
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be weaned from my former carnal acquaint-
ances. This was quickly heard and anfwered,
and [ was foon conneéted with thofe whom the
fcripture calls the excellent of the earth. I
heard the gofpel preached, and the thoughts
of my heart and altions were laid open by the
preachers, and the way of falvation by Chrift
alone was evidently fet forth, Thus I went

on happily for near two months; and I once -
heard, during this period, a reverend gentle-
man, Mr. G. fpeak of a man who had depart-
ed this life in full affurance of his going to
- glory. I was much aftonifhed at the affertion ;
- and did very deliberately inquire how he could
get at this {nowledge. I was anfwered fully,
agreeably to what I read in the oracles of
~ truth; and was told alfo, that if I did not ex-
- ‘perience the new birth, and the pardon of my
fins, through the blood of Chrift, before I
died, I could not enter the kingdom of heaven.
I knew not what to think of this report, as I
thought I kept eight commandments out of
ten; then my worthy interpreter told me I did
not do it, nor could I; and he added, thatno
man ever did or could keep thé command-
_ ments, without offending in one point. I
thought this founded very ftrange, and puzzled
me much for many wecks; for I thought it a
hard faying. I then afked my friend Mr.
7 - L—d,
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L———d, who was a clerk in a chapel, why
the commandments of God were given, if we
could not be faved by them? T'owhich he re-
plied, ¢ The law is a fchoolmafter to bring us.
¢ to Chrift,” who alone could and did keep-
the commandments, and fulfilled all their re-
quirements for his ele&t people, even thofe to
whom he had given a living faith, and the:
fins of thofe chofen veflels were already atoned.
for and forgiven them whilft living; and -if I
did not experience the fame before my exit,
the Lord would fay at that great day to me,
¢ Go, ye curfed; &c. &c. for God would ap--
pear faithful in his- judgments to the wicked;
as he would be faithful in fhewing mercy to-
thofe who were ordained to it before the world
was ; therefore Chrift Jefus feemed to be all in
all ro that man’s foul. 1 was much wounded
at this difcourfe, and brought into fuch a di-
lemma as I never expelted. I atked him, if
he was to die that moment, whether he was-
fure to enter the kingdom of God? and added,
* Do you kmow that your fins are forgiven.
you?’ he anfwered in rhe affirmative. Then.
confufion, anger, ani difccntent feizel me,
and [ ftaggered much at this fort of doétrine;.
it brought me to a ftand, not knowing which to-
b:lieve, whether falvation by works, or by
faith. only in Chrift. I requefted him to &1l

N 6 me.
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me how [ might know when my fins were fors
given me. He affured me he could not, and
that none but God alone could do this. Itold
him it was very myfterious; but he faid it was
really matter of fact, and quoted many portions
of {cripture immediately to the point, to
which 1 could make no reply. He then de-
fired me to pray to God to fhew me thefe
things. Ianfwered thatI prayed to God every
day. He faid, ¢ I perceive you are a church-
* man.” I anfwered, I was.- He then en-
treated me to beg of God to thew me what I
was, and the true ftate of my foul. I thought
the prayer very fhort and odd; fo we parted
for that time. I weighed all thefe things well
over, and could not help thinking how it was
poffible for a man to know that his fins were
forgiven him in this life. I wifthed that God
would reveal this felf.fame thing unto me. In
a fhort time after this I went to Weftminfter
chapel; the Rev. Mr. P preached from
Lam. iii. 39. It was a wonderful fermon; he
clearly fhewed that a living man had no caufe
to-complain for the punithments of his fins; he
evidently juftified the Lord in all his dealings
with the fons of men; he alfo thewed the jui-
tice of God.in the eternal punifhment of the
wicked and impenitent. The difcourfe feem-~
¢d to me like a two-edged {fword cutting all

ways;
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ways; it afforded me much joy, intermingled
with many fears about my.{foul; and when it
was ended, he gave it out that he intended,
the enfuing week, to examine all thofe who
“meant to attend the Lord’s table. Now I
thought much of my good works, and at the
fame time was doubtful of my being a proper
object to receive the facrament; -1 was full of
meditation till the day of examining. How-
ever, | went to the chapel, and, though much
diftrefled, I addreflfed the reverend gentleman,
thinking if I was not right, he would en-
deavour to convince me of it. When I con-
verfed with him, the firft thing he atked me,
was, what I knew of Chrift? 1 told him I be-
lieved in him, and had been baptized in his
name. ¢ Then,’ faid he, ¢ when were you
¢ brought to the knowledge of God? and how
¢ were you convinced of fin?’ - I knew not
what he meant by thefe queftions; I told him
I kept eight commandments out of ten; but
that I fometimes {wore on board fhip, and
{fometimes when on fhore, and broke the fab-
bath. He then afked me if I could read?
anfwered, ¢ Yes”’—¢Then,’ faid he, ¢ doyou
¢ not read in the bible, he that offends in one
¢ point is guilty of all?’ I faid, ¢ Yes.” Then
he affured me, that one fin unatoned for was
as fufficient to damn a foul as one leak was to

fink -
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fink a thip. Here I was ftruck with awe; for
the minifter exhorted me much, and remind-
ed me of the fhortnefs of time, and the length*
of eternity, and that no unregenerate foul, or
any thing unclean, could enter the kingdom of
Heaven.

He did not admit me as a communicant
but recommended me to read the fcriptures,
and hear the word preached; not to negleét
fervent prayer to God, who has promifed to
hear the fupplications of thofe who feek him in
godly fincerity; fo I took my leave of him,
with many thanks, and refolved to follow his
advice, fo far as the Lord would condefcend to
enable me. During this time I was out of
employ, nor was I likely to get a fituation
fuitable for me, which obliged me to go once
more to fea. I engaged as fteward of a fhip
called the Hope, Capt. Richard Strange,
bound from London to Cadiz in Spain. In a
thott time after I was on board I heard the
name of God much blafphemed, and ] feared
gredtly, left I fhould catch the horrible infec-'
tion. I thought if I finned again, after having
life and death fet evidently before me, I thould
certainly go to hell. My mind was uncom-
monly chagrined, and I murmured much at
God’s providential dealings with me, and was
difcontented with the commandments, that [

. could.
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could not be faved by what I had donej [
hated all things, and wifhed I had never been
born; confufion feized me, and I withed to be
anaihilated. One day I was ftanding on the
very edge of the ftern of the thip, thinking to
drown myfelf; but this fcripture was inftantly
impreffed on my mind—*¢ That no murderer
¢ hath eternal life abiding in him,” 1 John iii.
15. Then I paufed, and thought myfelf the
unhappieft man living. Again I was con-
vinced that the Lord was better to me than I
- deferved, and I was better off in the world
than many. After this 1 began to fear death;
I fretted, mourned, and prayed, till I became
a burden to others, but more fo to myfelf.
At length I concluded to beg my bread on
thore rather than go again to fea amongft a
people who feared not God, and I entreated
the captain three different times to difcharge
-me; he would not, but each time gave me
greater and greater encouragement to continue
with him, and all on board fhewed me very
great civility : notwithftanding all this I was
unwilling to embark again. At laft fone of
my religious friends advifed me, by faying it
was my lawful calling, confequently it was my
duty to obey, and that God was not confined
to place, &c. &c. particularly Mr. G, S. the
governor of Tothil-fields Bridewcll, who pitied

my
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my cafe, and read the eleventh chapter of the
Hebrews to me, with exhortations. He prayed
for me, and I believed that he prevailed on
my behalf, as my burden was then greatly
removed, and I found a heartfelt refignation
to the will of God. The good man gave me
a pocket Bible and Alleine’s Alarm to the
unconverted. We parted, and the next day
I went on board again. We failed for Spain,
and I found favour with the captain. It was
the fourth of the month of September when
we failed from London; we had a delightful
voyage to Cadiz, where we arrived the
twenty-third of the fame month. “The place
is firong, commands a fine profpeét, and is
very rich, The Spanith galloons frequent
that port, and fome arrived whilt we were
there. I had many opportunities of reading
the fcriptures. I wreftled hard with God in
fervent prayers, who had declared in his
word that he would hear the groanings and
deep fighs of the poor in {pirit. I found this
verified to my utter aftonithment and comfort
in the following manner: On the morning
of the 6th of Otober, (I pray you to attend)
all that day, I thought that I fhould either
fee or hear fomething fupernatural. I had a
fecret impulfe on my mind of fomething that
- was to take place, which drove me continu-

ally
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ally for that time to a throne of grace. It
pleafed God to enable me to wreftle with him,

.as Jacob did : I prayed that if fudden death
were to happen, and I perithed, it might be
at Chrift’s feet.

In the evening of the fame day, as I was
reading and meditating on the fourth chapter
of the A&s, twelfth verfe, under the folemn
apprehenfions of eternity, and refle&ting on
my paft altions, I began to think I had lived
a moral life, and that I had a proper ground
to believe I had an intereft in the divine fa-
vour; but fill meditating on the fubje&, not
knowing whether falvation was to. be had
partly for our own good: deeds, or folely as-
the I{vercign gift of God ;—in this deep con-
fternation the Lord was pleafed to break in
upon my foul with his bright beams of hea-
venly light; and in an inftant as it were, re-
moving the veil, and letting lightinto a dark
place, I faw clearly with the eye of faith the
crucified Saviour bleeding on the crofs o
mount Calvary : the {fcriptures became an
unfealed book, I faw myfelf a condemned
criminal under the law, which came with its.
full force to my confcience, and when ¢ the
¢ commandment came fin revived, and L
¢ died.” I faw the Lord Jefus Chrift in his
humiliation, loaded and bearing my reproaicirl:,

»
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fin, and fhame, I then clearly perceived that
_by the deeds of the law no flefh living could
be juttified. I was then convinced that by
the firft Adam fin came, and by the fecond
Adam (the Lord Jefus Chrift) all.that are
faved muft be made alive. It was given me
at that time to know what it was to be born
again, John iii. 5. I faw the e:ghth chapter
to the Romans, and the dotrines of God’s
decrees, verified agreeable to his eternal,
* everlafting, and unchangeable purpofes. The
word of God was {weet to my tafte, yea
fweeter than honey and the honeycomb,
€hrift'was revealed to my foul as the chiefeft
amo:'g ten thoufand. Thefe heavenly mo-
ments were really as life to the dead, and
what John calls an earneft of the Spirit*.
This was indeed unfpeakable, and I firmly -
believe undeniable by many. Now every
teading providential circumftance that hap-
pened to me, from the day I was taken from
my parents to that hour, was then in my
view, as if it"had but juft then occurred. I
was fenfible of the invifible hand of God,
which guided and prete¢ted me when in truth
I knew it not: ftill the Lord purfued me al-
though Iflighted and difregarded it; this mer+

* John xvi. 13, 14, &c.

e 4
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ey melted me down. When I confidered my
poor wretched ftate I wept, feeing what a
great debror I was to fovereign free grace.
Now the Ethiopian was willing to be faved
by Jefus Chrift, the finner’s only furety, and
alfo to rely on none qther perfon or thing for
falvation. "~ Self was obnoxious, and good
‘works he had none, for it is God that work-
eth in us both to will and to do. Oh! the
amazing things of that hour can never be.
told—it was joy inthe Holy Ghoft! I felt an.
aftonithing change; the burden of fin, the.
gaping jaws of hell, and the fears of death,.
that weighed me down before, now loft their
horror ; indeeds I thought death would row
be the beft earthly friend I ever had. Such
were my grief and joy as I believe are feldom
experienced. Iwas bathed in tears, and faid,
What am T that God fhould thus look on me
the vileft of finners? I felta deep concern for
my mother and friends, which occafioned me
to pray with frefh ardour ; and in the abyfs of
thought, I viewed the unconverted people of
the world in a very awful ftate, being with-
out God and without hope.’

It pleafed God to pour out on mé the fpirit
of prayer and the grace of fupplication, fo
that in loud acclamations I was enabled to

praife and glorify his moft holy name, When
o I got
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T got out of the cabin, and told fome of the
people what the Lord had done for me, alas,
who could underftand me or believe my re-
port !—None but to whom the arm of the Lord
was revealed. I became a barbarian to them
in talking of the love of Chrift: his name was
‘to me as ointment poured forth; indeed it was
{weet to my foul, but to them a rock of of-
fence. I thoughtmy cafe fingular, and every
hour a day until I came to London, for [
much longed to be with fome:to whom I could
tell of the wonders of God’s love towards me,
and join in prayer to him whom my foul loved
and thirfted. after. I had uncommon com-
motions within, fuch as few can tell aught
about. Now the bible was my only compa-
nion and comfort; I prized it much, with
many thanks to God that I could read it for
myfelf, and was not left to be toffed about or -
led by man’s devices and notions. ‘The
worth of a foul cannot be told.—May the
Lord give the reader an underftanding in
this. Whenever I looked in the bible I faw
things new, and. many texts were immedi-
ately applied to me with great comfort, for I
knew that to me was the word of falvation
fent. Sure I was that the Spirit which in~
dited the word opened my. heart to receive
the tryth of it as it is in Jefus—that the fame
Spirit
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Spirit enabled me to aét faith upon the proc
mifes that were precious to me, and enabled
me to believe to the falvation of my foul.
By free grace I was perfuaded that I had a
partin the firft refurrection, and was enlight-
ened with the ¢ light of the living,” Job
xxxiii. 30, I wifhed for a man of God with
whom lgmight converfe : my foul was like
the chariots of Aminadab, Canticles vi. 12.
Thefe, among others, were the precious pro-
mifes that were {o powerfully applied to me:
¢ All things whatfoever ye fhall afk in prayer,
¢ believing, ye fhall recelve,” Matt. xxi. 22.
¢ Peace | leave with you, my peace 1 give
< unto you,” John xiv. 27. 1{aw the blefled
Redeemer to be the fountain of life, and the
well of falvation. I experienced him to be
all in all; he had brought me by a way that
1 knew not, and he had made crooked paths
~ ftraight, Then in his name I fet up my Ebe-
nezer, faying, Hitherto he hath helped me:
and could fay to the finners about me, Behold
what a Saviour I have! Thus 1 was, by the
teaching of that all-glorious Deity, the great
One in Three, and Three in One, confirmed
in the truths of the bible, thofe oracles of
everlafting truth, on which every foul livin

muft fland or fall eternally, agreeable to A&ts
iv. 12, ¢ Neither is there falvation in any

: ¢ other,
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® other, for there is none other name under
¢ heaven given among men whereby we muft
¢ be faved, but only Jefus Chrift.” May God
give the reader a right underftanding in thefe
faéts! ¢ To him that believeth, all thingsare
< poffible, but to them that are unbelieving
¢ nothing is pure,” Titusi. 15.

During this period we remained at Cadiz
until aur thip gotladen. We failed about the
fourth of November; and, having a good
paflage, we arrived in London the month
following, to my comfort, with heartfelt gra-
titude to God for his rich and unfpeakable
mercies. '

On my return I had but one text which
puzzled me, or that the devil endeavoured
to buffet me with, viz. Rom. xi. 6. and, as L.
had heard of the Reverend Mr. Romaine; and
his great knowledge in the {criptures, | withed
much to hear him preach. One day I went
to Blackfriars church, and, to my great fa-
tisfaction and furprife, he preached from that
very text. He very clearly thewed the dif-
ference-between human works and free elec-
tion, which is according to God’s fovereign
will and pleafure. Thefe glad tidings fet me
entirely at liberty, and 1 went out of the
church rejeicing, feeing my fpots were thofe
of God’s Children. I went to Weftminfter
' - S Chapel,

¢
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Chapel, and faw fome of my old friends,
“who were glad when they perceived the won-
derful change that the Lord had wrought in
me, particularly Mr. G— S—, my worthy
- acquaintance, who was a man of a choice
4pirit, and had great zeal for the Lord’s fer=-
vice. I enjoyed his correfpondence till he
died in the year 1784. I was again examin-
ed at that fame chapel, and was received into
church-fellowfhip amongft them: I rejoiced
in fpirit, making melody in my heart to the
God of all my mercies. Now my whole with
was to be diffolved, and to be with Chrift
—but, alas! I muft wait mine appointed
time. :

MISCELLANZOUS
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MISCELLANEOUS VERSES,
: OR, '

RefleQions on the State of my Mind during
my firft Convittions, of the Neceflity of
believing the Truth, and experiencing the
ineftimable Benefits of Chriftianity,

Wrrr may I fay my life has been
‘One {cene of forrow and of pain;
From early days I griefs have known,
And as 1 grew my griefs have grown:

Dangers were always in my path;

And fear of wrath, and fometimes death;.
‘While pale deje@ion in me reign’d

T often wept, by grief conftrain‘d.

When taken frem my native land,
By an unjuft and cruel band,

How did uncommon dread prevail!
- My fighs no more I could congeal.

'To eafe my mind I often ftrove,
And tried my trouble to remove:

" Ifung, and utter’d fighs between—
Afay’d to Rifle guilt with fia,

But
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But O! not all that I could do

Would ftop the current of my woe ;
Conviction ftill my vilenefs thew'd;
How great my guilt—how loft to good!

¢ Prevented, that I could not die,
¢ Nor could to one fure refuge fly ;
¢ An orphan ftate I had to mourn,—~
¢ Forfook by all, and left forlorn.’

Thofe who beheld my downcaft mien,
Could not guefs at my woes mnfeen:
‘They by appearance could not know
The troubles that I waded through.

Luft, anger, blafphemy, and pride,

With legions of uch ills befide,

¢ Troubled my thoughts,’ while doubts and fears
Clouded and darken’d moft my years.

¢ Sighs now no more would be confin’d—
< They breath’d the trouble-of my mind:’
1 wifh'd for death, but check’d the word,

And often pray'd unto the Lord.

Unhappy, more than fome on earth, .
1 thought the place that gave me birth— .
‘Strange thoughts opprefs’d—while I replied,

# Why not in Ethiopia died ?” "

And why thus fpar’d when nigh to hell ==
-God only knew~I could not tell! .
< A towt’ring fence, abowing wall, '
¢ 1 thought myfelf ere fince the fall.’ © . !

-0
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Oft times I mus'd, and nigh defpair,
While birds melodious fill'd the air:
¢ Thrice happy fongfters, ever free,’
How bleft were they, compar’d to met

‘Thaus all things added to my pain,
While grief compell’d me to complaia ;
Whea fable clouds began to rife

My mind grew darker than the fkies,

The Englith nation call’d to leave,

How did my breaft with forrows heave!

1 long'd for reft—cried ‘¢ Help me, Lord!
¢ Some mitigation, Lord, afford!”_

Yeton, dejetted, ftill I went—
Heart-throbbing woes within me pent;
Nor land, norfea, could comfort give,
Nor aught my anxious mind relieye,

Weary with troubles yet unknown
To all but God and felf alone,
Numerous months for peace I frove,
Nuomerous foes I had to prove.

Inur'd to dangers, griefs, and woes,
Train’d up *midft perils, death, and foes,
I faid, * Mutt it thus ever be?

¢ No quict is permitted me.” -

Mard hap, and more than heavy lot!

1 pray’d to God, ¢ Forget me not=—
o W{at thou ordain’ft help me to bear;
& Buat, Q! deliver from defpair!”

Strivings

|
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Strivings a6d' wrefliiig feern'd ih vainy
Nothing I did ¢ounld eafe my paig : -
Then gave'l up my work' and will, -
Confefs'd and own’d nty doom was hell !

Like fome poor pris'ier at'the bar, - ‘
Confcious of guilt, of fin ‘and fear, = **

Arraign’d; ‘and felf-condemn’d, I floodae’

¢ Lott in the world 4nd'in my blood "

Yet here, 'midft blscke clouds confin'd,
A beam from Chrift, the day #tar fhin'd ;
‘Surely, thoughtI, if Jefus pleafe, -

He can at once fign my releafe.

I, ignorant of his righteoafnefs,

Set up my labours in its place;

¢ Forgot for why his blood was fhed,
¢ And pray'd and fafted in its fiead.’

He dy’d for finners—I am one !
Might not his blood for me atone ?
Tho’ I am nothing elfe but fin,
Yet furely he can make me clean!

Thus light came in, and I believ'd ;
Myfelf forgot, and help receiv’d !

My Saviour then I know I found,

For, cas’d from guilt no more I groan'd,

O, happy hour, in which I ceas’d
mourn, for then I found a reft!
My foul and Chrift were now as oncas

Thy light, O Jefus, in me fhone!

02 -

Blefv'd
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Blefs'd be thy name, for now I know ;
1 and’' my works can nathing do;. - -
¢ The Lord alone can ranfom man— .. .. .-
¢ For this the fpotlefs Lamb was flain!”
When facrifices, works, and pray’s, .
Prov'd vain, and ineffe@ual were, * . .,
¢ Lo, then I come!™ the Saviour.cry’d, . -
And bleeding, bow’d his head and dy’d!’ : »
He dy’d for all who everfaw - - -~ - .
- No help in them, nor by the law :—
1 this havefeen; and gladly.own-
« Salvation is by Chrift alone ®!1” .

* AQsiv, 320 .

CHAP.
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CHAP XL

The author embarks on board & fbip bound for

Cadix — Is near being fhipwrecked — Goes to '

" Malaga—Remarkable fine cathedral there —
The author difputes with a popifh priefi—
Picks up eleven miferable men at fea in re-
turning to England — Engages again with
Doctor Irving to -accompany him to Famaica
and the Mufquito Shore — Meets with an In-
“dian prince on board—The author attempts to
infirud? bim in the truths of the Gofpel—Fruj-
trated by the bad example of fome in the [hip—
They arrive om the Mufquito Shore with fome

- flaves they purchafed at ‘Jamaica, and begin to
cultivate a plantation— Some account of the
manners and cuftoms of the Mufquito Indians—
Succefsful device of the author’s to quell a riot
among - them—Curious entertainment given by
thém to Docior Irving and the author, who
leaves the fhore and gaes for Famaica—Is bar-

- baroufly treated by a man with whom he engaged
Jor kis paffage—Efcapes and goes to the Muf-
quito admiral, who treats bim kindly— He gets

‘ - 03 another
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another veffel and goes on board—Infiances of
bad treatmens— Meets Doctor Irving—Gets ta
Famaica—1Is cheated by his captain— Leaves
the Doclor and fasls for England.

WHEN our fhip was got ready for fea again,

I was entreated by the captain to go in her
once more; but, as [ felt-myfelf now as happy
as [ could wifh to be in this life, I for fome
time refufed; however, the advice of my
friends at laft prevailed; and, in full refigna-
tion to the will-of God, I again embarked for
+ Cadiz in March 1775. We had a very good
paflage, without any material accident, uatil
we arrived off the Bay of Cadiz; when one
Sunday, juft as we were going into -the' har-
bour, the fhip ftruck againft a rock and knock-
ed off a garboard plank, which is the pext to
the keel. In an inftant all hands were in the
greateft confufion, and began with loud cries
ta call on God to have mercy on them. Al-
though I could not fwim, and faw no way of
efcaping death, I felt no dread. in my then
fituation, having no defire to live. I eyen re-
joiced in fpirit, thinking this death would be
fudden glory. - But the fulnefs of time was: not
yetcome. The people near to me were much
aflonifhed in feeing me thus calm and refign-
ed but I told them of the peace of God,
: which
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which through fovereign grace I enjoyed,
and thefe words were that inftant in my
mind:
s Chriftis my pilot wife, my compafs is his word ; )
¢ My foul each form defies,. while I have fuch a Lord. °
¢ ] trufk his faithfulnefs and power, :

_ ¢.To fave mein the trying hour. ‘
¢ Though rocks and quickfands deep through all my

: « paffage lie, A ‘
¢¢ Yet Chrift fhall fafely keep and guide me with his

€6 eye.. . »
“ Hdvyv can I fink with fuch-a prop,. _
« That bears the world and all things up?”

At this time there were many large Spanifh
flukers or paflage-vefiels full of people crofling
the channel; who feeing our condition, 2
pumber of them came along fide of us. As
many hands as could be employed began 16
work ; fome at our three pumps, and the reit
unloading the fhip as faft as poffible. There
being only a fingle rock called the Porpus on
which we ftruck, we foon got off it, and.pro.
videntially it was then high water; we there-
fore run the fhip athore at the neareft place to
keep her from finking. After many tides,
with a great deal of care and induftry, we
got her repaired: again. When we had dif-
Eatched our bufinefs at Cadiz, we went to

sibraltar, and from thence to Malaga, a very
pleafant and rich city, where there is one of -
04 the
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the fineft cathedrals I had ever feen. It had
been above fifty years in building, as I heard,
though it was not then quite finithed; great
part of the infide, however, was completed
and highly decorated with the richeft marble
columns and many fuperb paintings; it was
lighted occafionally by an amazing number of
wax tapers of different fizes, fome of which
were as thick as a man’s thigh; thefe, how-
ever, were only ufed on fome of their grand
feftivals, '

-1 was very much fhocked at the cuftom of
‘bull-baiting, and other diverfions which pre-
vailed here on Sunday evenings, to the great
fcandal of Chriftianity and morals, I ufed to
exprefs my abhorrence of it to a prieft whom
1 met with, [ had frequent contefts about re-
ligion with the reverend father, in which he
took great pains to make a profelyte of me to
his church; and I no lefs to convert him to
mine. On thefe occafions I ufed to produce
my Bible, and fhew him in what points his
church erred. He then faid he had been in
England, and that every perfon there read the -
Bible, which was very wrong; but I anfwered
him that Chrift defired us to fearch the Scrip-
tures. In his zedl for my. converfion, he foli-
cited me to go to one of the univerfities in
Spain, and declared that I fhould have my

. education
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education free; and told me, if I got myfelf
made a prieft, I might in time become even
pope 3 and that Pope Benedi¢t was a black
man. As I was ever defirous of learning, I
paufed for fome time upon this temptation ;
and thought by being crafty I might catch
fome with guile; but I -began to- think it
would be only hypocrify in me to embrace his
offer, asI could not in confcience conform to
the opinions of his church. I was therefore
enabled to regard the word of God, which
fays, < Come out from amongft them,” and
refufed Father Vincent’s offer. So we parted
without conviction on either fide.

Having taken at this place fome fine wines,
fruits, and money, we proceeded to Cadiz,
where we took about two tons more of mo-
ney, &c. and then failed for England in the
month of June. When we were about the
north latitude 42, we had contrary wind for
{everal days, and the fhip did not make in
that time above fix or feven miles ftrait courfe,
This made the captain exceedingly fretful and
peevith: and I was very forry to hear God’s
moft holy name often blafphemed by him.
One day, as he was in that impious mood, a
young gentleman on board, who was a paf-
fenger, reproached him, and faid he a&ted
wrong 3 for we ought to be thankful to God

Os; , for
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for all things, as we were not in want of amry’
thing on board; and though the wind was"
contrary for us, yet it was fair for fome others,
who, perhaps, flood in more need of it than
we. | immediately feconded this young gen-
tleman with fome boldnefs, and f{aid we had
not the leaft caufe to murmur, for that the
Lord was better to us then we deferved, and’
that be had done all things well. I expeéted
that the captain would be very angry with me’
for {peaking, but he replicd not a word..
However, before that time on the following’
day, being the 21ft of June, much to our
great joy and aftonithment, we faw the pro~
vidential hand of our-benign ‘Creator, whofe
ways with his blind creatutes are paft finding'
out, The preceding night I dreamed that I
faw a boat immediately off the ftarboard main
throuds; and exa&ly at half paft one o¢lock,
the following day at noon, while I was be-
low, juft as we had dined in the cabin, the
man at the helm cried out, A boat! which
brought my dream that inftant into my mind,
I was the firft man that jumped on the deck;
and looking from the fhrouds onward; accord-
ing to my dream, I defcried a little boat at
- fome diftance : but, as the waves were high,
it was as much as we could do fometirhes to
difcern her; we however ftopped the fhip’s

. - ’ way,
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way, and the boat, which was extremelly'
fmall, came alongfide with eleven miferable
men, whom we took on board immediately.
To all human appearance, thefe people muft
have perifhed in the courfe of one hour or
lefs; the boat being fmall, it barely contained
them. When we took them up they were
half drowned, and had no vituals, compafs,
water, or any other neceflary whatfoever, and
had only one bitof an oar to fteer with, and
that right before the wind ; fo that they. were
obligeg to truft entirely to the mercy. of the.
waves, Asfoon as we got them-all on board, .
they bowed themfelves ontheirknees,and, with
hands and voices lifted.up to heaven; thanked
God for their deliverance ;.and I truft that-my.
prayers were not wanting amongft them at the
fame time; This mercy. of the Lord quite
~ melted me, and 1 recollected his words, which
I faw thus. verified in the 1o7th Pfalm, <O
¢ give thanks: unte the Lord, for he i3
¢ good, for. his mercy endureth for ever.
¢ Hungry and. thirfty, their fouls fainted in
¢ them. They cried unto the Lord in theit
¢ trouble, and he delivered them out of theit
¢ diftreffes. And he led: them forth by thé
¢ right way, that they might go to a.city of
¢ habitation. O that men would praife the
¢ Lord for his goodnefs and for his-wonderful
o 06 ¢ works
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.¢ works to the children of men! For he fa~
¢ tisfieth the longing foul, and filleth the hun~
< -gry foul with goodnefs. ‘
¢ Such as fit in darknefs and in the thadow
¢ of death:
¢ Then they cried unto the Lord in their
trouble, and he faved them out of their dif-
trefles. ‘They that go down to the fea in
thips; that d>; bufinefs in great waters:
thefe fee the works.of the Lord, and his
wonders in the deep. Whofe is wife and
will obferve thefe things, even they fhall
underftand the loving kindnefs of the Lord.”
The poor diftreffed captain faid, <that the
* Lord is good; for, feeing that I am not fit
¢ todte, he therefore gave me a {pace of time
* torepent.” I wasvery glad to hear this ex<
preflion, and took an opportunity when con-
venient of talking to him on the providence
of God. They told us they were Portuguefe,
“and were in a brig loaded with coen, which
thifted that marning at five o’clock, owing to
which the veflel funk that inftant with two of
the crew ; and how thefe eleven got into the
boat (which was lathed to the deck) not one
of them could tell. We provided them with
every neceflary, and brought them all fafe to
London: and I nope the Lord gave them re~ .

PP O O S )
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pentance unto eternal life. .
. : T was
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I was happy once more amongft my friends
and brethren, till November, when my old
friend, the celebrated Doétor lrving, boughs
a remarkable fine floop, about 150tons. He
had a mind for a rew adventure in cultivating
a plantation at Jamaica, and the Mufquito
Shore; afked me to go with him, and faid
that he would truft me with his eftate in pre-
ference to any one. By the advice, there-
fore, of my fricnds, I accepted of the offer,
knowing that the harveft was fully ripe in
thofe parts, and hoped to be an inftrument,
under God, of bringing fome poor finner to
my well-beloved mafter, Jefus Chrift. Be-
fore I embarked, I found with the Do&or
four Mufquito Indians, who were chiefs in
their own country, and were brought here by
fome Englith traders 'for fome {elfith ends.
One of them was the Mufquito king’s fon, a
youth of about eighteen years of age; and
whilft he was here he was baptized by the

name of George. They, were going back at
~ the government’s expenfe, after having been
in England about twelve months, durin
- which they learned to fpeak pretty goog
Englith, WhenI came to talk to them about
© eight days before we failed, I was very much
mortified in finding that they had not fre-
quented any churches fince they were here,
to
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o be baptized, nor was any attention paid'to-
their morals. I was very forry for this mock
Chr.ftianity, and had juft an opportunity to-
take fome of them once to church before we:
failed. We embarked in- the month of No--
vember 1775, on board of the floop Morning:
Star, Captain. David Miller, and: failed for
Jamaica. Inour paflfage, I took all the pains-
that I could to infiruét the Indian prince in.
the doétrines of Chriftianity, of which he was
entirely ignorant; and, to my great joy, he
was quite attentive, and received with glad-
nefs the truths that the Lord enabled me to-
fet forth to him.. I taught him in the com-
pafs of eleven days all the letters, and he
could put even two or three of them together
and fpell them. I had Fox’s Martyrology
with cuts, and he ufed to be very fond. of look~
ing into it, and: would afk many queftions.
about the papal cruelties he faw depicted.
there,. whicﬁ I exzplained to him. I made
fuch progrefs with this youth, efpecially in.
religion, that when I ufed to go to bed at dif=
ferent hours of the night, if he was in- his:
bed, he would get up on purpofe to go to:
prayer with me, without any other clothes.
than his fhirt; and before he would: eat any
of his meals amongft the gentlemen in the
cabin, he would firlt come to me to pray, as

' he

\
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hecalled it. I was well pleafed at: this, andt
ook great delight in him, and-ufed much fup-.
plication to God for bis converfion, I wasin.
full hope of feeing daily every. appearance of:
that change which I could wifh ;. ngt know-.
ing the devices of fatan, who had. many of.
his emiffaries to fow his tares as-faft 3s [ fowed.
the good feed, and pull ‘down as faft as I
built up. Thus we went on nearly four fifths. -
of our paflage, when {atan at laft got the up-—
per hand. - Some of his. meflengers, . feeing.
this poor heathen much advanced .in piety,,
began to afk :him whether I had converted:
him to Chriftiadity, laughed and made their
jeft at him, for which I sebuked them as much.
as I could; but this treatment .caufed the
prince to halt between two. opinions. Some.
of the true fons of Belial, who did not be
lieve ‘that there was any hereafter, -told him
never to fear the devil, for there was nong
exifting ; and if ever he came to the prince,
they defired he might be fent to them. Thus.
they teazed the poor innocent youth, fo thag
he would not learn his book any more! He
would not drink nor caroufe with thefe un~
godly a&tors, nor would he be with me, even
at prayers. ‘This grieved me very much. I
endeavoured to perfuade him as well as I
could, but he would not come ; and entreated
: him
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him very much to tell me his reafons for a&t-
ing thus. At laft heatked me, ¢ How comes
¢ it that all the white men on board who can
¢. read and write, and obferve the fun, and
¢ know all things, yet fwear, lie, and get
¢ drunk, only excepting yourfeif ?’ I anfwer-
ed him, the reafon was, that they did not
fear God ; and that if any one of them died
{o they could not goto, or be happy with,
God. He replied, that if a certain perfon
went to hell he would go to hell too. I was -
forry to hear this ; and, as he fometimes had
- the tooth-ach, and alfo fome other perfons in
the fhip at the fame time, I afked him if
their tooth-ach made his eafy : he faid, No.
Then I told him if he and thefe people went
to hell together, their pains would not make
his any lighter. Thisanfwer had great weight
with him: it deprefled his fpirits much; and
he became ever - after, during the paflage,.
fond of being alone. . When we were in the
latitide of Martinico, and near making the.
land, one morning we had -a brifk gale of
wind, and, carrying too much fail, the main-
maft went over the fide. Many people were
then all about the deck, and the yards, mafts,
and rigging, came tumbling all about us, yet
there was not one of usin the leaft hurt, al-
though fome were within .a hair’s breadth of

being

~
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being killed: and, particularly, I faw two.
men who, by the providential hand of God,
~were moft miracuoufly preferved from being
fmafhed to pieces. On the fifth of January
we made Antigua and Montferrat, and ran
along the reft of the iflands: and on the four-
teenth we arrived at Jamaica, One Sunday
while we were there 1 took the Mufquito
Prince George to church, where he faw the
facrament adminiftered. When we came out
we faw all kinds of people, almoft from the
church door for the fpace of half a mile down
to the water-fide, buying and felling all kinds
of commodities : and thefe acts afforded me
great matter of exhortation to this youth, who
was much aftonithed. Our veflel being ready
to fail for the Mufquito fhore, I went with
the Doltor on board a Guinea-man, to pur-
chafe fome flaves to carry with us, and culti-
vate a plantation; and I chofe them all my
own countrymen. On the twelfth of Febru-
ary we failed from Jamaica, and on the eigh-
teenth arrived at the Mufquito fhore, ata
place called Dupeupy. All our Indian guefts
now, after I had admonithed them, and a few
cafes of liquor given them by the Doétor,
took an affe@ionate leave of us, and went
athore, where they were met by the Muf:
quito king, and we never faw one of them afe
~ terwards. .
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terwards. - We then failed to the fouthward
of the thore, to.a place called Cape Gracias a
Dios, where there was a large lagoon or lake,
which received the emptying of two or three
very fine large rivers, and abounded much in
fith and land 1ertoife. Some of the native In-
dians came on board of us here ; and we ufed
them well, and told them we were come to
dwell amongft them, which they feemed
pleafed at. So the Doflor and I, with fome
others, went with them afhore; and they took
ws to different places to view the land, in or-
det to choofe a place to make a plantation of..
‘We fixed on a fpot néar a river’s bank, in &
rich foil ; and, having got our neceflaries out,
of the floop, we began to clear away the:
waods, and plant different kinds of vegeta<
bles, which had a quick growth. While we:
were employed in this manner, our veflel
went northward to. Black River to trade.
While the was there, a Spanifh guarda cofta
met with and took her. This proved very:
burtful, and a great embarraffiment to us.
However, we went on with the culture of the
_land. We ufed to make fires every night alk
around us, to keep off wild: beafts, which, as
foon as it wasdark, fet up a moft hideous roar-
#ng. Our habitation being far uvp in the
wonds, we frequently faw different kinds of
DU ’ animals 3,
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animals ; but none of them ever hurt us, ez~
cept poifonous fnakes, the bite of which the
Do&or. ufed to° cure by giving to the patient,
as foon as poffible, about half a tumbler of
ftrong rum, with a good deal of Cayenne. pep-
per in it.  In this manner -he cured two na-
tives and one of his owpn flaves. The Indians
“were exceedingly fond of the Dottor, and they
had . good reafon for it; for I helieve they
never had fuch an ufeful man amongft them,
They came from all quarters to our dwelling ;
and fome weolwow or flat-headed Indians,
who lived fifty or fixty miles above our river,
and this, fide of the South Sea, brought us a
good deal of filver in exchange for our goods,
The principal articles we could get from our.
neighbouring  Indians, were tortle oil, and
thells, little filk, grafs, and fome provifionsy
but they would net work at any thing for us,
except fithing ; and a few times they affifted
to cut fome trees down, in order to build us
houfes ; which they did exa&ily like the Afri-
‘tans, by the joint labour of men, women, and
children, I do not recollect any of them to.
have had more than twa wives. Thefe al~
ways accompanied their hufbands when they
- came to our dwelling, -and then, they gene-
rally carried whatever they brought to us, and;
always fquaited down. behind their bufbands,, -
i Wheneer
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Whenever we gave them ~a1}‘y thing to eat,
the men and their wives eat {eparate. I ne-
ver faw the leaft fign of incontinence amongft
them. - The women are ornamented with
beads, and fond of painting themfelves; the
men alfo paint, even to excefs, both their
faces and fhirts : their favourite colour is red.
The women generally cultivate the ground,
. and the men are all fifhermen-and canoe mak-
“ers. Upon the whole, I never met any na-
tion that were fo-fimple in their manners as
thefe people, or had folittle ornamentin their
houfes. Neither had they, ‘as 1 ever could
learn, one word ‘expreflive of an-oath, The
worft word 1-ever heard amongft them when
they were quarrelling, was one that they had
got-from the Englith, which was ¢ you rafcal.”
I never faw any mode of worfhip among
them ; but in this they were:not worfe than
their European brethren or neighbours, for F
am forry to fay that there was not one white
perfon in our dwelling, nor any where ‘elfe,
that I {aw, in different places I was at on the
fhore, that' was better or more -pious than:
thofe unenlightened Indians ; but they either
worked or flept on Sundays: and, to my fors
row, workingiwas too much Sunday’s employ-
ment with ourfelves; fo much o, that in fome
leagth of time we really did not know. gne
- ER \ a.y
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day from another. This mode of living laid
the foundation of my decamping at.laft. The
natives are well made and warlike ; and they
particularly boaft of having never been con-
quered by the Spaniards. They are great
drinkers of ftrong liquors when they can get
them, We ufed to diftil rum from pine-ap-
ples, which were very plentiful here; and
then we could not get them away from our
place. - Yet they feemed to be fingular, in
point of honefty, above any other nation I
was ever amongft. The country being hot,
we lived under an open fhed, where we bad
all kinds of goods, without a'door or a lock
to any one- artiele; yet we flept in fafety,
and never loft any thing, or were difturbed,
This furprifed us a good deal; and the Doc-
tor, myfelf, and othess, ufed to fay if we were
to lie in that manner in Europe we fhould
have our throats cut the firft night, The In-
dian governor goes once in a certain time all
abaut the province or diftrict, and has a num-
ber of men with him as attendaats and affift-
ants. He fettles all the differences among the

loy.,

_people, like the judge here, and is treated

‘with very great refpect. He took care to
give us timely notice before he came to our
‘habitation, by fending his ftick asa token, for
rum, fugar, and gunpowder, which we did

: not
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tot refufe fending; and at-the fime time we
made- the- utmoft preparstions to -receive his
honour' and his: train. When he came with
his tribe, and all our neighbouring chieftians,
we - expelted to find him a grave reverend
judge, folid dnd fagacious; but, inftead of
that, before he and his gang came {in fight,
we' heard them very clamorous; and they
even had plundered fome of our good neigh-
bouring Indians, having . intoxicated them-
~ delves with our liquor. When they arrived
we did net know what to make of our new
guefts, and would gladly have difpenfed with
the honour of their company.- However, hav-
ing no alternative, we feafted them plenti-
fully all the day till the evening; when the
governor, getting quite drunk, grew very
unruly, and ftruck one of our moft friendly
chiefs, who was our neareft neighbour, and
alfo- took -his gold-faced hat from him. At
this a great commotion took place; and the
Podor interfered to make peace, as we could
all underftand one ‘another, but to no pur--
pofe ; and at laft they became fo outrageous
~ that the Do&or, fearing he mifht' get into

trouble, left- the houfe, ‘and made the beft of
his way to the neareft wood, leaving me to do
as well as Feéuld among them. I was {o en-
raged with the Goveraor, that I could have
: ' wifhed
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wifhed to have feen himtied faft to a tree and
flogged for his behaviour ; but I had not peo~
ple enough to cope with his party. I there~
fore thought of a firatagem to appeafe the
riot. Recolleéting a paffage 1 had read in the
life of Columbus, when he was amongft the In-
dians in Mexico or Peru, where, on fome oc~
cafion, he frightened them, by telling them
of certain events in the heavens, I had re-
courfe to the fame expedient; and it fuce
ceeded beyond my moft fanguine expefta=-
tions. When I had formed my determina-
tion, I went in the midft of them; and, tak-
ing hold of the Governor, I pointed up to the
heavens. I menaced him and the reft: Itcld
them God lived there, and that he wasangry
with them, and they muft not quarrel fo; that
they were all brothers, and if they did not
leave off, and go away quietly, I would take
the book (pointing to the Bible) read, and #ef
©od to make them dead., This operated on
them like magic.—The clamour immediately
ceafed, and I gave them fome rum and a few
other things; after which they went. away
peaceably ; and the Governor afterwards gave
our neighbour, who was called Captain Plaf~
myah, his hat again. When the Dottor re.
turned, he was exceedingly glad at my fuccefs
in thus getst'mg rid of ous troublefome guefts;

' The
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‘The Mufquito people within our vicinity, out
of refpet to the Do&or, myfelf, and his peo-
ple, made entertainments of the grand kind,
called in their tongue fourrie or dryckbot. The
Englith of this expreflion is, a feaft of drink-
ing about, of which it feems a corruption of
language. The ‘drink confifted of pine-ap-
ples roafted, and cafades chewed or beaten in
Jortars; which, after lying fome time, fer-
ments, and becomes fo ftrong as to intoxicate,
when drank in any quantity. We had timely
notice given to us of the entertainment. - A
white family, within five miles of us, told us
how the drink was made; I and two others
went before the time to the village, where
the mirth was appointed to be held, and there
we faw the whole art of making the drink,
and alo the kind of animals that were to be
caten there. - I cannot fay the fight of either
the drink or the meat were enticing to me.
They had fome thoufands of pine-apples
roafting, which they fqueezed, dirt and all,
intoa canoe they had there for .the purpofe.
The cafade drink was in beef barrels, and
other veflels, and looked exadly-like hog-
wath. Men, women, and children, were thus
employed in roafting the pine-apples, and
fqueezing them with their hands. For food

they had many land~torpins or tortoifes, fome -

dried
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dried turtle, and three large alligators alive,
and tied faft to the trees. I afked the people
what they were going to do with thefe alli-
gators ; and I was told they were to be eaten.
I was much furprifed at this, and went home,
not a litcle difgufted at the preparations.
When the day of the feaft was come, we took
fome rum with us, and went to the appointed
place, where we found a great affemblage of
thefe people, who received us very kindly.
The mirth had begun before we came ; and
they were dancing with mufic: and the mufi-
cal inftruments were nearly the fame as thofe
of any other fable people; but, as I thought,
much lefs melodious than any other nation I
ever knew. They had many curious geftures
in dancing, and a variety of motions and pof-
tures of their bodies, which to me were in no
wife attradting, The males danced by them-
felves, and the females alfo by themfelves,
as with us. 'The Doctor fhewed his people
the example, by immediately joining the wo-
men’s party, though not by their choice. On
perceiving the women difgufted, he joined
the males. At night there were great illy~
minations, by fetting fire to many pine trees,
while the dryckbot went round merrily by
calabathes or gourds: but the liquor might
_more juftly be called eating than drinking.
' P - One
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One Owden, the oldeft father in the vicinity,
was drefled in a ftrange and terrifying’ form.
Around his body were fkins adorned with dif-
ferent kinds of feathers, and he had on his
head a very large and high head-piece, in the
form of a grenadier’s cap, with prickles-like a
porcupine: and he made a certain noife which
refembled the cry-of an alligator. Our people
fkipped amongft-them out of complaifance,
though fome could not drink of their tourrie;
but our rum met with cuftomers enough, and
wasfoon gone. The alligators were killed, and
fome of them roafted. Their manner of roaft-
ing is by digging a hole in the earth, and fill-
iag it with wood, which they burn to coal,
and then they lay ﬂicks'acro{}s:, on which they
lay the meat. 1 had a raw piece of the alli-
gator in my hand: it was very rich: I thought
1t‘looked hke freth falmon, and it had 2 moft
fragrant fmell, butI could not" eat any of it.
This merry-making at laft ended without the
leaft difcord-in any perfon in the company,
although it was made up of different nations
* and complexions. -
* The rainy feafon’ came on here about the
latter end of May, which continued till Auguft -
very heavily; g that the rivers were over-
flowed, and our provifions then in the ground
were wathed -away. I thought this wz}s in
ome
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fome meafure a judgment upon us for working

on Sundays, and it hurt my mind very much.

1 oftem-withed to leave this place and fail for
Europe; for our mode of procedure and living
in this heathenifh form was very irkfome to me,
The word of God faith, ¢ What does it avail
¢ a man if he gain the whole world and lofe
¢ his own foul?” This was much and heavily
imprefled on my mind; and though I did not
know how to fpeak to the Dottor for my dif-
charge, it was difagreeable for me to ftay an
longer. 'But about the middle of June I too
courage enough to afk him for it. He was
very unwilling at firft to grant me my requeft;
but I gave him fo many reafons for i, that at
laft he confented to my going, and gave me
the following certificate of my behaviour ;

¢ The bearer, Guftavus Vaffa} has ferved me
" ¢ feveral years with ftrit. honefty, fobriety,
¢ and fidelity. Ican, therefore, ‘with juftice
¢ recommend him for thefe qualifications; and
¢ indeed in every refpect I confider him as
¢ an excellent fervant. I do hereby certify
¢ that he always behaved well, and that he s

- ¢ perfe@ly truft-worthy. :
, ¢ CHarLES IrvING.

. Mufyuito Shore, Yune 15, 1776,
P2 Though
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Though I was much attached to the Do&or,
I was happy when he confented. 1 got every
thing ready for my departure, and hired fome
Indians, with a large canoe, to carry me off.
All my poor countrymen, the flaves, when
they heard of my leaving them, were very
forry, as I had always treated them with care
_ and affection, and did every thing 1 could to
comfort the poor creatures, and render their
condition eafy. Having taken leave of my
old friends and companions, on the 18th of
June, accompanied by the Do&or, I left that
{pot of the world, and went fouthward above
twenty miles along the river. There I found
a floop, the captain of which told me he .was
- going to Jamaica. Having agreed for my
paflfage with Lim and one of the owners, who
was alfo on board, named Hughes, the
Doéor and I parted, not without fhedding
tears on both fides. The veflel then failed
along the river till night, when fhe ftopped in
a lagoon within the {ame river. During the
night a fchooner belonging to the fame owners
came in, and, as fhe was in want of hands,
Hughes, the owner of the floop, atked me to
.go in the fchooner as a failor, and faid he
would give me wages. I thanked him; but I,
faid I wanted to go to Jamaica, He then
immediately changed his tone, and fwore, and

abufed
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abufed me very much, and atked how I came
‘to be freed. I told him, and faid that I came
into that vicinity with Dr. Irving; whom he
had feen that day. This account was of no
ufe ; he flill {wore exceedingly at me, and
curfed the mafter for a fool that fold me my
freedom, and the doctor for another in letting
me go from him. Then he defired me to go
- in the fchooner, or elfe 1 fhould not go out of

the floop as a free-man. Ifaid this was very
hard, and begged to be put on fhore again;.
but he fwore that I fhould not. I faid I had
been twice amongft the Turks, yet had never,
feen any fuch ufage with them, and much lefs.
could ly have expeéted any thing of this kind.
among the Chriftians. This incenfed him ex~
ceedingly; and, with a volley of oaths and.
imprecations, he replied, ¢ Chriftians! damn,
¢ you, you are one of St. Paul’s men; but by
¢ G—, except you have St. Paul’s or St. Peter’s
¢ faith, and walk upon the water to the fhore,
¢ you fhall not go out of the veffel;”> which
I now learnt was going amongft the Spani-
ards towards Carthagena, where he {wore
he would fell me. I timply afked him what
right he had to fell me? but, without
another word, he made fome of his people
tie ropes round each of my ancles, and alfo
to each wrift, and another rope round my

P ] body,
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body, and hoifted me up without letting my
feer touch or reft upon any thing. ‘LThusI
hung, without any crime committed, 'and
without judge or jury, merely becaufe 1 was a
free-man, and could not by the law get any
redrefs from a white perfon in thofe parts of
the world. I was in great pain from my fitu-
ation, and cried and begged very hard for
fome mercy, butall in vain. My tyrantina
rage brought a mufket out of the cabin, and
loaded it before me and the crew, and {wore
that he would fhoot me if I cried any more.
1 had now no alternative; I therefore remain-
cd filent, feeing not ene white man on board
who faid a word in my behalf. I hungin
that manner from between ten and eleven
o’clock at night till about one in the morning;
‘when, finding my cruel abufer faft afleep, I
begged fome of his flaves to flacken the rope
that was round my body, that my feet might
seft on fomething. This they did at the rifk
of being cruelly ufed by their mafter, who
beat fome of them feverely at firft for not
_ tying me when he command};d them., Whiht
I remained in this condition, till between five
and fix o’cluck next morning, I truft I prayed-
to God to forgive this blafphemer, who cared
not what he did, but when he got up out of

his fleep in the morning was of the very fame
- temper
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temper and difpofition as when he left me at
night. When they got up the anchor, and
the veflel was getting under way, I once more
cried and begged to be releafed; and now,
being fortunately in the way of their hoifting
the (ails, they releafed me. When I was Jet
down, I{poke to one Mr. Cox, a carpenter,
whom I kncw on board, on the impropriety
of this condué&t. He alfo knew the doétor,
and the good opinion he ever had of me. This
man then went to the captain, and told him
not to carry me away in that manner; that [
was the doétor’s fteward, who regarded me
very highly, and would refent this ufage when
he thould come to knowit, On which he de-
fired a young man to put me afhorg ip a fmall
canoe I brought with me. This found gladden-
ed my heart, and I got haftily into the canoe
and fet off, whilft my tyrant was down in the
cabin ; but he foon {pied me out, when I was
not above thirty or forty yards from the veffel,
and running upon the deck with a loaded
mufket in his hand, he prefented it at me, and
fwore heavily and dreadfully, that he would
thoot me that inftant, if I did not come back

“on board. As I knew the wretch would have
done as he faid, without hefitation, I put back
to the veffel again; but, as the good Lord
would have it, juft as [ was alongfide he was

P4 abufing
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abufing the captain for letting nie go from the
veflel ; which the captain returned, and both
of them foon got into a very great heat. The
young man that was with me now got out of
the canoe; the veflel was failing on faft with
a fmooth fea : and I then thought it was neck
or nothing, fo at that inftant I fet off again,
for my life, in the cance, towards the fhore ;
and fortunately the confufion was fo great -
amongft them on board, that I got out
of the reach of the mufket fhot unnoticed,
while the veflel failed on with a fair wind a
different way; fo that they could not overtake
me without tacking: but even before that
could be done I thould have been on fhore,
which I foon reached, with many thanks to

God for this unexpeéted deliverance. I then ~
went and told the other owner, who lived near
the fhore (with whom I had agreed for my
paffage), of the ufhge I had met with. He
was very much aftonithed, and appeared-very
forry for it. After treating me with kindnefs,
ke gave me fome refrefhment, and three heads
of roafted Indian corn, for a voyage of about
eighteen miles fouth, to look for another veflel.
He then dire&ted me to an Indian chief of a
diitri&, who was alto the Mufquito admiral,
and had once been at our dwelling; after

which I fet off with the canoe acrofs a large
: ' lagoon

»
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lagoon alone (for I could not get any one ta
aflift me), though I was much jaded, and had
pains in my bowels, by means of the rope I
had hung by the night before. I was there-
fore at different times unable to manage the
canoe, for the paddling was very laborious,
However, a little before dark, I got to my def-
tined place, where fome of the Indians knew:
me, and received me Kkindly. I afked for
the admiral ; and. they conduéted me. to his-
dwelling. He was glad to fee me,.and re-
frethed me with fuch things as the place af--
forded ; and I had a hammock “to fleep in..
They acted towards me more like Chriftians-
than thofe whites I was amongft the laft night,
though they had been:. baptifed. 1 told the:
admiral [ wanted to go to the next port to get
a veflel to carry me to Jamaica; and requeft--
ed him to fend the canoc back which I then
had, for which I was to pay him. He agreed.
with me, and fent. five able Indians with a
large canoe to carry my things to my intend=
ed place, about fifty miles; and we fctoff the
next morning. When we got out of the la-
goon . and went along fhore, the fea was fo
high that the canoe was oftentimes very near
being filled with water, We were obliged to.
go athore and drag her acrols different necks
of land; we were alfo two nights in the

' - B s {fwamps,



[ 322 ]

fwamps, which fwarmed with mufquito flies,
and they proved troublefome to us. This
tirefome journey of land and water ended,
however, on the third day, to my great joy}
and I got on board of a floop command-
ed by one Captain Jenning. She was then
partly loaded, and he told me he was expet-
ing daily to fail for Jamaica; and having
agreed with me to work my paflage, I went
to work accordingly. 1 was not many days
on board before we failed ; but, to my forrow
and difappointment, though ufed to fuch
tricks, we went to the fouthward along the
. Mufquito fhore, inftead of fteering for Ja-
maica. I was compelled to aflift in cutting a
great deal of mahogany wood on the fhore as
we coafted along it, and load the veflel with
it, before fhe failed. This fretted me much
but, as I did not know how to help myfelf
among thefe deceivers, I thought patience
was the only remedy I had left, and even that
was forced. There was much hard work and
little viGtuals on board, except by good luck
we happened to catch turtles, ‘On this coaft
there was alfo a particular kind of fith called
manatee, which is moft excellent eating, and
the fiefh is more like beef than fith ; the fcales .
are as large as a fhilling, and the fkin thicker -
than levcréfaw that of any other fith, Within

' the
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the brackifh waters along fhore there were
likewife vaft numbers of alligators, which
made the fith fcarce.. I was on board this
floop fixteen days, during which, in our coaft-
ing, we came to another place, where there
was a fmaller floop called the Indian Queen,
commanded by one John Baker. He alfo
was an Englithman, and had been a long time
along the fhore trading for turtle fthelis and
filver, and had gota good quantity of each
on board. He wanted fome hands very
much ; and, underftanding I was a frce-man,
and wanted to go to Jamaica; he told me if
he could get one or two, that he would fail
immediately for that ifland : he alfo pretend-
ed to fhew me fome marks of attention and
refpe&t, and promifed to give me forty-five
fhillings fterling a month if I would go with
him, [ thought this much better than cutting
wood for nothing. I therefore told the other
captain that I 'wanted to go to Jamaica in the
other veflel; but he would not liften to me;
and, feeing me refolved to go in a day or
two, he got the veflel under fail, intending to
carry me away againft my will. This treat-
ment mortified me extremely. I immedi- .
ately, according to an agreement I had made
with the captain of the Indian Queen, called
for her boat, which was lying ncar us, and it

P o came
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came along-fide; and, by the means of 2
north-pole thipmate which 1 met with in the
floop 1 was in, I got my things into the boat,
and wenton board of the Indian Queen, July
the 1oth, A few days after I was there, we
got all things ready and failed: but again, to
my great mortification, this veffel flill went
to the fouth, nearly as far as Carthagena,
trading along the coaft, inftead of going to
Jamaica, as the captain bad promifed me:
and, what was worft of all, he was a very
cruel and bloody-minded man, and was a
horrid blafpheimer. Among others, he had a
white pilot, one Stoker, whom he beat often
as feverely as he did fome negroes he had on
board. One night in particular, after he had
beaten this man moft cruelly, he put him into
the boat, and made two negroes row him to a
defolate key, or fmall ifland ; and he loaded
two piftols, and fwore bitterly that he would
fhoot the. negroes if they brought Stoker on
board again. There was not the leaft doubt
but that he would do as he faid, and the two
poor fellows were obliged to obey the cruel
.mandate; but, when the captain was afleep,
the two negroes took a blanket and carried it
to the unfortunate Stoker, which I believe
was the means of faving his life from the an-
noyance of jnfets, A great deal of entreaty
8 :

was
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was ufed with the captain the next day, be-
fore he would confent to let Stoker come on:
board ; and when the poor man was brought
on board he was very ill, from his fituation
during the night, and he remained fo till he
was drowned a little time after.  As we failed
fouthward we came to many uninhabited:
iflands, which were overgrown with fine large
cocoa nut trees. AsI was very much in want of
provifions, I brought a boat load of the nuts on/
board, which lafted me and others for feveral:
weeks, and afforded us many a delicious ye-
pattin our fcarcity. One day, before this, I
could not help obferving the providential.
hand of God, that ever fupplies all our warits,
though in the ways and manner we know
not. I had been a whole day without food,
and made fignals for boats to come off, but in
vain. I therefore earneftly prayed to God
for relief in my need; and at the clofe of the
evening I went off the deck. Juft as I laid
down I heard a noife on the deck; and, not
knowing what it meant, I went directly on
the deck again, when what fhould I fee buta -
fine large fith about feven or eight pounds,
which had jumped aboard! 1took it, and ad-
mired, with thanks, the good hand of God ;
and, what I confidered as not lefs extraordi-
nary, the captain, who was very avaﬂdoclll?c,l
L
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did not attempt to take it from me, there be-
ing only him and I on board; for the reft
were all gone afhore trading. Sometimes the
people did not come off for fome days: this
ufed to frer the captain, and then he would
vent his fury on me by beating me, or mak-
ing me feel in other cruel ways. One day
efpecially, in his wild, wicked, and mad ca-
reer, after firiking me feveral times with dif-
ferent things, and once acrofs my mouth, even
with a red burning flick out of the fire,
he got a barrel of gunpowder on the deck,”
and {wore that he would blow up the veflel,
I was then at my wit’s end, and earneftl

prayed to God to direé&t me. The head was
out of the barrel; and the captain took a
lighted flick out of the fire to blow himfelf
and me up, becaufe there was a veflel then in
fight coming in, which he fuppofed was a
Spaniard, and he was afraid of falling into
their hands, Seeing this I got an axe, unho-
ticed by him, and placed myfelf between him
and the powder, having refolved in my{elf, as
- foon as he attempted to put the fire in the
barrel, to chop him down that inftant. I was
more than an hour in this fituation; durin

which -he firuck me often, flill keeping the
fire in his hand for this wicked purpofe. I
teally thouid have thought myfelf juftifiable
: in
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in any other part of the world if I had killed
him, and prayed to God, who gave me a
mind which reited folely on himfelf. I prayed
for refignation, that his will might be done :
and the following two portions of his holy
word, which occurred to my mind, buoyed
up my hope, and kept me from taking the
life of this wicked man, ¢ He hath deter-
¢ mined the times before appointed, and fet
¢ bounds to our habitations,” A&s xvii; 26,
And, ¢ Who is there among you that feareth
¢ the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his fer-
¢ vant, that walketh in darknefs and hath no
¢ light? let him truft in the name of the Lord,
~ ¢ and ftay upon his God,’ Ifaiah L. 10. -And
thus, by -the grace of God, I was enabled to
do. I found him a prefent help in the time
of need, and the captain’s fury began to fub-
fide as the night approached : but I found:

¢ That he who cannot ftem his anger’s tide
"¢ Doth a wild horfe without a bridle ride.”

The next morning we difcovered that the
veflel which had caufed fuch a fury in the
captain was an Englith floop. They foon
came to an anchor where we were, and, to
my ro {mall furprife, I learncd that Dr. Ir-
“ving was on board of her on his way from the
Mufquito fhore to Jamaica. I was for going

immediately
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immediately to fee this old mafter and friend,.
but the captain would not fuffer me to leave:
the veflel. I then informed the Doctor, by
letter, how I was treated, and begged that
he would take me out of the floop: but he
informed me that it was not in his power, as
he was a paflenger himfclf; but he fent me
fome rum and fugar for my own ufe. I now
learned that after I had left the eftate which
I managed for this gentleman on the Muf-
quito fhore, during which the flaves were
well fed and comfortable, a white overfeer
had fupplied my place: this man, through
inhumanity and ill-judged avarice, beat and.
cut the poor flaves moft unmercifully; and
the confequence was, that every one got inta
a large Puriogua canoe, and endeavoured to
efcape ; but, not knowing where to go, or.
how tp manage the canoe, they: were all
drowned ; in confequence of which the Doc--
tor’s plantation was left uncultivated, and he
was now returning to Jamaica to purchafe
more flaves, and ftock it again. -
On the 14th of Oétober, the Indian. Queen
arrived at Kingfton in Jamaica. When we
were unloaded I demanded my wages, which
amounted to eight pounds five fhillings fter-
ling; but Captain Baker refufed to give me
one farthing, although it was the hardeft-
: earned
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earned money I ever worked for in my lifes

I found qut Dr. Irving upon this, and ac-
quainted him of the captain’s knavery. He .
- did all he could to help me to get my money;
and we went to every magiftrate in Kingfton .
(and there were nine), but they all refufed to
do any thing for me, and faid my oath could
not be admitted againft a white man. Nox
was this all; for Baker threatened that he
would beat me feverely if he could catch me,
for attempting to demand my money; and
this he would have done; but that I got, by
means of Dr. Irving, under the protetion of
Capt. Douglas, of the Squirrel man of war.
I thought this exceeding hard ufage; though
indeed I found it to be too much the practice
there to pay free negro men for their labous
in this manner.

One day I went with a free negra taylor,
named Joe Diamond, to one Mr. Cochran,
who was indebted to him fome trifling fum;
and the man, not being able to get his mo-
ney, began to murmur. The other imme-.
diately took a horfe-whip to pay him with it;
but, by the help of a good pair of heels, the.
taylor got off. Such oppreffions as thefe
made me feek for a veflel to get off the ifland
as faft as I could: and, by the mercy of God,
1 found a fhip in November boynd for.*lEng-

and,
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land, when I embarked with a convoy, after
having raken a laft farewell of Doltor Irving.
When [ left Jamaica he was employed in re-
fining fugars ; and fome months after my ar-
rival in England I learned, with much fur-
row, that this my amiable friend was dead,
owing to his having eaten fome poifoned fith.

We had many heavy gales of wind in cur
paffage ; in the courfe of which no material
accident occurred, except that an American
privateer, falling in with the fleet, was cap-
tured and fet fire to by his Majefty’s thip the
Squirrel.

On January the feventh, 1777, we arrived
at Plymouth. I was happy once more to tread.
upon Englith ground; and, after pafling fome.
little time at Plymouth and Exeter, among
fome pious friends, whom I was happy to fee,,
I'went to London with a heart replete with.
thanks ta God for paft mercies.

CHAP.
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"CHAP XL

Different tranfactions of the author’s life till the
prefent time— His application to the late Bifbop
of Londen to be appointed a miffionary 0 Afri-
ca—Some account of his fhare in the conduct of
the late expedition to Sierra Leona~Petition
to the Queen— Conclufion.

Sucnh were the various fcenes which I was:
a witnefs to, and the fortune 1 experienced
until the year 1777. Since that period my
life has been more uniform, and the incidents
of it fewer, than in any other equal number
of years preceding; 1 therefore haften to the
conclufion of a -narrative, which I fear the.
" reader may think already fufficiently tedious,
I had fuffered fo many impofitions in my
commercial tranfadtions 1n different parts of
the world, that I became heartily difgufted-
with the feafaring life, and was determined
not to return to it, at leaft for fome time. [
therefore once more engaged in fervice fhortly
after my return, and continued for the moft’
part in this fituation until 1784,
' Soon
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Soon after my arrival in London, I faw a
remarkable circumftance relative to African
complexion, which I thought fo extraordinary
that [ beg leave juft to mention it: A white
negro woman, that I had formerly feen in
London and other parts, had married a white
man, by whom fhe had three boys, and they
were every one mulattoes, and yet they had
fine light hair. In 1779, I ferved Governos
Macnamara, who had been a confiderable
time on the coaft of Africa. In the time of
- my fervice I ufed to afk frequently other fer-.
vants to join me in family prayer; but this
only excited their mockery. However, the
Governor, underftanding that I was of a re~
ligious turn, wifhed to know what religion 1
was of ; I told him [ was a proteftant of the:
church of England, agreeable to the thirty-
nine articles of that church; and that whom-.
foever 1 found to preach according to that
doltrine, thofe I would hear. A few-days:
after this, we had fome more difcourfe on the:
fame fubjeét; when he faid:he would, if I
chofe, as he thought I might be of fervice in.
converting my countrymen to the Gofpel.
faith, get me fent out as miffionary to Afri-.
ca. I at firft refufed going, and told him
how I had been ferved on a like occafion by
fome white people the laft voyage | went to.

S Jamaica,
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Jamaica, when 1 attempted (if it were the
will of God) to be the means of convertin
the Indian prince; and faid I fuppofed they
would ferve me worfe than Alexander the
copper{mith did St. Paul, if I fhould attempt
to go amongft them in Africa. He told me
not to fear, for he would apply to the Bitho
of London to get me ordained. On the{g
terms I confented to the Governor’s propofal
to go to Africa, in hope of doing good, if
poflible, amongft my countrymen; fo, in
order to have me fent out properly, we im-
mediately wrote the following letters to the
late Bithop of London: '

'To the Right Reverend Father in God, RoBERT,
Lord Bifhop ¢f London.

The MEMORIAL of GusTAvws Vassa
SHEWETH,

THAT your memerialift is a na-
- tive of Africa, and has a knowledge of the

manners and cuftoms of the inhabitants of
that country.

That your memorialift has refided in dif-
ferent parts of Europe for twenty-two years
laft paft, and embraced the Chriftian faith in
the year 1759. '

That
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That your memorialift is defirous of retura-
ing to Africa as a miflionary, if encouraged
'by your Lotdthip, in hopes of being able to
_prevail upon his countrymen to become Chrif-
tians; and your memoriahift is the more in-
‘duced to undertake the fame, from the fuc-
.cefs that has attended the like undertakings
.when encouraged by the Portuguefe through
their different fettlements on the coaft of
Africa, and alfo by the Dutch: both govern-
ments encouraged the blacks, who by their
education are qualified to undertake the fame,
and are found more proper than European
clergymen, unacquainted with the language
- and cuftoms of the country.

Your memorialift’s only motive for folicit-
ing the office of a miffionary is, thathe m
- be a means, under God, of reforming his
countrymen and perfuading them to embrace
the Chriftian reltgion. Therefore your me-
morialit humbly prays your Lotdfhip’s en-
_couragement and fupport in the undertaking,
‘ GUSTAVUS VASSA.
At Mr. Gathries, Taylor,
No. 17, Hedge-lane.

My Lorp, _
I uavE refided near feven
years on the coait of Africa, for moft part of

the
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the time as commanding officer. From the
knowledge I have of the country and its in-
habitants, I am inclined to think that thg
within plan will be attended with great fuc-
cefs, if countenanced by your Lordfhip. 1
beg leave further to reprefent to your Lord-
thip, that the like attempts, when encouraged
by other governments, have met with un-
common f{uccefs; and at this very time I
know a very refpeGable character a black
prieft at Cape Coaft Caftle. I know the
within named Guftavus Vaffa, and believe him
a moral good man. .
I haye the honour to be,
My Lord, -
Your Lordfthip’s
humble and obedient fervant, '
MATT. MACNAMARA;
Grove, 11th March, 1779.

This letterswas alfo accompanied by the
following from Do&tor Wallace, who had re-
fided in Africa for many years, and whofe
fentiments on the fubjet of an African mif-
fion were the fame with Governor Macna-
mara’s.

My Lorbp, March 13, 1779.
I have refided near five years on

Senegambia on the coaft of Africa, and have
' had

[ 4
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had the honour of filling very confiderable
employments in that province. I do approve
of the within plan, and think the undertak-
ing very laudable and proper, and that it de.
ferves your Lordthip’s prote&ion and encou-
ragement, in which cafe it muft be attended
with the intended fuccefs.
I am, my Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s
humble and obedient fervant,
THOMAS WALLACE.

With thefe letters, I waited on the Bifhop

by the Governor’s defire, and prefented them
to his Lordthip. He received me with much
condefcenfion and politenefs ; but, from fome
certain fcruples of delicacy, and faying the
Bifhops were not of opinion in fending a new
miffionary to Africa, he declined to ordain
me. .
My fole motive for thus dwelling on this
tranfadtion, or inferting thefe papers, is the
- opinion which gentlem:n of {enfe and educa-
tion, who are acquainted with Atrica, enter-
tain of the probability of converting the in-
habitants of it to the faith of Jefus Chrift,
if the attempt were countenanced by the le-
giflature. )

Shortly after this I left the Governor, and

: ferved

’
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ferved a nobleman in the Dorfetthire militia,
with whom I was encamped at Coxheath for
fome time; but the operations there were too
minute and uninterefting to make a detail
of.

In the year 1783 I vifited eight counties
in Wales, from motives of curiofity. While
I was in that part of the country I was led to
go down into a coal-pit in Shropfhire, but my
-curiofity nearly coft me my life; for while I
was in the pit the coals fell in, and buried one
poor man, who was not far from me: upon
this I got out as faft as I could, thinking the
furface of the earth the fafeft part of it,

In the fpring of 1784 I theught of vifiting~
old ocean again. In comfequence of this I
embarked as fteward on board a fine new
thip called the London, commanded by
Martin Hopkins, and failed for New-York.
I admired this city very much; it. is large and..
well-built, and abounds with provifions of
allkinds. While we lay here a circumftance
happened which I thought extremely fingular :
—One day a malefaétor was to be executed
on a gallows; but with a condition that if
any woman, have nothing on but her fhift,
married the man under the gallows, his life
was to be faved. This extraordinary privi-
lege was claimed; a woman prefented her-

felf;
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felf; and the marriage ceremony was per-
formed. .

Our fhip having got laden, we returned
to London in January 1785. When the was
ready again for another voyage, the captain
being an agreeable man, 1 failed with him
from hence in the fpring, March 1785, for
Philadelpbia. On the sth of April we took
our departure from the land’s-end, with a
pleafant gale; and about nine o’clock that
night the moon fhone bright, and the fea was
imooth, while our thip was going free by the
wind at the rate of about four or five miles
an hour.~— At this time another fhip was going
nearly as faft as we on the oppofite point,
meeting us right in the teeth, yet none on
board obferved either thip until we ftruck
each other forcibly head and head, to the
aftonithment and confternation of both crews,
She did us much damage, but [ believe we
did her more; for when we paflfed by each
other, which we did very quickly, they call-
ed to us to bring to, and hoift out our boats,
but we had enough to do to mind ouifelves;
and in ab.ut eight minutes we faw no more
of her. We refitted as well as we could the
next day, and, proceeded .on our voyage, and
in May arrived at Philadelphia,

: I was
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" 1 was very glad to fee this favourite old
town once more; and my pleafure was much
increafed in feeing the worthy quakers free-
ing and eafing the burthens of many of my
opprefled African brethren. It rejoiced my
heart when one of thefe friendly people tock
me to fee a free-fchool they had ere&ted for
every denomination of black people, whofe
minds are cultivated here, and forwarded to
virtue ; and thus they are made ufeful mem-
bers of the community. Does not the fuccefs
of this practice fay loudly to the planters, in
the language of fcripture—¢ Go ye, and do
¢ likewife I”” )

In O&tober 1785, I was accompanied b
~fome of the Africans, and prefented this ad-
drefs of thanks to the gentlemen called Friends
or Quakers, in Whitehart-Court, Lombard-
Street :

GENTLEMEN, .,

By reading yourbook, entitled a
- a Caution to Great Britain and her Colonies,
concerning the Calamitous State of the en-
flaved Negroes, We, part of the poor, opprefi-
ed, needy, and much degraded negroes,
defire 'to approach you, with this addrefs of
thanks, with our inmoft love and warmeift
acknowledgment; and with the deepelt fenfe

Q.2 of
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of your benevolence, unwearied labour, and
kind interpofition, towards breaking the yoke
of flavery, and to adminifter a little comfort
and eafe to thoufands and tens of thoufands
of very grievoufly afflited and too heavy
burthened negroes.

Gentlemen, could you, by perfeverance, at
laft be enabled, under God, to lighten in
any degree the heavy burthen of the afflicted,
no doubt it would, in fome meafure, be the
poffible means, under God, of faving the fouls
of many of the oppreflors; and if {o, fure we
are that the God, whofe eyes are ever upon
all his creatures, and always rewards every
true aét of virtue, and regards the prayers of
the opprefled, will give to you and yours
thofe bleflings which it is not in our power to
exprefs or conceive, but which we, as a part
of thofe captivated, opprefled, and afflicted
people, moft earneftly with and pray for.

Thefe gentlemen received us very kindly,
with a promife to exert them{elves on behalf
of the opprefled Africans, and we parted.

While in town, I chanced once to be in-
vited to a quaker’s wedding. The fimple
and yet exprelfive mode ufed at their {folem-
nizations is worthy of note. 1'he following is

the true form of it: . )
4 ' ' After
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Afier the company have met, they have
feafonable exhortations by feveral of the
members; the brile and bridegroom ftand
up, and, taking each other by the hand in a
folemn manner, the man audibly declares to
this purpofe :

¢ Friends, in the fear of the Lord, and in
the prefence of this affembly, whom I defire-
to be my witnefles, I take this my friend,
M. N. to be my wife ; ‘promifing, through
divine affiftance, to be unto her a loving and
faithful hufband till death feparate us:” and
the woman makes the like declaration, Then
the two firft fign their -names to the record,
and as many more witnefles as have a mind.
I had the honour to fubfcribe mine to a re-
gifter in Whitehart-Court, Lombard-Street.
My bhand is ever free—if any female Debo-
nair withes to obtain it, this mode I recom-
mend.

We returned to London in Auguft; and
our fhip not going immediately to fea, 1 thip-
ped as a fteward in an American fhip called
the Harmony, Captain John Willet, and left
London in March 1736, bound to Phila-
delphia. Eleven days after failing, we car-
vied our foremaft away. We had a nine
weeks paflage, which caufed our trip not to
fucceed well, the market for our goods proving

Q.3 bad;
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bad; aad, to make it worfe, my commander
began to play me the like tricks as others
too often practifc on free negroes In the Weft
Indies. But, 1 thank God, I found many
friends here, who in fome meafure prevented
him. On my return to London in Auguft, I
was very agreeably furprifed tofind that the be-
nevolence pf government had adopted the-
plan of fome philanthropic individuals to fend
the Africans from hence to their native quar-
ter, and that fome veflels were then engaged
tocarry them to Sierra Leona ; an aét which
redounded to the honour of all concerned in
its promotion, and filled me with prayers and
much rejoicing.  There was then in the cit

a fele&t committee of gentlemen for the blaci
oor, to fome of whom I had the honour of
geing known : and, as foon as they heard of
my arrival, they fent for me to the commit-
tee. When I came there, they informed me
of the intention of government; and, as they
fecemed to think me qualified to fuperintend
- part of the undertaking, they afked me to go
with the black poor to Africa. I pointed out

to them many objeftions to my going; and
particularly 1" exprefled fome difficulties’on
the account of the flave dealers, as I would

- certainly oppofe their traffic in the human
fpecies by every means in my power. How-
: ever
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ever thefe objeQlions were over-ruled by the
gentlemen of the committee, who prevailed
on me to confent to go; and recommended
me to the honourable Commiflioners of his
Majefty’s Navy, as a proper perfon to act as
commiflary for government in the intended
expedition ; and they accordingly appointed
me in November 1786, to that office, and
gave me fufficient power to aét for the go-
vernment in the capacity of commiffary, hav-
‘ing received my warrant and the following
- order, ' :

By the principal Officers and Commiffioners of his
. Majefty’s Navy..

WHEREAS you are directed, by our
warrant of the 4th of laft month, to receive
into your charge, from Mr. Jofeph Irwin,
the furplus provifions remaining of what
was provided for the voyage, as well as the
provifions for the fupport of the black poor,
after the landing at Sierra Leona, with the
cloathing, tools, and all other articles provid-
ed at government’s expence ; and as the pro-
vifions were laid in at the rate of two months
for the voyage, and for four months after the
landing, %ut the number embarked being fo
much lefs than we expedted, whereby there

Q4 may
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may be a confiderable furplus of provifions,
cloathing, &c. thefe are, in addition to for-
mer orders, to diret and require you to ap-
propriate or difpofe of fuch furplus to the beft
advantage you can for the benefit of govern-
ment, keeping and rendering to us a faithful
account of what you do herein. And for
your guidance in preventing any white per-
fons going, who are not intendedy to have the
indulgence of being carried thither, we fend
you herewith 2 lift of thofe recommended by
the committee for the black poor, as proper
perfons to be permitted. to embark, and ac-
quaint you that you are not to fuffer any others
to go who do net produce a certificate from
tte committee for the black poor, of their
having their permiflion for it. For which
~this fhall be your warrant. Dated at the
Navy-Office, January 16, 1787.
' ' J- Hinsvow,

. Geo. Marss,

- W, PaLMER.

To Mr. Guftavus Vafla,.
© Commiffary of Provi-
fions and Stores for
the Black Poor going
to Sierra Leona. '

I proceeded immediately to the executing:

_of my duty on. board:the veflels deftined tf}?rr
e
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the voyage, where I continued till the March
following. :

During my continuance in the employment
of government I was ftruck with the flagrant
abufes committed by the agent, and endea-
voured to remedy them, but without effelt,
One inftance, among many which I could
produce, may ferve as a {fpecimen. Govern-
ment had ordered to be provided-all necef-
faries (flops, as they are called, included) for
750 perfons; however, not being able to
mufter more than 426, I was ordered to fend
the fuperfluous flops, &c.-to the king’s flores
at Portfmouth; but, when I demanded them
for that purpefe from the agent, it appeared
they had never been bought, though paid for
by government. But that was not all, go-
vernment were not the only objedis of pecu-
lation ;. thefe poor people fuffered. infinitely
more ; their accommodations were® moft
wretched ; many of them wanted beds, and
many more cloathing and otber necefiaries.
For the truth of this, and' much more, 1 do
rot feek credit from my own affertion. I ap-
peal to the teftimony of Capt. Thompfon, of
the Nautilus, who convoyed us, to whom I
applied in February 17387, for a remedy,
when I had remonftrated to the agentin vain,
and even brought him to be a witnefs of the

Qs injuftice.
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injuftice and oppreffion I complained of. ¥
appeal alfo to a letter written by thefe
wretched people, fo early as the beginning of
the preceding January, and publithed in the
Morning Herald, on the fourth of that month,
figned by twenty of their chiefs. )
. I could not filently fuffer government to be
thus cheated, and my countrymen plundered
and opprefled, and even left deflitute of the
neceflaries for almoft their exiftence. 1 there-
fore informed the Commiffioners of the Navy
of the agent’s proceeding; but my difmil-
fion was foon after procured by means of a
gentleman in the city, whom the agent, con-
fcious of his peculation, had deceived by let-
ters, and who, moreover, empowered the fame
agent to seceive on board, at the government
expence, 2 number of perfons as paffengers,
contrary to the orders I received. By thisI
fuffered a confiderable lofs in my property:
however, the commiffioners were faticfied
with my conduét, and wrote to Capt. Thomp-
fon, exprefling their approhation of it.

. Thus provided, they proceeded on their
voyage; and at laft, worn out by treatment,
perhaps not the moft mild, and wafted Ly
ficknefs, brought on by want of medicine,
cloaths, bedding, &c. they reached Siefra
Leona juft at the commencement of the rainAs.

i t
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At that feafon of the year it is impoffible to
cultivate the lands; their provifions therefore
were exhaufted befere they could derive any
benefit from agriculture; and it is not fure
prifing that many, efpecially the lafcars,
whofe conftitutions are very tender, and who
had been cooped up in fhips from Oétober to
June; and accommodated in the manner I have
mentioned, fhould be fo wafted by their con-
finement as not long to {urvive it.
Thus ended my part of the long-talked of

expedition to Sierra Leona; an expedition
which, however unfortunate in the event, was
humane and politic in its defign, nor was its
failure owing to government: every thing
was done on their part; but there was evi»
dently fufficient mifmanagement attending
the condu&@ and execution of it to defeat its
fuccefs.

- I fhould not have been fo ample in my ac-
count of this tranfalion, had not the thare
I bore in it been made the fubje&t of partial
animadverfion, and even my c{ifmiﬂion from
my employment thought worthy of being
made by fome a matter of public triumph ®,
The motives which might influence any per-
fon to defcend to a petty conteft with an ob-

# Sce the Public Advertifer, July 14, 3787.
Q6 fcure
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fcure African, and to feek gratification By
his depreflion, perhaps it is not proper here to-
_inquire into or relate, even if its dete&ion:
were neceflary to my vindication.; but I
thank Heaven.it is not. @ wifh to- frand by-
my own integrity, and not to fhelter myfelf
under the impropriety of another ; and I truft
the behaviour of the- Commiflioners of the
Navy to me-entitle me to-make this affertion ;.
for after I had been difmiflid, March 24, L
drew up a memorial thus:.

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiffioners
of lis Majefty’s Treafury.

The Memorial and Petitim of GusTAavu s
V Assa, a black Man, late Commiffary to. -
the black Poor going to AFRICA..

HUMBLY SBEWETH, :

~ TrmaT your Lordfhips memorialift
was, by the Honourable the Commiffioners:
of his Majefty’s Navy, on the 4th of Decem~
ber laft, appointed. te the above employ ment
by warrant from that board; )
~ That he accordingly proceeded to the exe-
cution of his duty on board of the Vernon,
being one of the fhips appointed to proceed
to Africa with the above poor; Th

at
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- That your memorialift, to his great grief
and aftonithment, received a letter of dif-
miffion from the Honourable Commiffioners
of the Navy, by your Lordfhips orders;

That, confcious of having aéted with the
moft perfe&t fidelity and the greateft affiduity
in difcharging the truft repofed in him, he is
altogether at a lofs to conceive the reafons of
your Lordthips having altered the favourable
opinion you were pleafed to conceive of him,
fenfible that your Lordihips would not pro-
eceed to fo fevere a meafure without fome ap-
parent good caufe; he therefore has every rea-
fon to believe that his conduét has been grofsly
mifreprefented to your Lordthips, and he is
the more confirmed in his opinion; becaufe,
by oppefing meafures of others concerned in
the fame expedition, which tended to defeat
your Lord(hips humane intentions, and tp
put the government to a very confiderable
additional expence, he created a number of
enemies, whofe mifreprefentations,, he has too
much .reafon to believe, laid the foundation
of his difmiffion. Unfupported by friends,
and unaided by the advantages of a liberal
education, he can only hope for redrefs from
the juftice of his caufe, in addition to the
mortification of having been removed from
his empleyment, and the advantage which

‘ he
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he reafonably might have expefted to have
derived thercfrom. He has had the misfor-
tune to have funk a confiderable part of his
little property in fitting himfelf out, and in
other expences arifing out of his fituation, an
account of which he here annexes. Your
memorialift will not trouble your Lordfhips
with a vindication of any part of his conduét,
. becaufe he knows not of what crimes he is
accufed ; he, however, earneftly entreats that
you will be pleafed to direct an inquiry into
his behaviour during the time.he acted in the
public fervice; and, if it be found that his
difmiffion arofe from falfe reprefentations, he
~ is confident that in your Lordfhips juftice he
fhall find redrefs. , '

Your petitioner therefore humbly prays
that your Lordfhips will take his cafe into
~confideration, and that you will be pleafed to
‘order payment of the above referred to ac-
count, amounting to 32l 4s. and alfo the
‘wages intended, which is moft humbly fub-
mitted. e :

London, May 12, 1787.

The above petition was delivered into the
hands of their Lordfhips, who were kind
enough, in the fpace of fomé few months af-
terwards, without hearing, to order me 5ol
' ’ ~ fterling
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flerling—that is, 381, wages for the time (up
wards of four months) } aéted a faithful pare
mn their fervices Certainly the fum is more
thana free negro would have had in the weft-
ern colonies! ! !

From that period to the prefent time my
life has paffed 'in an even tenor, and great
part of my fludy and attention has been to
affift in the caufe of my much injured coun-
trymen. ,
 March the 21ft, 1788, I had the honour
of prefenting the Queen with a petition on
behalf of my African brethren, which was
received moft gracioufly by Her Majefty * ;-

To the QUEEN’s moff Excellemt Majefly.
Mapam, '

Your Majefty’s well known be-
nevolence and humanity embolden me to
approach your royal prefence, trufting that
the obfcurity of my fituation will not prevent
your Majefty from attending to the fufferings.
for which I plead. ‘

Yet I do not folicit your royal pity for my
own diftrefs; my fufferings, although numer-
ous, are in a meafure forgotten. I fupplicate

" ® At the requeft of fome of my mofl particular friends
I take the liberty of inferting it here. :
your
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your Majefty’s compaffion for millions of my
African countrymen, who groan under the
lath of tyranny in the Weft Indies.

The opprefiion and cruelty exercifed to the
unhappy negroes there, have at lerigth reached
the Britith legiflature, and they are now
deliberating on its redrefs; even feveral per-
fons of property in flaves in the Weft Indies,
have petitioned parliament againft its conti-
nuance, fenfible that it is as impolitic as it is
unjuft—and what is inhuman muft ever be
unwife. ~ -

Your Majefty’s reign has been hitherto
diftinguifhed by private a&ls of benovolence
and bounty; furely the more extended #he
mifery is, the greater claim it has to:your
Majefty’s compaflion, and: the greater muft
be your Majefty’s pleafure in adminiftering
to its relief. .

T prefume, therefore, gracious Queen, to
implore your interpofition with your royal.
confort, in favour of the wretched Africans;
. that, by your Majefty’s benevolent influence,
a period may now be put to their mifery;.
and that they may be- raifed from the condi--
tion of brutes, to which they are at prefent
- degraded, to the rights and fituation of free:
men, and admitted to partake of. the. blefl-
ings of your Majefty’s happy government;

fo-
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fo fhall your Majefty enjoy the heart-felt
pleafure of procuring happinefs to millions,
and be rewarded in the grateful prayers of
themfelves, and of their pofterity.

And may the all-bountiful Creator fhower
on your Majefty, and the Royal Family,
every bleffing that this world can afford, and
every fulnefs of joy which divine revelation
has promifed us in the next.

I am. your Majefty’s moft dutiful and
devoted fervant to command,

GUSTAVUS VASSA,
The Opprefled Ethiopian.

No. 53, Baldwin’s Gardens.

The negro confolidated aét, made by the
affembly of Jamaica laft year, and the new
a& of a mendment now in agitation there,
contain a proof of the exiftence of thofe
charges that have been made agrinft the
planters relative to the treatment of their
- 1laves. "

I hope to have the fatisfation of feeing
- the renovation of liberty and juftice, refting
on the Britith government, to vindicate the
honour of our common nature. Thefe are
concerns which do not perhaps belong to any.
particular office: but, to fpeak more feri~

eufly, to every man of fentiment, adticns like
' thefe.
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thefe are the juft and fure foundation of fo.
ture fame; a reverfion,  though remote, is
coveted by fome noble minds as a {ubftantial
good. Itis upon thefe grounds that I hope
and expeét the attention of gentlemen in
power. Thefe are defigns confonant to the
elevation of their rank, and the dignity of
their ftations: they are ends fuitable to the
nature of a free and generous government ;
and, connefted with views of empire and
dominion, fuited to the benevolence and folid
merit of the legiflature. It is a purfuit of fub~
ftantial greatnefs. May the time come—at
leaft the fpeculation to me is pleafing—when
the fable people fhall gratefully commemo-
rate the aufpicious zra of extenfive freedom.
- Then fhall thofe perfons* particularly be
named with praife and honour, who gener-
oufly propofed and ftood forth in the caufe of
humanity, liberty, and good policy; and
brought to the ear of the legiflature defigns
worthy of royal patronage .and adoption.
May Heaven make the Britith fenators the
difperfers of light, liberty, and f{cience, to

* Granville Sharp, Efg: the Rev. Thomas Clarkfon;
the Rev. James Ramfay; our approved friends, men of
virtue, are an honour to their country, ornamental to
human nature, happy in themfelves, and benefaltors to
mankind !

“the
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the uttermoft parts of the earth: then will be
~glory to God in the higheft, on earth peace,
and good-will to men:—Glory, honour, peace,
&c. to every foul of man that worketh good ;
to the Britons firft (becaufe to them the Gof-
pel is preached) and alfo to the nations.
¢ Thofe that henour their Maker have mercy

¢ on the poor.” ¢ It is righteoufne(s exalteth *
¢ a nation, but fin is a reproach to any peo-
¢ ple; deftruction fhall be to the wor?:ers of
¢ iniquity, and the wicked fhall fall by their
¢ own wickednefs.” May the bleffings of the
Lord be upon the heads of all thofe who com-
miferated the cafes of the opprefled negroes,
and the fear of God prolong their days; and
may their expeQations be filled with gladnefs!
¢ The liberal devife liberal things, and by
¢ liberal things fhall ftand,” Haiah xxxii. 8.
They can fay with pious Job, ¢ Did not I weep
¢ for him that was in trouble? was not my
¢ foul grieved for the poor?’ Job xxx.25.
As the inhuman traffic of flavery is to be
taken into the confideration of the Britith
legiflature, 1 doubt nat, if a fyftem of com-~
merce was eftablithed in Africa, the demand
for manufadtures will moft rapidly augment,
as the native inhabitants will infenfibly adopt
the Britith fathions wanners, cuftoms, &lc.
n
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In proportion to the civilization, fo will be the
confumption of Britifh manufactures.

The wear and tear of a continent, nearly
twice as large as Europe, and rich in vegetable
and mineral produétions, is much eafier con~
ceived than calculated. .

A cafe in point.—It coft the Aborigines of

* Britain little or nothing in clothing, &c. The
difference between their forefathers and
the prefent generation, in point of confump-
tion, is literally infinite. The {uppofition is
moft obvious. It will be equally immenfe in
Africa—The fame caufe, viz. civilization, wilb
ever have the fame effect.

It is trading upon fafe grounds. A com-
mercial intercourle with Africa opens an in-
exhauftible fource of wealth to the manufac-
turing interefts of Great Britain, and to all’
which.the flave trade is an objection.

If I am not mifinformed, the manufa&ur-
ing intereft is equal, if not fuperior, to the
landed interefts, as to the value, for reafons
which will foon appear. The abolition of
flavery, fo diabolical, will give 2 moft rapid
extenfion of manufactures, which i$ totally and
diametrically oppofite to what fome interefted.
people affert. : :

The manufadtures of this country muft anfli

will,
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will, in the nature and reafon of things, have

a full and conftant employ by fupplying the

African markets. _
Population, the bowels and furface of Africa,

abound in valuable and ufeful returns; the .

hidden treafures of centuries will be brought

to light and into circulation, Induftry, en- -

terprize, and mining, will have their full
fcope, proportionably as they civilize, In a
word, it lays open an endlefs field of com-
merce to the Britith manufactures and mer-
chant adventurer. The manufaCturing intereft
and the general interefts are fynonimous. The
abolition of flavery would be in reality an
univerfal good. ’

Tortures, murder, and every other imagin-
able barbarity and iniquity, are pradtifed up-
on the poor flaves with impunity. 1 hope the
{lave trade will be abolithed. I pray it may
be an event at hand. The great body of
manufadturers, uniting in the caufe, will con-
fiderably facilitate’ and expedite it; and, asI
bave already flated, it is moft fubftantially
their intereft and advantage, and as fuch the
nation’s at large, (except thofe perfons con-
cerned in the manufacturing neck-yokes, col-
lars, chains, hand-cufls, leg-bolts, drags,
thumb-fcrews, iron muzzles, and coffins; cats,
{courges, and other inftruments of torture ufed

in
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ia the flave trade.) In a fhort time one fen-
timent alone will'prevail, from motives of in-
tereft as well as juftice and humanity. Europe
contains one hundred and twenty millions of
inhabitants, Query — How many millions
doth Africa contain? Suppofing the Africans,
colleftively and individually, to expend gl. a
head in raiment and furniture yearly when
civilized, &c. an immenfity beyond the reach
of imagination!

[ J .
This I conceive to be a theory founded
upon falts, and therefore an infallible one. If

the blacks were permitted to remain in their
own country, they would double themfelves
every fifteen years. In proportion to fuch in-
creale will be the demand for manufaétures.
Cotton ani indigo grow fpontaneoufly in moft
parts of Africa; a confideration this of no fmall
confequence to -the manufacturing towns of
Great Britain. It opens a moft immenfe,
glorious, and happy profpe¢t — the clothing,
&ec. of a continent ten thonfand miles in cir-
‘cumference, and immenfely rich in productions
of every denomination in return for manu-
faltures. ' '

I have only therefore to requeft the reader’s
indulgence, and conclude. 1am far from'the
vanity of thinking there is any merit in this
narrative: 1 hope cenfure will be fufpended,

~ when
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when it is confidered that it was written by
one who was as unwilling as unable to adora
the plainnefs of truth by the colouring of ima~
gination. My life and fortune have been ex-
tremcly chequered, and my adventures various.
Even thofe I have related are confiderabl

abridged. If any incident in this little work

_thould appear uninterefting and trifling to moft -

readers, [ can only fay, as my excufe for
mentioning it, that almoft every event of my
life made an impreflion on my mind, and in-
fluenced my condut. * T early accuftomed
myfelf to look at the hand of God in the mi-
nuteft occurrence, and to learn from it a lef~
fon of morality and religion; and in this light
every circumitance | have related was 10 me
of importance. After all, what makes any
event important, unlefs by its obfervation we
become better and wifer, and learn ¢ to do
¢ juftly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
¢ before God?’ To thofe who are poffefled of
this {pirit, there is fcarcely any book or in-
cident fo trifling that does not afford fome
profit, while to others the experience of ages
feems of no ufe; and even'to pour out to
them the treafures of wifdom is throwing the
jewels of inftruction away.

THE END.
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